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Mandela. Deal with Syria will go through 

~~ S ° Ulh African President Nelson 
Mandela said his coundy will sell weapons ro Syria in 
defiance of any threats to impose sanctions, the Ara- 
bic newspaper A1 Hayar reported on Wednesday. “If 
*e Syrians are happy with the quality of South 
African technology we will sell them arms they have 
askfid for and we will not care about any kind of 
threat, Mr. Mandela told the newspaper ‘There are 
Western companies which sell weapons to Syria and 
they are not subject to any sanction. If American or 
British firms decide to sell weapons to Syria does any- 
one speak of imposing sanctions on them?" he asked. 
Mr. Mandela was speaking to the correspondent of the 
London-based newspaper on the sidelines of the 
Wodd Economic Forum in the Swiss resort of Davos. 
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Crown Prince to visit France, Switzerland 

AMMAN (J.T.l — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
son on Thursday leares for Britain en route to France where 
Ik will Tuesday begin a three-day official visit for lalks with 
French officials on bilateral relations, the Middle Easi peace 
process and other regional and international issues of mutu- 
al concern, the Crown Prince's office said in a press release. 
During his first official visit to France since 19SS which 
comes at the invitation of Prime Minister Alain Juppe, the 
Crown Prince will meet French President Jacques Chirac. 
Mr. Juppe and President of the French Naiionai Assembly 
Phillips Seguin as weli as other French officials. On Thurs- 
day. Prince Hassan will leave for Switzerland, where he will 
meet with Swiss Vice-Chancellor and Foreign Minister 
FJavio Cuti and Minister of Economics Jean Pascal DcJjmu- 
raz. Prince Hassan will also meet with the former president 
of GATT, Arthur Duncali, and leading Swiss businessmen. 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Stunned Israel mourns 73 soldiers 
killed in deadliest air force accident 

Helicopter collision raises concern over cost of occupying S. Lebanon 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 

A srunned Israel observed a 
national day of mourning 
Wednesday as it began 
burying 73 soldiers killed 
in the deadliest military 
accident in the Jewish 
scare. 

“This is a national tragedy 
which unites all our people 
in pain and sadness, but we 
must not forget for a 
moment that we have to 
continue battling against 
those who would deny us 
peace," Prime Minis ter 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
during a special televised 
cabinet meeting. 

Parliament and the mili- 
tary general staff held spe- 
cial mourning sessions fol- 
lowing Tuesday night’s col- 
lision of two Sikorsky- 
0153 helicopters flying 
troops and ammunition into 
the Israeli-occupied buffer 
zone in South Lebanon. 

Mr. Netanyahu cancelled 
a planned visit Wednesday 

to Jordan and visited the bodies of some of the 73 dead Israeli soldiers and airmen placed at the side of a road in an agricultur- 

crash site in the Galilee area ^ community along the border with Lebanon shortly after the mid-air collision and crash of two Israeli CH- 
of northern Israel. 53 army helicopters Tuesday night (Reuters photo) 

“We can’t say yet exactly continue their mission,” he border strip in South held off commentary on the Jewish state into a pe 

what happened, we’re col- said. Lebanon, Foreign Minister accident and the Lebanese agreement which wo 

leering information on the Th e disaster also has put Fares Bouez said he hoped situation because of the ^ involve returning the oc 

ground,” the prime minister off a meeting planned the Jewish state had now mourning period, opposi- pied Golan Heights 

said while touring the area. Thursday between Mr. Teamed its lesspn.” tion Labour Party leader Damascus. 

-Mr: Netanyahu added that Netanyahu and -Palestinian “The occupation, is a - and -former. Prime. Minister Butfoaneraimy chief- 

Isiuel ’‘won’t change our President Yasser Arafat*-- wound for Lebanon but Shimon Peres said the staff Ehud Barak, who 

basic policy which is to with the two leaders now above all a haemorrhage for deadly accident highlighted the leading candidate 

defend the north of the scheduled to hold talks on Israel, which because of its the costs of Mr. replace Mr. Peres at Lab 

country by any means nec- Sunday. occupation (of South Netanyahu’s failure to Party leader, told the s 

essary. In Lebanon’s first official Lebanon) has lost more sol- resume peace negotiations rial Knesset * session t 

“But we promise to try to reaction to the crash, which diers than in all its wars with Syria. now was not the time 

reduce the risks and dan- is expected to intensify with Arab countries " he Israel accuses Syria of political bickering, 

gers to which the soldiers debate within Israel over its told reporters. using Hizbollah attacks as a 

are exposed so they can 12-year occupation of the While most politicians means of pressuring the (Continued on page 1 

Palestinians fear U.S. assurance to Israel, say it is too 
early to let Netanyahu have Arab fruits of agreement 


King lauds Jordanian team's role in 
International Alliance for Arab-Israeli 
Peace and Copenhagen Declaration 



AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
received in his office Wednesday members of 
the Jordanian team who participated in Den- 
mark recently — elong with counterparts from 
Israel. Egypt and Palestine — in forming the 
"International Alliance for Arab-Israeli Peace" 
and issuing the "Copenhagen Declaration" 
which served as the basis for the Alliance. 

His Majesty "expressed his appreciation for 
the role played and efforts made” by those Jor- 
danians in contributing towards "reaching a 
comprehensive, just and durable peace in the 
region.” the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
in reporting the meeting. 

“His Majesty emphasised the importance 
of focusing all efforts, by various parties, 
towards the attainment of peace that is sought 
by the region's peoples and that which can 
guarantee security, prosperity and stability.’’ 
Petra said, adding that the King reiterated 
"Jordan's support for endeavours, whether on 
the official or popular levels, which strengthen 
the peace process and help it in taking roots.” 

The Denmark meetings, which were attend- 
ed by politicians, intellectuals and business- 
men from the region as well as European rep- 
resentatives. sought to establish peoplc-to- 
people contacts aimed at supplementing and 
encouraging efforts by governments to 
strengthen the search for peace in the Middle 
East. 

In their Declaration, they pledged to "mon- 
itor the peace process in the Middle East and 


work for ensuring popular support for it on a 
regional and international level.’’ 

They also urged all forces in the Middle East 
to join hands to rebuild a region free front 
arms race and. free from strife and proverty, 

"In this noble endeavour, we will seize every 
opportunity, knock on every door, lobby every 
government and attempt lo spread our vision 
to serve the interests of present and future gen- 
erations,” they said. 

In their meeting with the King, the member* 
of the Jordanian team voiced appreciation of 
the King's continuous and tirclcs* efforts 
towards the establishment of .Arab-Israeli 
peace, Petra said. "They pointed out to His 
Majesty's constructive role over die years in 
bringing about lasting peace, noting that steps 
taken by die King towards achieving this goal 
have justifiably won him the respect and 
appreciation of people from around the 
world." 

The meeting was attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariri and Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasuwnch. 

The Jordanian signatories of the Copen- 
hagen Declaration are: Former Royal Court 
Chief Adnan Abu Odeh, former air force com- 
mander Lieutenant-General (ret) Ihsan Shur- 
dom. former cabinet ministers Marwan Dudin 
and Tayseer Abdul Jaber. businessman Zind 
Salah and journalists Rami Khouri and George 
Hawatmeh. 


continue their mission," he 
said. 

The disaster also has put 
off a meeting planned 
Thursday between Mr. 
Neranyabu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafau— 
with the two leaders now 
scheduled to hold talks on 
Sunday. 

In Lebanon’s first official 
reaction to the crash, which 
is expected to intensify 
debate within Israel over its 
12-year occupation of the 


border strip in South 
Lebanon, Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez said he hoped 
the Jewish state had now 
Teamed its lesspn." 

“The occupation, is a 
wound for Lebanon but 
above all a haemorrhage for 
Israel, which because of its 
occupation (of South 
Lebanon) has lost more sol- 
diers than in all its wars 
with Arab countries," he 
told reporters. 

While most politicians 


held off commentary on the 
accident and the Lebanese 
situation because of the .- 
mourning period, opposi- 
tion Labour Party leader 
and-fonner . Prime. Minister 
Shimon Peres said the 
deadly accident highlighted 
the costs of Mr. 
Netanyahu's failure to 
resume peace negotiations 
with Syria. 

Israel accuses Syria of 
using Hizbollah attacks as a 
means of pressuring the 


Jewish state into a peace 
agreement which would 
involve returning the occu- 
pied Golan Heights to 
Damascus. 

B ur former jumy. chief-of- 
staff Ehud Barak, who is 
the leading candidate to 
replace Mr. Peres at Labour 
Party leader, told the spe- 
cial Knesset ’ session that 
now was not the time for 
political bickering. 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Lamis Andoni 

BOSTON — The Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) has sent a letter to 
the American administra- 
tion rejecting American 
assurances to Israel that the 
latter had the right to deter- 
mine West Bank territory 
that it would retain control 
over as "military loca- 
tions.” 

American and Palestinian 
sources said that the letter, 
which was sent to special 
envoy Dennis Ross’ office, 
was added to the “records “ 
of the ongoing Palestinian- 
Israeli talks. 

Palestinian officials argue 
that the letter absolves the 
Pales tinians from accepting 
the American-Israeli inter- 
pretation of who defines 
“the military locations.’ ' 


“The letter made it clear 
we are not obliged by the 
American or Israeli inter- 
pretation of who defines the 
military locations,” a senior 
Palestinian negotiator told 
A1 Ra'i and the Jordan 
Times. 

According to American 
administration sources, the 
Palestinian letter was added 
ro ibe records but is not part 
of the Hebron protocol and 
its attached Notes of 
Record. 

A letter sent by former 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu states that 
Israel will designate the 
“military locations” that the 
Jewish "state will retain in 
the rural areas of the West 
Bank. 

An agreement mediated 


by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein stated the Israeli troops 
redeployment in the rural 
areas will start next March 
and should be completed by 
mid- 1998. 

Although American offi- 
cials say that the letter of 
assurances was not part of 
the agreement, Palestinians 
are concerned that the U.S 
position will support Israeli 
attempts to keep a big part 
of the West Bank under its 
control. 

American officials argue 
that it is not useful to 
dwell on or prejudge the 
outcome of future negotia- 
tions. But the different 
interpretations have fuelled 
concern among Palestinian 
officials and negotiators 
that now the pressure on 
Israel has eased it will con- 
tinue to expand settlements 


and annex Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The apparent lack of trust 
that Palestinians display in 
the continuity of the 
process underscore the fact 
that the Hebron protocols 
meant three different things 
for the three parties 
involved: to the U.S. it was 
a breakthrough that sal- 
vaged the peace process; to 
Israel it was a testimony to 
the Likud’s commitment to 
peace; to the Palestinians it 
was a crucial step to ensure 
that they do not remain 
stuck in fragmented 
enclaves. 

Three weeks after sign- 
ing the agreement, the 
Palestinians are still wait- 
ing for the next step to 
come while Israel and the 
U.S. are waiting for the 
Arab World that had 


slowed down normalisation 
of relations with Tel Aviv to 
accelerate the process now 
that Benyamin Netanyahu 
has proved his “commit- 
ment to peace." 

“Israel has taken a very 
important step, it needs ro 
be reciprocated," a source 
in the American administra- 
tion said. He explained that 
it was rime for the Arab 
governments which com- 
mitted themselves to broad- 
en ties with Israel to take 
the initiative. 

But this is exactly what 
the Palestinians fear. Now 
that the pressure has eased 
on Israel, Mr. Netanyahu 
will not take steps towards 
solving the many pending 
issues in the interim-agree- 
ments, they say. 

(Continued on page 7) 


King urges 
university 
presidents 
to upgrade 
education 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Wednes- 
day urged Jordanian 
universities' presidents to 
work towards raising the level 
of education at their institutions 
through opening up to and ben- 
efiting from modem scientific 
and technological develop- 
ments with a view to benefiting 
the Jordanian society. 

Addressing a meeting with 
the heads of state universities, 
in the presence of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, King Hussein emphasised 
the need to upgrade the quality 
of higher education and linking 
university education pro- 
grammes with the basic needs 
of the Jordanian society. 

The King and the university 
presidents reviewed the gener- 
al university education in the 
Kingdom and the King listened 
to outlines of future pro- 
grammes and plans for devel- 
opment. The meeting, which 
was held at the Royal Court, 
was attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Khasawneh, 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Ghazi. the King’s cultural sec- 
retary, and Minister of Higher 
Education Abdullah Ensour. 


Blast at gas cylinder 
store kills 1, injures 6 


By Rana Husseini 
Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One person 
was killed and six others 
were injured, two of them 
critically, on Wednesday in 
an explosion at the Sam- 
rawi gas cylinder store in 
the Tabarbour area. 

Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) Director 
Major General Theeb 
Ma'ani told reporters at the 
scene that the explosion 
was caused when one of the 
workers apparently 

dropped a gas cylinder near 
a fire which workers had 
started to warm themselves. 

"The cylinder's safety 
valve broke and gas leaked 
caught up with the burning 
fire and caused the explo- 
sion,” Gen. Ma'ani said. 

Ten minutes of explo- 
sions rocked the Emir 
Hashem suburb at around 
8:20 p.m.; about 300 gas 
cylinders exploded, causing 
30- metre- high flames in the 
nightsky and residents of 
the area fled from the 
scene. 

“We were sitting in our 
house when we heard an 
explosion, and when we 
went to check it was like 
fireworks made by the gas 
cylinders which were fly- 
ing in the nightsky." said 
Murad Nofal, a resident of 
the area. 

According to the CDD 


chief, about 5,000 gas 
cylinders were kept in die 
store but the fire reached 
only 300. 

Gen. Ma'ani told 

reporters the fire was 

brought under control in 25 
minutes. 

Firefighters had difficulty 
in reaching the scene as the 
road leading to the store 
was narrow and unpaved, 
only allowing fire engines 
and ambulances to 

approach the scene from 
one direction. 

Although there are feu 
houses in the area of the 
store, residents said they 
have made many com- 

plaints to the authorities 
that the store was too close 
to the residential area. 

The CDD director said 
that his department had 
asked to meet with the con- 
cerned authorities to try to 
solve the problem of gas 
store. 

“We want to study' the 
alternatives and other loca- 
tions for storing gas cylin- 
ders. The store should be in 
a deserted and safe area and 
at the same time it should 
also meet international 
standards and regulations." 
Gen. Ma'ani said 

The residents also com- 
plained of the way the gas 
cylinders were being 
unloaded from the trucks. 

(Continued on page 7t 


Kabariti, Islamists in dialogue over coalition, but outcome remains unpredictable 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and leading members from 
Jordan’s main opposition 
party, the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), are engaged in 
a dialogue to form a coali- 
tion government, ahead of 
the parliamentary elections 
scheduled for this autumn, 
but it is yet unclear whether 
the project could materi- 
alise, given the enormous 
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gave before Parliament 


after the conclusion of the 
budget debate in December, 
he said his hands were open 
and stretched to work joint- 
ly with the Islamists, should 
they be willing and ready to 
work with him. 

But, officials say, there 
are red lines, such as the 
peace treaty with Israel and 
the IMF-prescribed eco- 
nomic adjustment pro- 
gramme. beyond which Mr. 
Kabariti would not go to 
accommodate the Islamists 
in a new or a reshuffled 
CabineL 

"The government has 
opened a dialogue with all 
parties, including the IAF. 
and channels of communi- 
cation with the Islamists are 
open ” an official source 
told the Jordan Times this 
week. 

“The Islamists' participa- 
tion has not been ruled out. 


but whoever joins the gov- 
ernment will have to share 
the government’s points of 
view on such essential 
issues as the peace process 
and normal relations with 
Israel.” the source said. 

Moreover. Mr. Kabariti 
would not be interested in 
including the Islamists in 
the government as a “win- 
dow dressing" exercise, 
nor, at the same time, in 
splitting the IAF ranks 
through the inclusion of a 
few dissidents. 

Mr. Kabariti “seeks a rep- 
resentative and effective 
participation from the 
mainstream of the IAF,” the 
source added. 

Should the Islamists join 
Mr. Kabariti in a coalition, 
it would be the first time 
since the 1991 government 
of Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, that they would do 


The prime minister would 
look upon the success of 
such an endeavour highly 
positively, since it would 
not only widen his popular 
base but also strengthen his 
hands as a member of the 
club of the prime ministers 
who brought the Islamists 
in government, analysts 
say. 

This would be the first 
rim e that the Islamists join 
the government since the 
signing of the peace treaty 
and Mr. Kabariti could 
enter Jordan’s history as the 
first prime minister io bring 
the Islamists in a govern- 
ment committed to the 
peace process and involved 
in normalisation of rela- 
tions with Israel. 

Besides, the inclusion of 
the Islamists in the govern- 
ment would also provide 


the consensus needed to 
introduce major amend- 
ments to the election law 
which Mr. Kabariti seeks, 
noted Minis ter of Housing 
and Public Works Abdul 
Hadi Majali, who is also the 
secretary general of A1 Ahd, 
which has five ministers in 
the Kabariti government. 

“Mr. Kabariri made clear 
in his speech before Parlia- 
ment after the approval of 
the election law (two weeks 
ago) that only one aspect of 
the law, (the one-person, 
one-vote formula), had 
been addressed (by the leg- 
islators) so far." Mr. Majali 
said. 

"But Mr. Kabariti has also 
pointed to the need of mod- 
ernising the current law in 
many other aspects, such as 
the redrawing of voting dis- 
tricts. and this would 
require a broader-based 


coalition government 
including the opposition." 
Mr. Majali noted. 

In case of the IAF joining 
the government, "opposi- 
tion (to the government) 
would be eliminated,'' he 
said. 

As far as the IAF is con- 
cerned, a compromise with 
the government could 
strengthen the party’s 
hands, providing it not only 
with executive power, but 
also with political influence 
that would enable it to 
attract more votes and con- 
sequently win more seats in 
Parliament. 

A growing body of opin- 
ion among moderate ele- 
ments in the IAF believes 
that, unless the Islamists 
abandon their ideological 
slogans and adopt pragmat- 
ic policies, their followers 
will turn awav from them 


and support instead other 
parties more effective in the 
country's body politic. 

Seeking a more influen- 
tial position and a more 
effective role, members 
from the moderate wing of 
the IAF, led by Abdullah 
Akaileh, publicly declared 
last week that the govern- 
ment and the Islamists 
could find "common 
ground” for a compromise. 

Widely considered as the 
leader of the "doves" in the 
IAF. Dr. Akaileh last week 
addressed a Muslim Broth- 
erhood meeting with a 
paper reportedly "promot- 
ing the group's participa- 
tion in the government.*’ 

He was quoted by the 
Arabic press as inviting 
‘'the Brotherhood to be 
more pragmatic and recon- 
sider its approach in order 
to play a more effective role 


in the governing process." 

"The expression 'com- 
mon ground’ wax the key- 
word in Akaileh 's speech," 
Lhe A1 Ra'i .Arabic daily 
commented in a news 
analysis on Tuesday. 

Furthermore, the Jordan 
Times learned from 
informed sources that, dur- 
ing a close-door meeting 
held with other "doves" on 
Friday, Dr. Akaileh warned 
that, if the general elections 
were to be held as sched- 
uled, This fall, the IAF 
would not win "more than 
12 seats,” three down from 
its current 15. 

Declining to disclose ilte 
details of a Monday meet- 
ing with Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. Dr. 
Akaileh told the Jordan 
Times that "contacts with 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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Iraq faces billions of dollars 


in Gulf environmental claims 


GENEVA (R) — Kuwait and iis 
allies, including the United 
States, have filed billions of dol- 
lars' worth of claims against Iraq 
for environmental damage 
caused during the Gulf war. 
diplomats said. 

Baghdad's troops are alleged to 
have discharged millions of bar- 
rels of oil into the Gulf in Janu- 
ary 1991 and ignited more than 
700 oilweUs in Kuwait the fol- 
lowing month before fleeing a 
U.S.-led multinational liberation 
force. 

At least 10 states met the Feb. 
I deadline for filing environmen- 
tal claims at the U.N. compensa- 
tion Commission (UNCC). 
according to diplomats. No over- 
all total was available. 

Kuwait. Saudi Arabia and Iran 
— which border the Gulf — 
each filed claims worth billions 
of dollars, while smaller claims 
were submitted by Turkey. 
Britain, the United States. Aus- 
tralia. Canada. Germany and the 
Netherlands. 

Lawyers at the UNCC will take 
months to review evidence sub- 
mitted. contained in hundreds of 
canons of documents. 

Diplomats hope that its gov- 
erning body, made up of the 
same 15 members as the Securi- 
ty Council, will name arbitrators 
by year-end. They will assess 
environmental damages and 
eventually announce successful 
claims. 

Kuwait filed environmental 
claims against Iraq with an 
assessed value of S16.3 billion. 


while the U.S. claim was nearly 
$8.8 million, seconding to diplo- 
mats from the two states. The 
sums sought by other countries 
were not immediately available. 

“Iraq’s deliberate release of 
millions of barrels of oil into the 
Gulf resulted in extensive dam- 
age to the coastal and marine 
environment,” Kuwait’s Public 
Authority for Assessment of 
Compensation (PAAC) for dam- 
ages resulting from Iraqi inva- 
sion .said in a statement issued in 
Geneva. 

Kuwait’s claims cover damage 
to the sea and coast, from oil 
lakes, damage to the terrestrial 
environment, to groundwater 
resources and to human health, 
according to the statement 

“The damages quantified in the 
claims may increase as these 
damages continue to take their 
toll on the environment,” it said. 
A Kuwaiti diplomat said 
research continued into the effect 
of oil pollution on the marine 
environment and soil. 

In some places, oil lakes had 
penetrated a few metres down 
and had harmed the water table. 
Oil could enter the food chain 
through fish, according to the 
diplomat. 

“A lot of these particles could 
be carcinogenic," she added. 

The U.S. claim of $8.8 million, 
submitted last Friday, seeks com- 
pensation for eight U.S. depart- 
ments or agencies for scientific 
and technical efforts to help the 
Gulf clean-up. They are: the 
Department of Energy, the Envi- 


ronmental Protection Agency, 
the agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry, the 
Department of Commerce, the 
National Science Foundation, 
the U.S. Army Centre for Health 
Promotion and Preventive Medi- 
cine of the Department of 
Defence, the U.S. Coast Guard 
and the Atlanta-based Centers 
for Disease Control. 

The Gulf war reparations fund, 
set up by the Security Council in 
1991 to assess damages caused 
by Iraq’s invasion and seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait, has 
received more than $220 billion 
in claims from individuals, com- 
panies and governments. 

Funded by governmental con- 
tributions and seized Iraqi assets, 
it has been perpetually cash- 
strapped. So far it has only paid 
out SI 3-5 million to 4,000 prior- 
ity claimants who proved serious 
personal injury or death of a 
dose relative. 

But it has been boosted by the 
implementation since December 
of the U.N. and Iraq “oil-for- 
food deal,” under which it is to 
get 30 per cent of revenues, or 
$100 million monthly. 

So far, it has received $64.8 
million from the proceeds of 
Iraqi oil exports, a ILN. spokes- 
woman said on Tuesday. The 
fund hopes by the end of the 
month to pay out $142 million in 
individual claims against Iraq 
which have already been 
approved. 



STATUE GLEANED: Iraqi workers dean a statue of President Sad- 
dam Hussein at a park in Baghdad (Reuters photo) 



Gulf of Aqaba Environmental 
Action Plan — Jordan 


The Environmental Department within the Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) has vacancies lor 
the following positions to be filled immediately: 


A Manager to coordinate the administrative, research and monitoring, education, revenue 
generation, enforcement and visitor use aspects of the Red Sea Marine Peace Park. 

He/She shall possess a university degree and must have demonstrated supervisory skills, 
be an excellent communicator and computer proficient. The ideal candidate will have a 
heightened appreciation for the environment. He/She will have the ability to work effectively 
with the public and private sectors and coordinate multi-organisational projects. 

•Arabic and 1 English language proficiency a-vnust' ngu .-nnj, -ric/bc j.m*. *ri: 

J A Coastal ^2bne ' Management! Specialist, tVe/Sfie vi/ilf 'be hifytf'to'ifh'p'lement Coastal 
Zone Management (CZM' and Environmental Impact’ Assessment (EIA) guidelines applicable 
to Coastal Zone Management. This specialist shall have the following professional 
qualifications and skills; 

University degree in environmental management, natural sciences, economics, 
engineering, architecture, urban and regional planing, or other pertinent field(s); 

.A minimum 3-5 years' work experience in management, planning, design or another 
professional occupation with application to CZM and EIA implementation. 

Ability lo work effectively with business leaders as well as professionals in the 
engineering, planning and design professions; and 
Arabic and English language proficiency is a must 


A Computer Engineer This candidate will have the following professional qualifications: 

- University degree in computer/electronic engineering with experience in programming, 
database management, or related skills; 

• A minimum 3-5 years work experience in computer programming or data base 
management; Experience in GIS is an asset: 

- Ability to work effectively with ARA Environment Department administrative, and 
technical persons; 

• Demonstrated ability to teach technical applications related to computer programming 
and database management; and 

• Arabic and English language proficiency is a must. 

Positions to commence immediately on a yearly contract. 

For turther inquiries and submission of CVs not later than February 28th, 

1996. contact: 

Aqaba Region Authority 
P.O. Box 21 
Aqaba — Jordan 
Fax: (962-3) 314206 
(962-3) 314200 


Iran confirms 
writer held 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Wednesday confirmed it has 
arrested dissident writer Faraj 
Sarkubi, whose disappear- 
ance had aroused concern in 
Western nations, as be was 
trying to leave the country. 

The government newspaper 
Iran, quoting a police official, 
said. Mr. Sarifuhi, and . his 
brother 'ismaeV' had' ‘ 'been 
seized in. a village near the 
southern port of Bushehr on 
Monday as they were plan- 
ning to leave the country ille- 
gally. 

They were waiting for two 
smugglers to secretly ferry 
them across the Gulf to Dubai 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). the official said, 
adding that the men planned 
ultimately to join their brother 
in Sweden, where he is living 
as a political refugee. 

The official said the police 
had been looking for Mr. 
Sarkuhi since he was reported 
missing last week by his fam- 
ily- 

Germany's Foreign Min- 
istry said Tuesday ihai its 
embassy in Tehran had been 
informed by Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mahmud 
Vaezi of Mr. Sarkuhi's arrest 
and plans lo put him on trial 
for “illegal immigration.” 


Clerides keeps option of 
Greek warplanes open 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cypriot President Glafcos Clerides, whose deci- 
sion to buy Russian anti-aircraft missiles sparked threats of attack by 
Turkey, has left open the option on whether to base Greek warplanes 
on the divided island. 

“The air base is expected to be finished by the end of the year,” the 
Greek-Cypriot leader said in a televised press conference late Tues- 
day, referring to a joint air and naval base being built in southwest 
Cyprus. 

“We have-not yet decided -whether Greek military planes will be 
’ deployed 1 there ■ortf'they just use the -base: for-refueling,!’ said Me 
Oerides. Tension rose sharply on Cyprus &fter the government 
announced in early January that it is buying S-300 surface-to-air mis- 
siles from Russia. Ankara warned of military action but the crisis was 
defused, following U.S. mediation, as Mr Clerides announced that the 
missiles would not be ready for delivery for another 16 months. 

Mr. Clerides also told reporters on Tuesday that he would reject any 
confederal solution granting the Turitish-Cypriots their own state. 
“Any American initiative leading to this objective is bound to fail,” he 
warned. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Three million Muslims pray in Mecca 


DUBAI (R) — Up to three million Muslims thronged i 
Holy City of Mecca in Saudi Arabia on Tuesday id- 
marking Laylat A1 Qadr. the night when the Holy Kc 
was revealed to the Prophet Mohanunad in the year 6t§| 
Saudi newspapers said the region s traffic departme- 3 
estimated that up to three million worshippers offeR 
prayers at the Grand Mosque in Mecca, one of Islan^ 
holiest sites. All the three floors of the holy mosque v 
filled to capacity with worshippers spilling into the h 
and bylanes around the.. .complex,-*- the English-langu 
Arab News said. Laylat AI Qadr falls in the last 10 dagg 
of the holy fasting month of Ramadan, due to end 
week. Up to two million Muslims usually perform 
ann ual hajj pilgrimage to Mecca and nearby Medina. 


UAE to free 215 prisoners for ‘Eid 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Rulers in the United Arab 
rates (UAE) have ordered the release of 21 5 prisoners fojE 
next week's ‘Eid AI Fitr holiday, newspapers 
Wednesday. UAE President Sheik Zayed Ben Sultan j| 
Nabayan ordered 100 prisoners freed from the capital 
Abu Dhabi and its satellite city of AI ‘Ain. Sheik Zay^d 
will pay the fines and debts of the prisoners, the Arabic- 
Language daily AI Kbaleej said. Sheikh Sultan AJ Qassv- 
mi. ruler of Sharjah, one of the seven sheikdoms- that 
make up the UAE, ordered the release of 115 shaijah 
prisoners for good behaviour, the paper said. 



Dubai, Sydney to coordinate in police training 


DUBAI (AFP) — Senior police officers from Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) will travel to Sydney 
next week to discuss training cooperation with the New 
South Wales police department, the Australian consulate 
said Wednesday. The team will leave for Australia on 
Monday for a week-long visit to “look at the way police 
are trained in Australia ... look at cooperation on the train- 
ing side,** a consulate official said. Contacts between the 
UAE and Australia have been increasing with an Emi- 
rates Airline flight from Dubai to Melbourne established 
last year. 


Swiss woman held for marrying 2 Egyptians 


CAIRO (AP) — A Swiss woman suspected of marrying 
two Egyptian men is being held by police for questioning. 
Egypt’s official Middle East News Agency reported. The 
agency's Monday night report said the 40-year-old 
woman, whose name as transliterated from Arabic is 
Heidi Tregilder. was arrested in foe Red Sea resort of 
Sharm AI Sheikh, 400 kilometres southeast of Cairo, (t 
said police were keeping her in custody for 15 days pend- 
ing foe completion of their investigation, but did not say 
when she was arrested or what she was doing in Egypt. A 
Swiss embassy spokesman in Cairo confirmed the arrest, 
but -refused to give foe woman's name or any other 
details. The Egyptian agency said foe Swiss woman was 
married to Mohammed Dia-Eddine, 26, a driver she met 
in Switzerland, and Adel Hamid Mansour. 30. a butcher 
she met in Egypt. 


T\u*k|sh,MPs reject newCiller probe. 


ANKARA (R) — The Turkish-parliament on Wednesday 
decided against setting up an inquiry into Deputy Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller that could have sent her to the 
supreme court on corruption charges. Deputy parliament 
speaker, Uluc Gurkan. told foe house that deputies reject- 
ed by 269 votes to 259 an opposition proposal to probe 
allegations that Ms. Ciller was involved in corruption at 
foe state-owned Turban hotel and tourism company. 


f 


UNHCR says no plans for new Tbrkish Kurd camp 


GENEVA (R) — The LLN. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said on 
Tuesday her agency had no 
plans .to open a new camp for 
Turkish Kurds in northern 
Iraq as chances of it being 
taken over by “political and 
military elements'^ were very 
high. 


Sadako Ogata said that the 
agency could not assist the 
Kurdish refugees in the 
A trash camp — which 


Turkey rays is a base for inde- 
pendence-seeking Kurdish 
guerrillas — as long as they 
remained under the sway of 
military and political leaders. 

The UNHCR closed down 
its aid operations last month 
in Atrusb camp, where up to 
"14,000 people Who fled the 
Kurdish conflict in southeast 
Turkey in 1994 remain in 
tents and makeshift huts. 

“We can't protect Atrush as 
such, and we have decided 


not to set up another camp of 
this type because chances of it 
being taken over by the polit- 
ical and military elements of 
foe camp is very high,” Ms. 
Ogata told in an interview. 

The UNHCR withdrew 
from Atrush in January, say- 
ing Kurdish Labour Party 
(PICK) guerrillas were block- 
ing its operations. 

Ms. Ogata said Shamsul 
Bari, UNHCR's director of 
the northern African and Mid- 


dle East region, was in north- 
ern Iraq negotiating with 
leaders of die refugees in 
Atrush camp. 

She said camp leaders had 0 
asked the UNHCR to contin- 
ue its assistance and perhaps 
move to another area where 
they would be more comfort- 
able. 

“But we can't do that," she 
said. “It's a very dangerous 
area there. We’re not in the 
camp. They chased us out.’’. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 77311I-J9 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

: 13:30 .Cartoon 

. 14:30 They Came From Outer 
: Space 

! 15:00 Feature Film: "Spaa: 
’ Chase” 

. 16:50 ...Call For Prayer and Iftar 

17 JO French Programmes 

; 19:30 News Headlines 

■ 19:33 Pjrethood 

! 20dM> Islam in the West 

' 20:30 Babylon 5 (Science Fh> 
; tirai 

= 21:10 Kung Fu-Thc Legend 

■ 22:00 News in English 

j 22:25 Islam in a Changing World 
! 23:00 Feature Film: Johnny's 

■ Girl 

01 :00 Ramadan Talks 


PRAYER TIMES 


05KM 


fW-tl 


u^o 


14:51 


17:17 


18:36 



Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 8271 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English^peaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


readings: Amman 61 per cent, 
Aqaba 45 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Jihad Sammour 765018 

Dr. Ghaleb Zatraideb 73601 1 

Dr. KhaldounAsfour .699440 

Dr. BBaJAlSarjed 890280 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints -- 897467 


Amman MunldpaDty Com- 
plaints 7871 11 


CHURCHES 

I SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
'Sweifieh,Td. 810740 
| Assemblies of God Church TeL 
i 632785. 

i SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
' Church of the Annunciation 
! Tel. 637440. 

[ De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 
i Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
1622366 

, .Anglican Church Td. 652826. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Cold weather conditions will 
prevail with skies partly cloudy 
and winds easterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


Firas pharmacy -...66191 

Ferdows pharmacy — .778336 
A! Asema pharmacy ..-.637055 
AI Sahun pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy -.637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ... .623672 
Najflb pharmacy — 847632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Al Rub 
276852 

AI Qnds pharmacy 1 — ) 

ZARQA: 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abidali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 


University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Ai-AhK. AbdaB 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 

— 777101/3 

AFBashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marks .89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 
602240/50 


Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 'where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 


1&55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


20:50 Aqaba (RW) 

HU AZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ j 

08>45 Moscow (RJ) 


Water Authority 6S0I0U 

Jordan Electricity Autbority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 


Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -.865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

0&15 .Bombay (RJ) 


09:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

0*45 New Delhi (RJ) 


lthOS... 
10:05 .. 


<09)900560 

IbnSlna Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


10-J0. 

16:25- 


— Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 
-.Berime (RJ) 


11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
11:00 -Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 
11:05 Amsterdam Moored Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 Rome (RJ) 

11:15 -Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (Rj) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

1220 — Athens (RJ) 


Dep. Amman 8:00 a_m_ every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 aim. 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


..Colombo (RJ) 


-London (RJ) 


17:30 ..._ 

18:10 

19:00 Moscow (RJ) 


— Jeddah (add) (RJ) 
-Athens (RJj 


Dc Akram Haddad 9S55S0 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen AEa Inri. Airport 08- 
53200 


IRBID: 

Princess 


Hospital 

(02)275555 

Cathofic Hospital 


Mini JM ax. Temperatures 

Amman 7)2/05 

Apfca 05/15 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
Civfl Defence Department 
6611 II 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
630341 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medkal Centre 
813813/32 


Greek 

(02)272275 

Dm AI Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


19:15 — Abu Dhabi, Al ‘Ain (RJ) 
1925 — Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

19*15 Rome (RJ) 

07:45 Kuala Lumpur (add) iRJ) 


1230 _ 
20:10 . 
20:15. 
20:20 . 
20:20 . 
22:00 
(RI) 
01:00 „ 


— Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

.Cairo (RJj 


■ Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Jeddah iRJ) 

Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 


- Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other flights 
06:00 


-Istanbul (TKi 


AQABA: 

Princess 


Other Flights 

11:00 

12:40 


-Doha (Q7j 11:45 


-Doha (GF) 


07-35 -Beirut, London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

Damascus IQ7) 


Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


nif . 


— -qsajs 

Jordan V^ev^r^.: ( 5 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 04. Aqaba 1 5 Humidity 


CbH Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Po Bee 192. 62IU1. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 


Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pofice 843402 


KhaM Maternity. ...64428 1/6 
Akfleh Maternity. _642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amiran — 636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 


1*30 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 ShariqahCAH) 

15:15 — -Damascus (Q7) 

16:15 .Dubai (EK) 


13:30 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

iS!z — 


-.Riyadh (SV) 
-Doha |Q7) 


20:10 

20-.35 

21:40 


-Beirut (ME) 21:25 


■Cairo (MS) 


16:00, 

1705 . — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
— Cairo (MS) 


-Td Aviv (LY) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09^0 Aqaba (RW) 


! -Amsterdam (KL) 

04:3s Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (IW) Flights 

WSU __ ..Maria (RW) 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/low er price bt fils per kg. 

Apple -..700/500 

Banana..... 550/550 

Banana (imported) .920/750 

Cabbage .70/40 

C 3 ™ J20/150 

Cauliflower............ . 270 / 15 © 

Cucumber t larae) 300/150 

Cucumber (small) . 450/250 

^ggplarn. 150/100 

Fava beans .820/550 

G®** - - ...1150/950 

Grape fruit 170/100 

k™ 1 .400/250 

Marrow (large) 220/140 

Marrow (small) _.._360/22(H 

Onion (green) 170/140 

Onion (dry) _20Q/I20 

Grange 578/450 

Peas 950/700 

Pepper (hot) .280/150 

Pepper (sweet) .400/220 

***** - 290/180 

Radish ..100/60 

Spinach ..., 220/160 

String beans 650/400 

Tomato. ... 170/100 
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HRH Princess Basma s daughter Farah Daghestan! Wednesday distributes food and 
other items to needy families in the Muqablein district of Amman in the course of the 
Ramadan Charity Campaign (Petra photo) 


British envoy arrives 
to discuss Middle East 
cooperation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Edward Chaplin, the British for- 
eign secretaiy’s special envoy on the Oiganisation for 
Cooperation in the Middle East (OCME) arrived in 
Amman last night at the end of a tour in the region. 

The purpose of Mr. Chaplin’s mission is to brief gov- 
ernments in the Middle East on the foreign secretary's 
proposal for an OCME, according to a British embassy 
spokesperson. 

Mr. Chaplin will hold discussions with HRH Crow n 
Prince Hassan to discuss the OCME proposal, the 
product of discussions between Crown Prince Hassan, 
and Foreign Secretary Malcom Rifkind, the 
spokesperson said. 

He will also meet with HRH Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, His Majesty King Hussein’s national 
security advisor, and Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 


Centrist party proposes 
election law amendment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The A1 
Ahd centrist part} 1 , the sec- 
ond largest after the Islamic 
Action From, is proposing 
an amendment to the current 
elections law to raise the 
number of seats in Parlia- 
ment to 125 from the cur- 
rent number of 80 and intro- 
duce mixed-party tickets 
and independent candidates. 

According to a position 
paper, prepared by the party 
and published Wednesday in 
AJ Ra’i Arabic daily, Al Ahd 
calls for 100 members of 
Parliament to be elected as 
individuals and 25 on party 
tickets. 

The paper also proposes 
that for parties to win seats 
according to this proposal 


they should collect at least 
five per cent of the Lotal 
vote. 

Al Ahd is led by Minister 
of Public Works Abdul Hadi 
Majali and includes six 
deputies in the Lower 
House of Parliament as well 
as five ministerial portfo- 
lios. 

According ro the party 
proposal, the 126 seats 
should be distributed taking 
into account both demogra- 
phy and geography. 

It also proposes that can- 
didates be of Jordanian ori- 
gin, have held Jordanian 
nationality for at least 10 
years, not retain duel nation- 
ality nor be a member of an 
illegal organisation which 


opposes the Constitution. 

The paper also proposed 
that armed forces personnel 
be given the right to vote, a 
right which is currently 
legally denied them. 

It advocates simplifying 
voting procedures and that 
the election process be 
supervised by the judiciary. 

Last week. Parliament 
passed an amendment to the 
election law which enacied 
a measure, introduced in 
1993. granting each voter 
only one vote. 

This so-called one-person, 
one-vote allows voters to 
vote for only one candidate 
in their districts for one seat 
out of a number of seats 
ranging from two to five. 
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Suhor through the ages... 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The suhor 
is the last meal before 
dawn which fasti n 
Muslims are allow 
during the holy month 
of Ramadan, as fasting 
is mandated as lasting 
from dawn till sunseL 
following the dictates of 
the Koran. 

Waking early for suhor 
to eat arid drink before 
the daily fast com- 
mences is a Ramadan 
ritual which Muslims 
practise around the 
world. 

The muezzin ascends 
the minarets to call out 
for those who are slum- 
bering to awaken for 
suhor, several times dur- 
ing the ni*iht using reli- 
gious words, poems and 
speeches to draw the 
fosters’ attention. 

As an example, there 
is a common call ‘'Mus- 


ages” states that during 
Ramadan nights (in the 
12th -1 4th centuries) 
men would gather in 
mosques after iftar (the 
first meal to break the 
fast) to perform the isha 
and taraweb prayers. 

In the Amr mosque in 
FistaL Egypt it is said 
that after the men com- 
pleted their prayers, 
they would gather in 
open-air verandas to 
discuss religious mat- 
ters, and a quote is 
attributed to this time.” 
The stars that we see 
have no reflection, if 
they abandon the skies 
then we prohibit fasting 
people from eating.” 

It was therefore said 
that the stars formed 
what was later called 
“the suhor lamp” that 
which would light the 
skies in darkness and 
depart when the light 
broke out in the sky. 

As for the Khalifa, Mr. 
lims, Suhor .will beg#-., Adi^ affirms. ^ would . 
as daylight will come, sit on a large balcony, ■ 
** " after the iftar, to listen to ' 

the Koran as recited by 
the muezzins and other 
religious men and then 
discuss different aspects 


all fasters arise to sate 
your thirst and hunger 
for fasting time will 
soon commence.” 

An Egyptian historian, 
Dhafir Adib, author of 
“’Ramadan in the old 


concerning religion and 
Islam as well as the 


f reatness of Ramadan, 
ie holy month of peace, 
goodwill and forgive- 
ness. 

Later in the evening, 
the preachers would 
begin to glorify the 
Khalifa and note his 
accomplishments until 
ntidnight. 

At midnight, the Khal- 
ifa, accompanied by his 
dose companions and 
ministers, would give 
orders to set a grand 
suhor dinning table and 
distribute gifts and 
sweets to alL, as well as 
to bring home for the 
children. 

Another famous figure 
who comes out in the 
month of Ramadan in 
the Arab and Muslim 
world is the musaharati, 
according to Mr. Adib. 

The musaharati per- 
ambulates in the streets 
late at night, holding a 
drum in one hand and a 
drum stick in the other 
calling for people to 
arise- - ' for*-- the- 1 * Suhor 1 ' 
before dawn and fasting 
time begins. 

The musaharati histor- 
ically only made his 
rounds in the wealthier 
neighbourhoods, repeat- 
edly beating his drum 


three times and chanting 
“Mohammad is God’s 
Prophet" then loudly 
praising the owner of 
the house and wishing 
his family well, telling 
funny stories of old as 
well as religious ones. 

He would then await 
remuneration of either 
money or goods from 
the house owners. 

Traditionally, each 
block would have its 
own musaharati who 
would begin his journey 
two hours after the iftar, 
subsequent to finishing 
the last isha prayer, Mr. 
Adib affirmed. 

During Ramadan, 
there are generally two 
morning calls for 
prayers, the first one is 
called the Ibrar, which 
states that Imsak has 
commenced and that 
fasting is to begin. 

The second ■ morning 
call announces that 
morning prayers are to 
take place. 

The calls are separated 
by an interval of 15 
minutes. 


and celebration of Eid Al Fitr 
in times past 


by Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Fatimid 
Era demonstrated immense 
interest and preparedness 
for the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan and the 
feast of Eid Al Fitr. 

During the final celebra- 
tions, the caliph (a ruler of 
the Islamic world) histori- 
cally distributed sweets 
and clothing unrestrictedly 
to individuals as well as 
the general public. 

In 1121, the cost of the 
garments, distributed by 
the caliph, was estimated 
to be 20.000 dinars and the 
garments were reputed to 
be beautiful clothes woven 
from excellent fabrics. 

Eid expenses were his- 
torically provided from the 
government, private dona- 
tions and money from the 
Dar AJ Fitra, a house which 
gathered token sums from 
Muslims, both fasting and 
not, at the end of every 
Ramadan month. 

This token sum was said 
to .be equivalent to one 
meal and the government 
would annually decide on 
the fee. 

The Dar Al Fitra was also 
responsible for the prepa- 
ration of Eid cakes and bis- 
cuits, a task upon which 


they embarked since the 
month of Rijab, two lunar 
months before Ramadan. 

The cooking budgets 
were said to exceed 1 6,000 
dinars in 1121, for the pur- 
chase of flour, sugar, 
honey, almonds, walnuts, 
sesame, flower-water and 
pistachios along ’ with 
handkerchiefs, silk sheets 
and covers . 

The caliph was also said 
to gather with his minister, 
close companions, princes, 
imams, Koran readers, 
muezzins and the general 
public to celebrate the 
night of the Eid with 
prayers. Koranic recitals 
and prayers for the Prophet 
Mohammad until the break 
of dawn. 

Tradition says that the 
caliph would sit in a 
recessed sitting room with 
a raised floor opening onto 
the main courtyard through 
an arcade, listening to an 
emotional recitation of 
Koranic verses. 

The reciters would later 
be rewarded with money, 
clothing and food from the 
caliph. 

During that time, guests 
from different regions 
would pay their respects to 
the caliph, stable owners 
would exhibit their horses, 
fined in modem colourful 


saddles, in front of the 
caliph. 

Historical documents 
maintain that the display 
would reach up to LOCK) 
horses and that after the 
show they would return to 
the study of the Koran in 
accordance with a Koranic 
verse "God has given peo- 
ple the love of desires and 
accumulated riches like 
gold and silver and saddled 
horses which are life’s joy 
and pleasure. “ 

On the last day of 
Ramadan, the caliph "might 
join his minister, princes, 
judges and guests for 
Furor. a generously 
stocked dinning table, with 
a silver tray for the caliph 
in which was found 
coloured stuffed dates with 
nuts smelling of saffron. 

The minister had a simi- 
lar dining table, lacking 
only the caliph’s private 
tray, which he would open 
to the public. 

Director of Al Harem AJ 
Sharif Rafik Khatib 
described the rationale 
behind the fitra (money 
given to the poor at the end 
of each Ramadan) as that 
the Prophet Mohammad 
was cited as saying "The 
fitra is a religious duty 
expected from all Muslims, 
male or female, young or 


old”. 

In early Islam, the fitra 
was given in the form of 
food to the poor and usual- 
ly the country’s delicacy, 
Mr. Khatib said, but the 
Hanafi religious creed 
decreed that the fitra be 
given in the form of 
money, equivalent to the 
expenditure of the meal to 
be distributed. 

Mr. Khatib stated that the 
Ministry of Awqaf estimat- 
ed the sum this year to be 
600 fils for each Muslim 
irrespective of if they are 
fasting or not. 

In the Fatimid Era. the 
Eid Al Fitr prayers were 
accomplished with cele- 
brations, the caliph would 
dress in white and lead a 
great march from his 
palace to the mosque, sol- 
diers formed two lines to 
salute the caliph and after 
finishing his prayers he 
recited the Eid lecture, usu- 
ally dictared by the chief of 
justice at the time. 

The Eid prayers take 
place in the morning after 
sunrise and at this time of 
the year means approxi- 
mately seven in the morn- 
ing. Mr. Khatib told the 
Jordan Times. 


What’s Going On 


PLAY 

■ * \A Night of Fantasy” (Arabic) 
Centre on Thursday at 8 :00 p. m . 


EXHDSmON/SALE 


• *: Bazaar and open house at Umm Al Qundum, Airport 
R&.exit to Arabian Horse Club r every Friday from 11 a. m- 
5 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

at die Royal Cultural *Plastic artby Egyptian araaMolanmadAJbdul Rahim at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Feb. 6. - 

* Ramdaniat exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve (silver 
nature jcwelery, jams, died fruits) and Jordan River Designs (JRD) 
ornaments (labelcltiths. candies, embroidered accessories) at JRD 

-showroom, Jabal Amman. Frist Circle (TeL 613081). until Feb. 10. 

* Exhibition on the Tnstirate of the Arab World in Paris" at die 

French Cuioinil Gentie, autii Feb. 6. - 


Department warns of frosty roads 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Kingdom will continue 
to endure three nights of 
very cold, frosty weath- 
er with temperatures 
dipping below zero 
degrees centigrade, the 
Department of Meteo- 
rology forecast Wednes- 
day. 

Department Spokes- 
man Jamal Mousa told 
the Jordan Times that 
the frost is caused by a 
very dry and very cold 
air mass affecting the 
country from Siberia. 

Winds will be easterly, 
he said, and rain is not 
expected. 

Temperatures are not 
expected to rise above a 
maximum of four 
degrees and will drop to 
minus two degrees at 
night, he added. 

The cold will be espe- 
cially acute in the moun- 


tainous and badia 
regions of Jordan. 

Mr. Mousa said that 
the very cold weather 
will freeze water pipes 
as well as ice on the 
roads and that even in 
the normally warmer 
areas of the Jordan Val- 
ley, extra precautions 
are needed to protect the 
water pipe networks and 
water metres 

Earlier, the department 
reported snowfall on the 
Maan and Shobak gover- 
norates in the south and 
parts of the northern 
Ajloun governorate dur- 
ing Tuesday and 
Wednesday night while 
the civil defence author- 
ities reported slippery 
roads hindering travel in 
the northern and south- 
ern regions. 


Man dies in accident en route to pilgrimage 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — One Jor- 
danian died and nine others 
were injured in a road accident 
while on their way to perform 
the lesser pilgrimage from 
Medina (o Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia, according to a report 
published by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Wednesday- 

Acting upon directives from 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
issued military instructions to 
transport the dead and wound- 
ed from Saudi Arabia to Jor- 
dan on board a military heli- 
copter. The helicopter also 
carried a medical team to the 
accident site approximately 
120 kilometres south of Medi- 
na. 

The deceased was identified 
as Sadeq Shreideh and the nine 
injured, including the driver, 
were riding a bus which over- 
turned while passing over a 
culvert on the way to Mecca, 
according to an official report. 

The report said that five of 


the injured have been admitted 
to the King Hussein Medical 
Centre and the rest were 
admitted to the Princess Ra> a 
Bint Al Hussein Government 
Hospital in Dcir Abi Said, in 
the lib id governorate. 

Ambulances from the Royal 
Medical Sen ices of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces, the 
Civil Defence Department and 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
transported the injured subse- 
quent to their arrival through 
the Marka airport earlier 
Wednesday. 

Prince Hassan instructed 
authorities to ensure that the 
injured receive all necessary 
care and treatment and he was 
assured as to the arrangements 
for their treatment. Petra stat- 
ed. 

The Crown Prince delegated 
the director of Irbid police 
department to convuy condo- 
lences to the family of the late 
Mr. Shreideh. the agency 
reported. 


‘Women face uphill battle in JBA elections’ 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two women 
who intend to run for the 
Jordan Bar Association 
council seat face an uphill 
task as the JBA does not 
differ from society’s gener- 
al attitude when women 
seek elected positions, 
political analysts say. 

Mufedah Sweidan. the 
first woman in Jordan to 
hold a Ph.D. in criminal 
law and Ghusoun Rahal, 
who has not yet registered, 
have expressed their inter- 
est in running in the 10- 
member council elections, 
scheduled to take place in 
March. 

Analysts stress that the 
political setting of the 3,000 
member association, 10 per 
cent of whom are women, 
makes it quite difficult for 
an independent lawyer to 
win a seat. They also 
believe that culpability 
mainly lies on female 
lawyers, who are reportedly 
unwilling to unanimously 
coordinate to elect a female 
colleague. 


"Rather than concentrat- 
.ing on the possible advan- 
tages (which would follow] 
if a woman wins a seat in 
the council, female lawyers 
unfortunately, tend to con- 
centrate more on personal 
differences,” said one 
woman lawyer who 
requested anonymity. 

According to these ana- 
lysts, the only means by 
which a woman can win a 
seat on the JBA council is 
through nomination by a 
strong political movement 
at the JBA. 

Historically, the associa- 
tion has two major compet- 
ing trends — the Islamist 
umbrella and the currently 
dominant Arab nationalists 
and leftist grouping. 

If a woman is to win a 
council seat, then she 
should be running under the 
auspices of either of these 
groups, lawyers say stress- 
ing that otherwise she has 
no chance. 

Ms. Sweidan, who ran for 
the Irbid seat in the 1989 
parliamentary elections, 
welcomed the nomination 
intent of Ms. Rahal and told 


the Jordan Times, that, 
although wepien are npt 
discriminated against at the 
association, “nevertheless 
they should be represented 
at the decision-making 
level" 

It is important, she said, 
to have more then one 
woman on the council. 

Female lawyers, inter- 
viewed by the Jordan 
Times; divided themselves 
into two camps; those in 
favour of voting for a 
woman even if they dis- 
agree with her politics, and 
those who believe chat their 
representative should be a 
convincing candidate 
regardless~of gender. 

“If each woman lawyer 
voted for woman candidate 
we would see a women in 
the council very soon," said 
Attorney Fanan Sharif. She 
added that woman lawyers 
should give each other a 
chance to prove them- 
selves. 

Ghader Fayya 2 agreed 
with Ms. Sharif and said 
that although she differed 
politically with a number of 
women who ran in previous 


elections she nevertheless 
: vq(ed fpr them. Both say 
they will vote for women 
candidates. 

On the other hand. Attor- 
neys Basmsah Nussur and 
Diya’ Bess said that 
although they believe it 
important to see female 
lawyers represented on the 
council, they were unwill- 
ing to vote for a woman 
candidate based on gender 
alone. 

“I would like to be repre- 
sented by a unionist, be it 
man or women, but I will 
not vote on the basis of gen- 
der," Ms. Nussur said. 

Ms. Bess concurred, "if 
all female lawyers at the 
association get their act 
together and nominate a 
woman with strong beliefs 
and personality, I would 
vote for her, otherwise there 
is no chance.” 

A total of 29 lawyers have 
heretofore formally regis- 
tered to run for the 10 seat 
council. Nomination 

opened on Jan. 1 and will 
close on Feb. 20. 
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News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Eriday, February 6-7, 1997 


Taleban want talks, not fight 
with Shi’ite militia leader 


KABUL (AFPi — The Ta- 
leban religious militia said 
Wednesday they would ra- 
ther negotiate with opposi- 
tion leader Abdul Karim 
Khalili than fight his Hezb- 
e- Wahdai Shi’ite party 
based in central Bamyan 
province. 

"We will solve the prob- 
lem of Bamiyan without 
fighting insha-Allah (God 
willing!" Taleban spokes- 
man und acting Minister of 
Information and Culture 
Amir Khan Muttaqi told 
AFP. 

"We do not have any per- 
sonal enmity with Khalili. 
We request him to help us in 
establishment of an Islamic 
government (throughout the 
country)." Mr. Muttaqi ad- 
ded. 

The Taleban have ad- 
vanced to the doorstep of 
Bamiyan province follow- 
ing a lighting offensive. 

"Evacuation of Bamyan is 
not necessary if Mr. Khalili 
agrees to the establishment 
of the Islamic government 
... " he stressed. 

A Khalili spokesman in 
Peshawar recently termed 
die Taleban religious militia 
“an undeniable reality 
which controls most parts of 
the country." 

But Mr. Muttaqi denied a 
delegation from Mr. Khalili 
was already in Kabul. 

Taleban forces, which 
moved into the Ghorband 


Valley after hard ftghung 
through the strategic Salang 
Valley over the past week, 
have taken the Sheikh AJi 
district. 140 kilometres 
northwest of Kabul and are 
now poised to attack 
Bamiyan province. 

Mr. Khalili has joined 
with ousted government 
forces, under the command 
of Ahmad Shah Masood, 
and troops loyal to northern 
warlord Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum to form an opposition 
alliance against the Taleban. 

The Taleban control the 
southern two-thirds of Af- 
ghanistan and began their 
push northwards with a 
spectacular siege and victo- 
ry over Kabul at the end of 
September. 

The easy advance by the 
Taleban through Ghorband. 
one of three mountainous 
routes to northern Afgha- 
nistan. has been helped by 
the defection to their side of 
a large number of local 
armed villagers, who claim 
they were mistreated by the 
opposition alliance. 

The Taleban claimed over 
the weekend that residents 
of Behsoud and Tagab dis- 
tricts, in Wardak province, 
had revolted against Mr. 
Khalili and disarmed "tens 
of his men.” 

The two districts in 
Wardak. 35 kilometers west 
of Kabul, have been loyal to 
Mr. Khalili, whose Hezb-e- 


Wahdat faction is made up 
of Shiite Muslim Afghans 
from the Hazara ethnic 
group. 

The Taleban-conrrolled 
radio said the rebels in 
Wardak set fire to vehicles 
belonging to the fighters of 
Mr. Khalili. 

Taleban fighters in Ghor- 
band have said they intend 
to capture Bamiyan before 
attacking General Dostum’s 
northern fiefdom. 

The Islamic militia, which 
captured Kabul in Septem- 
ber. controls two thirds of 
Afghanistan. It has vowed 
to "enforce a system based 
on Sharia law throughout 
the country. 

Meanwhile, ten Afghans 
refugees die every day in 
camps in the western Af- 
ghan province of Herat, the 
United Nations said in a re- 
port released here Tuesday. 

The report, which called 
for urgent food assistance, 
said an intensification of 
fighting between supporters 
of the Taleban militia and 
northern warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum in north- 
western Badghis province 
had resulted in new waves 
of refugees. 

Severe cold, hunger and 
related diseases in the Herat 
camps killed an average of 
10 people a day, four of 
them children, it said. At 
least 15 families add to the 
camps' population every 


day. it added. 

It said both sides suffered 
heavy casualties in the 
fighting. The Taleban have 
reportedly been transporting 
their dead and wounded 
from the frontlines to east- 
ern Jalalabad city. 

In four refugee concentra- 
tions in Badghis, 11,000 
displaced people are in 
"urgent need" of food, blan- 
kets. winter clothes and 
medicine, the report said. 

Tbe U.N. sources said 
95,000 people had arrived 
in Kabul from northern Par- 
wan and Kapisa provinces 
after the Taleban religious 
militia overran them last 
month. 

The Taleban have ordered 
the ethnic Tajik inhabitants 
of three northern towns — 
Charikar. Jabul Seraj. Gul- 
bahar — to abondon their 
homes so . that the mainly 
Pashtun mili tia could feel 
secure against any uprising 
or guerrilla attacks behind 
their lines, local residents 
have said. 

The move followed heavy 
casualties suffered by the 
Taleban in October when 
they were driven out of 
those areas amid a revolt by 
local people. 

Though a majority of the 
refugees have been accomo- 
dated by their relatives in 
the capital, dozens more 
have been lodged in school 
buildings. 


U.S. says Albright origins won’t change her views 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Clinton administration said 
Tuesday that the discovery 
that Secretary of Slate Ma- 
deleine Albright appears to 
be of Jewish ancestry in no 
way complicated her ability 
to encouraee peace in the 
Middle East. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry told repor- 


ters Mrs. Albright herself 


briefed President Bill Clin- 
. irh ton ancL-J^pe- president Al 
. L . . Gore on .the matter Monday.- 
"The president said it was 
a fascinating story and 
encouraged Madeleine to 
find out more, to look into 
her family history." Mr. 
McCurry said. "He drought 
it was fascinating." 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said 
that, based on newly avail- 
able information. the 
Czech- born Albright be- 
lieved it was "more than 
likely" her grandparents 
were Jewish and three of 
them died in the holocaust. 

The Washington Post 
recently researched Mrs. 
Albright’s background and 
reported Tuesday that more 
than a dozen of her rela- 
tives. including three grand- 
parent n. were killed as 
Jewish victims of the holo- 


caust in Czechoslovakia. 

"Based on the information 
she has received. Secretary 
Albright believes it is more 
than likely that these events 
occurred." Mr. Bums said. 
But he said Ms. Albright 
and her family felt a need to 
follow up on the Post’s 
research and confirm their 
genealogy themselves. 

Mr. Bums said Mrs. Al- 
bright had believed from an 
early age that she was Ro- 
dman Catholic- and only. now. 
was coming to understand 
her heritage was Jewish. 
She was raised as a Catholic 
but later became an Epis- 
copalian. 

Asked Tuesday if the dis- 
covery might in any way 
complicate Mrs. Albright’s 
efforts to encourage" the 
Middle East peace process, 
Mr. McCurry replied: "No.” 

"There are three great 
monotheistic traditions that 
consider the Middle East a 
holy place and we have tal- 
ented diplomats from all 
three religious traditions 
that work on the Middle 
East peace process," he 
added. 

At the State Department. 
Mr. Bums told a news brief- 
ing the discovery "in no 
way. shape or form will 


have any impact whatsoever 
on her performance or her 
outlook as secretary of 
state.” 

"I think that we can trust 
that leaders around the 
world, particularly those in 
the Middle East, will be so- 
phisticated enough to un- 
derstand who she is. and 
who she works for." he said. 
"I don't anticipate this being 
an issue whatsoever.” 

Mr. Bums insisted that 
-Mrs.. Albright "didnTt know . 
anything about this” until 
last week when questioned 
by the Washington Post. 

He said the Post had given 
Mrs. Albright the results of 
its research and "she intends 
to follow this up." 

He said that since Mrs. 
Albright was nominated in 
December to be secretary of 
state she had received a 
great deal of mail from 
Eastern Europe, some of 
which referred to the fact 
that her family might have 
Jewish roots. 

"A lot of this mail re- 
ferred to stories about her 
father or her which were 
clearly inaccurate. And so 
she didn’t pay much atten- 
tion to it,” he said. “Frankly, 
so much came in at a very 
busv time that she didn't 


look." 

Mrs. Albright was two 
years old when her parents 
left Czechoslovakia in 
1939, less than two weeks 
after the Nazi occupation. 
The family eventually came 
to the United States. 

Meanwhile, a Saudi news- 
paper said Wednesday The 
"Zionist octopus" leaked 
reports that U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
has Jewish- origins in a bid 
to pressure Washington into 
bolstering Israel. 

“The Washington Post ar- 
ticle which revealed that 
Mrs. Albright is not Chris- 
tian but Jewish constitutes 
indirect Zionist blackmail" 
against tbe Americans so 
they adopt a pro-Israel 
stand, Al Madina newspaper 
said. 

Riyadh, which has tight 
control over its media, al- 
lows its newspapers to 
launch frequent attacks 
against Israel and Jews. 

"The Zionist octopus 
which is blackmailing Swit- 
zerland currently” over Je- 
wish funds stolen by the 
Nazis in World War n "is 
tbe same as tbe one which is 
trying to seize Arab rights.” 
the daily added. 


9 more people massacred in Algeria — paper 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Nine 
people from the same fami- 
ly were massacred earlier 
this week in a mountain vil- 
lage near Medea, south of 
Algiers, the daily Al Waran 
newspaper reported Wed- 
nesday. 

It said (he victims, includ- 
ing women and children, 
hud their throats slit in a raid 
by a commando unit of 
about 20 men overnight on 
Monduv in the village of 


Benchicao. 

The paper did not provide 
any other information on 
the killings, which come 
amid a wave of similar mas- 
sacres since the start of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan on 
Jan' 10. 

The killings have been 
blamed on militants vying 
to topple the military- 
backed government. 

The extremists have killed 
almost 300 people in the 


last month, according to 
accounts of the violence, 
mainly by the local media. 

Last Saturday 31 people 
were decapitated near Kti- 
ten, located in a mountain- 
ous region where the extre- 
mists are heavily active. 

Another killing that 
stunned the country and the 
international community 
was that of Abdul Haq Ben 
Hamcuda. a highly-respect- 
ed trade union" leader who 


was gunned down in the 
capital on Jan. 2S. The gov- 
ernment has generally cho- 
sen not to publicise the vio- 
lence which has claimed 
more than 50,000 lives 
since the extremist launched 
their campaign in January 
1992, after the cancellation 
of general elections that the 
now outlawed Islamic Sal- 
vation Front was poised to 
win. 


Bulgarians celebrate, newspapers acclaim victory 


SOFIA i R ) — Bulgarians 
celebrated into the early 
hours of Wednesday after 
their ex-Communist rulers 
agreed in elections in April, 
and new spapers. acclaimed a 
victory for the people who 
turned out for 30 days of 
mass protests. 

"Nation triumphs. Socia- 
lists decline mandate" said 
Standart daily, which had 
"victory" printed across 
each page in opposition 
blue, in place of Tuesday's 
"strike." 

Jubilant Bulgarians turned 
roadblocks into street par- 
ties Tuesday night dancing, 
singing and" waving opposi- 
tion Hags in defiance of 
sub-zero temperatures. 

The main opposition Un- 
ion of Democratic Forces 
( UDFi invited its supporters 
to a final victory rally in 
Sofia Wednesday evening. 

President Peiar Stoyanov. 
who mediated the agree- 


ment. warned Tuesday the 
political settlement would 
not ease the country’s se- 
vere economic crisis. 

"After the night of cele- 
bration. early in the morn- 
ing when a man is hungry, 
he may ask the following 
questions: What will hap- 
pen from now on? When 
will the shops open? What 
can we find in them? And 
from where will we get mo- 
ney to buy it?” said a com- 
mentary in Troud daily. 

Despite the euphoria, one 
central Sofia bread shop had 
a queue of about 100 people 
outside from early morning 
and a saleswoman said peo- 
ple were buying up to 10 
loaves each. 

"I am not buying bread 
only for my family but for 
my neighbours too, as they 
work during the day.” said 
pensioner Nikola Peev, 
struggling to cany 1 1 loaves 
of bread. 


"I hope that now the polit- 
ical deadlock has been cut, 
the new government to 
come will investigate the 
reasons and sue the officials 
responsible for the bread 
crisis.” said Boriana Tsolo- 
va. 

Under the constitution. 
Mr. Stoyanov must appoint 
a caretaker government 
whose main task will be to 
organise the elections. Par- 
liament will be dissolved 
once it has cleared oustand- 
ing business. 

Socialist Party leader 
Georgi Parvancv warned 
Tuesday such a government 
would have no control over 
organised crime. 

"In the absence of all nec- 
essary laws, of an effective 
parliament and a working 
government, in the next few 
months Bulgaria will be a 
gangsters' paradise,” he 
said. 

Papers quoted the Socia- 


lists' nominee for Prime 
Minister Nikolai Dobrev as 
telling the party Tuesday he 
would not form a govern- 
ment because ignoring the 
protests would lead to 
bloodshed. 

“I know you will think me 
a traitor but 1 will not have 
my hands dipped in blood,” 
Kononent daily quoted him 
as saying. 

The Bulgarian lev recov- 
ered to 2,400-2,600 to the 
dollar on the Interbank 
Market from lows of 3.000- 
3,100 Tuesday. The curren- 
cy has been in freefall since 
the beginning of the year 
and many exchange bureaus 
have run out of levs. 

The Central Bank said 
Tuesday its foreign ex- 
change reserves had fallen 
to S415 million at end-Jan- 
uary from $955-6 million a 
vear earlier. 


Clinton 
starts 
crusade 
to improve 
schools 



June, 1994 crime scene photograph of the body of murder victim Nicole Brown 
Simpson at the steps to her condominium in the Brentwood section of Los Angeles 
which was shown to jurors during the civil wrongful death lawsuit trial against defen- 
dant OJ. Simpson. Tbe jury in O Jf. Simpson's civil trial has found the former foot- 
ball star responsible for the deaths of Nicole Simpson and her friend Ronald 
Goldman, ordering Simpson to pay $8.5 milli on in damages (Reuter photo) 


Jury blames Simpson for 2 killings 


SANTA MONICA, California, (R) — 
Sixteen months after OJ. Simpson was 
cleared of murder charges, a civil trial jury 
blamed him Tuesday for the brutal killings 
of his ex-wife and her friend and ordered 
him to pay SS.5 million in compensatory 
damages. 

In the sequel to one of the most sensa- 
tional murder trials of modem times, jurors 
unanimously found the ex-football star 
responsible for a deadly 1994 knife attack 
on Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald 
Goldman, and declared that he acted with 
"malice” and “oppression.” 

The mostly white panel deliberated for six 
days before deciding on a judgment agarnst 
Simpson — effectively repudiating the not- 
guilty verdict a predominantly bTack jury 
returned in less than four hours in his 1995 
criminal case. 

Public reaction to the verdict was split 
. once again along racial lines, but this time 
.most, whites supported the jury's decision 
while most blacks called it unjust — a 
reversal in the attitudes that prevailed after 
Simpson's acquittal. 

Simpson, 49, will serve no jail time, but 
be could lose much of what is left of the 
multimillion-dollar fortune he earned in his 
days as a star running back, advertising 
pitchman and sports caster. 

Along with compensatoiy damages 
awarded to the victims’ families, he could 
be slapped with millions more in punitive 
damages — designed to punish him for 
wrongdoing — in the next phase of the trial 
set to begin as early as Thursday. 

While boisterous crowds massed outside 
the courthouse and police went on alert to 
head off possible unrest. Simpson sat stoic 
and stone-faced in a hushed courtroom as 
the verdict was read. 

The victims' family members, who 
brought the wrongful-death case and 
refused to drop it even after Simpson was 
acquitted of criminal charges, shed tears of 
joy as they heard the jury’s judgment. 

Ron Goldman's sister. Kim, threw herself 
forward in her seat, shouting, "Oh my 
God.” Cheers erupted in the courtroom, and 
judge Hiroshi Fujisaki warned spectators to 
keep silent or eJse they would be removed. 

Simpson left the courthouse to a chorus of 
boos and shouts of "killer” from hundreds 
of people gathered outside, and poh'ce 
ringed the black Chevrolet Suburban car be 
was riding in. 

President Bill Clinton, whose televised 


state of the union address was almost over- 
shadowed by the events in Santa Monica, 
urged Americans to respect the jury’s judg- 
ment and called for racial unity. “It’s time to 
move on and address the larger issues that 
confront America,” Mr. Clinton said in a 
statement relayed by White House 
spokesman Mike McCurry. 

A ban on cameras in the courtroom pre- 
vented millions from witnessing the deci- 
sive moment in the courtroom drama as 
they did when the verdict was read on Oct. 
3, 1995. in Simpson’s nationally televised 
criminal trial. 

But from coast to coast Tuesday night, 
radio and televison stations broadcast live 
from outside the Santa Monica courthouse. 

In their judgment against Simpson, jurors 
slapped him with $8.5 million in compen- 
satory damages. Because Goldman's family 
members were the ones who filed a wrong- 
, ful-death suit, .the bulk of the money is 
payable to them as recompense for the loss 
of his love, companionship and moral sup- 
port 

Nicole Brown Simpson's estate brought 
what is known as a "survivorship claim,” 
which in the first round does not entitle it to 
compensatory damages. 

However, the estate will share in any 
punitive damages, which jurors will decide 
based largely on how reprehensible the 
crime was. The judge told jurors to take 
Wednesday off but to return to court on 
Thursday morning, when the punitive dam- 
ages phase may get under way. 

Whatever the amount the victims* fami- 
lies will have a hard time collecting. 
Simpson’s net worth, estimated at $1 1 mil- 
lion four years ago, has been decimated by 
legal costs, and most of his remaining S3 
million is sunk into pension and retirement 
funds that are untouchable, according to a 
joint investigation by CNN and Time mag- 
azine. 

Simpson’s second trial did not amount to 
“double jeopardy” — which is prohibited 
by law — but rarely in tbe history of U.S. 
jurisprudence has a criminal defendant been 
acquitted only to be tried again on civil 
charges. 

The panel of six men and six women con- 
sisted of nine whites, one Hispanic, one 
Asian- American and one member of mixed 
black and Asian descent — a near reversal 
from the racial composition of the jury that 
was picked in downtown Los Angeles to 
hear the criminal trial. 


U.K. parties clash over EU and jobs 


LONDON lR) — Britain's 
two major political parties 
have clashed angrily over 
the European Union I'EU). 
each charging the other of 
putting thousands of jobs at 
risk by their policies to- 
wards Brussels. 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor claimed in a speech 
Tuesday that British dole 
queues could lengthen by 
500.000 if the opposition 
Labour party won power at 
an imminent election and 
signed up to the EU’s social 
chapter on workplace stan- 
dards. 

Labour's foreign affairs 
spokesman Robin Cook 
accused Mr. Major of a 
“betrayal of Britain's inter- 
ests” in constantly giving in 
to demands by his party's 
so-called “Eurosceptics.” 

Mr. Cook likened the Eu- 
rosceptics to the militant 
tendency, a Trotskyist 
Group which infiltrated the 
Labour Party in the 1980s, 
and pushed hs policies ever 
leftward, rendering it une- 
lectable. 

“But whereas the Labour 
Party turned on militant and 


crushed them, John Major is 
running further and further 
away from his Euroscep- 
tics.” he told reporters 
ahead of a speech he is to 
deliver on Europe Wednes- 
day. 

Tbe exchanges came with 
an election due within 3-1/2 
months and opinion polls 
indicating Labour is poised 
to push the Conservatives 
out of power for the first 
time since 1979. 

Mr. Cook said Mr. Major 
was concentrating on pre- 
serving party unity at the 
expense of advancing Bri- 
tain's cause in Europe and 
promoting the good rela- 
tions London needed with 
its EU partners. 

"Our investments and our 
jobs depend on a successful 
relationship between Bri- 
tain and the EU,” Mr. Cook 
said. 

In his speech to business- 
men in Brussels, Mr. Major 
said making companies 
comply with scores of gov- 
ernment regulations was 
adding to the unemploy- 
ment registers in other EU 
states. 


“Over-regulation doesn't 
work, and as a result nor do 
millions of Europeans,” he 
said. 

He contrasted Britain's 
success in creating over 
900.000 new jobs in recent 
years with stubbornly high 
jobless figures in countries 
like Spain and France, and 
warned of dire conse- 
quences if Britain signed up 
for the social chapter as 
Labour promises. 

“One signature on the 
social chapter would mean 
half a million signatures on 
me dole.Jt would become a 
Trojan horse unloading on 
Britain the problems which 
brought us to a low point in 
the 1 970s,” he said. 

The charge prompted Mr. 
Cook to release extracts of 
Wednesday's speech in ad- 
l n * em - he accuses 
Mr. Major of a "grotesque 
caricature” which “demeans 
both tbe level of political 
debate and the standine of 
ms office." 

He challenges Mr. Major 
to say how he arrived at the 

* U S, lc i ous| y round" ficure 
of o00,000 job losses. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

President Bill Clinton 

opens his national crusade 
to raise the level of U.S. 
education Wednesday with 
a day-trip to Augusta, 
Georgia, where he will pro- 
mote a plan to encourage 
more Americans to go to 
college. 

The plan is modelled on a 
Georgia programme that 
uses state lottery money to 
finance college scholar- 
ships. Mr. Clinton, hoping 
to make 14 years of school- 
ing the national norm ins- 
tead of the current 12, , 
would offset tuition with w 
$1,500 tax credit for two 
years, which would pay for 
most community colleges. 

In his state of the union 
speech on Tuesday night, 
Mr. Clinton called educa- 
tion “one of the critical 
national security' issues for 
our future" and vowed to 
lead a “national crusade” to 
make U.S. schools the envy 
of the world. 

As he described a rosy 
picture of a country enjoy- 
ing a strong economy, with 
crime and welfare rolls 
down in a speech that ran 
one hour, much of the 
nation’s attention was riv- 
eted on Santa Monica, 
California, where a jury 
was about to deliver its ver- 
dict on the civil trial of OJ. 
Simpson. 

The White House feared 
— unnecessarily, as it hap- 
pened — that the television 
networks would preempt * 
the speech for the verdict 
that Mr. Simpson was 
liable for the deaths of ex- 
wife Nicole and her friend 
Ron Goldman, both hacked 
to death in 1994. 

"The president felt that 
there was a very good at- 
mosphere of bipartisanship i 
in the hall," White House j 
spokesman Mike McCurry j 
' told reporters after the : 
speech. “He’s very confi- j 
dent that as he works with i 
Congress ... that we’U be ; 
able to start working on the i 
agenda he outlined to- 1 
night.” 

Mr. Clinton, who began j 
his second term on Jan. 20, 
said his main goals over the 
next four years were to 
improve education, balance 
the budget and reform cam- 
paign financing. 

“We face no imminent 
threat, but we do have an 
enemy: The enemy of ougp 
time is inaction,” Mr. Clin- 
ton told the joint Houses of 
Congress in the ornate 
house of representatives 
chamber and millions 
watching on television. “So 
tonight. 1 issue a call to ac- 
tion ... to prepare America 
for the 2 1 st century.” 

The need to strengthen 
U.S. education has been a 
subject of intense discus- 
sion since Ronald Reagan's 
presidency in the 1980s, 
when a national commis- 
sion found a “rising tide of 
mediocrity” in American 
schools, and warned that 
the country faced inevi- 
table decline if the situation 
were not reversed. 

"We must understand the 
significance of this endeav- 
our: one of the greatest 
sources of our strength 
throughout the cold w I 
was a bipartisan foreign 
policy because our future 
was at stake, politics 
stopped at the water's 
edge,” Mr. Clinton said. 

"Now I ask you — I ask 
all our nation's governors, 
and 1 ask teachers, parents 
and citizens all across 
America, for a new non- 
partisan commitment to 
education,” he added. 

Mr. Clinton proposed $51 
billion for education in the 
fiscal year starting Oct. I , a 
-0 per cent increase over 
current spending, to pay for 
education, training and tax 
cuts tied to education that 
J* 10 be outlined in his 
budget blueprint to be sent 
to Capitol Hill for consid- 
eration Thursday. 

Under Mr. Clinton's pro- 
Srontme, spending would 
nse to nearly $60 billion J 
year by 2002 even as other 
programmes are cut to bal- 
ance the federal budget by 
that year. 
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a ™y helicopter lauds near San Juanito, some 120 kilometres east of Bogota, Tuesday. The fighting 
with leftist Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) have so far left at least 19 dead soldiers and dozens 
listed as wounded or missing. Army sources said that up to 1,000 troops were set to be ferried into the combat zone 
(Reuter photo) 

16 soldiers die in heavy fighting near Bogota 
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SAN JUANITO, Colombia 
(R) — The Colombian gov- 
ernment said Tuesday that 
16 soldiers and as many as 
15 leftist guerrillas were 
killed in a fierce four-day 
battle in a mountainous area 
near the capital city. 

The fighting, in which the 
defence ministry said 1 3 to 
15 Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) rebels were killed, 
began late Friday when 
about 50 soldiers were air- 
lifted into the area in pursuit 
of what was initially 
thought to be a small band 
of insurgents. 

The battle was the worst 
and longest to erupt near 
Bogota in recent memory as 
what turned out to be hun- 
dreds of FARC rebels made 
their presence felt with a 
1 " b&g on the doorstep of the 
'""jjafctiri’s^prtal. 

Defence Minister Guiller- 
mo Alberto Gonzalez, who 
announced the army casualty 
figure with “deep regret” in a 
national radio interview. 


denied reports that dozens of 
soldiers were missing or 
unaccounted for in the ragged 
combat area around this 
mountain town just 50 kilo- 
metres east of the capital. 

“There are no missing sol- 
diers.” Mr. Gonzalez said. 

He said 21 soldiers were 
stranded in the early stages 
of the firefigbt. But be said 
ail had been plucked to 
safety by their fellow troops 
and most were rescued un- 
harmed. 

Army chief General Ma- 
nuel Jose Bonett told for- 
eign journalists last week 
that Bogota was among the 
strategic targets of the 
FARC and National Libera- 
tion Army, Colombia’s sec- 
ond-largest guerrilla group. 

Earlier Tuesday Colom- 
bia’s army said it was pouring 
hundreds of reinforcements 
into the mountainous area^ 

Army sources in Villavi- 
ceneio, capital of Meta pro- 
vince, told Reuters up to 
1,000 troops were set to be 
ferried into the combat 


zone. 

Military sources also con- 
firmed that intense aerial 
bombardments of the area 
had been under way since 
Sunday in a bid to crush the 
rebels. 

The latest bombardments 
came just after dawn 
Tuesday and lasted nearly 
90 minutes. Later in the day 
helicopter gunships buzzed 
an outlying settlement and 
strafed hillsides. 

One chopper later touched 
down in an area known as 
El Tablon and picked up at 
least three bodies of dead 
soldiers, witnesses said. No 
further gunfire was heard 
from mid-afternoon but an 
army officer said combat 
could restart at any moment 

“I’m sure the FARC has- 
n't got away. We have the 
exit routes out of the area 
blocked, they're -just lying 
low,” he said. 

At least 400 people have 
fled to San Juanito from 
outlying villages since late 
on Friday, pouring into the 


streets of the normally quiet 
farming town of about 
1,200 people. 

“] was about half a mile 
from the fighting, at night I 
saw the bullets flying past 
my door and windows,” 
said Jose Angel Munoz, 
who said he fled his village 
Sunday with his wife and 
seven children. 

‘Tve never known such 
fear, the fighting has never 
been this bad.” he said. 

‘Tt made me so sad to see 
the bombings this morn- 
ing,” added Litia Gutierrez, 
another displaced villager. 
‘T just don’t know when I 
can go home again or what I 
will find when I get there.” 
The combat zone was cor- 
doned off by troops late 
Tuesday. But there was no 
indication that FARC forces 
were fleeing in. the face of 
the government's firepower.” 
Mr. Gonzalez said combat 
continued in the zone late 
Tuesday and said “it will 
continue as long as neces- 
sary.” 
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S. Koreans take anti-Taiwan protests to sea 
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SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean activists on Wednesday 
took their anti-Taiwanese 
protest to sea as Seoul asked 
a U.N. body to convince 
Taipei to drop its plan to 
ship nuclear waste to North 
Korea. 

Witnesses said abouL 200 
activists aboard 40 char- 
tered boats sailed several 
kilometres towards Taiwan, 
flying placards condemning 
both Taiwan and North Ko- 
rea for what they called a 
deal threatening peace and 
security in North East Asia. 

Under a contract signed 
by state utility Taiwan Po- 
wer Co and a North Korean 
state agency on Jan. 1 1, Tai- 
wan is due to ship up to 
200,000 barrels of nuclear 
waste to North Korea. 


The activists, demonstrat- 
ing off the western port of 
Inchon, also carried pickets 
reading: “Taiwan should 
scrap the anti-environmen- 
tal, anti-humane act” and 
“‘North Korea, don’t pollute 
the Korean peninsula with 
radioactive waste.” 

Taiwan has flatly rejected 
the idea of dropping the 
deal. 

Witnesses said no mar- 
itime police vessels inter- 
vened in the maritime rally , 
that lasted 1-1/2 hours. 

In Seoul, riot police 
stopped nearly 1,000 elder- 
ly citizens Dying to march 
on the Taiwanese Trade 
Representative Office in 
protest against the waste 
deal, witnesses said. 

Most of them were bom in 


North Korea before the Ko- 
rean peninsula was divided 
into the communist north 
and capitalist south at the 
end of World War II. 

The two countries are still 
technically at war after their 
1950-53 conflict ended with 
a truce, not a peace treaty. 

The foreign ministry said 
it had asked the Internatio- 
nal Atomic Eneigy Agency 
(IAEA) to block the ship- 
ment 

Suh Dae-Won, director- 
general of the ministry’s 
United Nations Systems 
Bureau, said the director 
general of the Vienna-based 
IAEA, Hans Blix, had pro- 
mised South Korea that it 
would try to persuade Tai- 
wan to drop the plan. 

Seoul says the deal threat- 


ens to pollute the peninsula 
with radioactivity and 
points out there has been no 
verification that the impov- 
erished North can store the 
waste safely. 

Taiwan says the plan com- 
plies with international reg- 
ulations and that shipments 
would be securely padeed in 
steel barrels. 

Last week, seven mem- 
bers of the environmentalist 
group Green Korea were 
expelled from Taipei after 
their protest there. 

Beijing, which considers 
Taiwan a renegade province, 
has condemned Tape! for the 
nuclear waste deal. 

Taiwan has no diplomatic 
ties with either North or 
South Korea. Both recog- 
nise China. 


Zairean rebel leader gives Mobutu an ultimatum 
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GOMA. Zaire (R) — Zair- 
ean rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila Wednesday gave 
President Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko until Feb. 21 to surrender 
power or face a major rebel 
attack. 

“Unless Mobutu can come 
to the table and agree to re- 
linquish power we shall 
have no choice but to 
launch a major offensive." 
he told Reuters in the rebel- 
held city of Goma. 

Mr. Kabila also accused 
France and Belgium of re- 
cruiting 300 foreign merce- 
naries. He said seven of the 
mercenaries had already 
been killed in clashes with 
his forces. 

‘“France and Belgium are 
recruiting and paying for 
the mercenaries but they 
will be defeated because the 
population is on our side." 
he said. 

The Zairean government 
admits it has hired foreign 
mercenaries, many of w-hom 
are from former Yugoslavia, 
but France and Belgium deny 
they are the paymasters. 

The Tutsi-led rebels 
launched their campaign in 
October, accusing the Zair- 
ean authorities of denying 
them citizenship and seek- 


ing to return them to 
Rwanda, which their fore- 
bears left generations ago. 

The army began a coun- 
ter-offensive on Jan. 20, but 
it has failed to dislodge the 
rebel's from towns and terri- 
tory’ along the borders with 
Rwanda, Uganda and Bu- 
rundi. 

Mr. Kabila said Wednes- 
day in this eastern rebel 
stronghold that his forces 
were making progress on all 
fronts in their fight against 
the government 

He said his troops were 
continuing their advance in 
the rich mining province of 
Shaba in the south and were 
about 40 kilometres from 
the town of Moba, located 
along Lake Tanganyika. 

On the western front, they 
were less than 19 kilometers 
from Lubutu, west of Go- 
ma. and 33 kilometres west 
of Bukavu. 

Mr. Kabila said it was 
only “a matter of hours” 
before the northeast town of 
Isiro was captured. 

The United States, which 
has urged other nations to 
stay out of the fighting in 
eastern Zaire, confirmed 
foreign troops were cross- 
ing into Zaire to help the 


sides. 

"We have ample evi- 
dence” that foreign troops 
have crossed into Zaire, 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns ’said in 
Washington Tuesday. 

Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright told Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni 
during a meeting here that 
the United States wants “to 
preserve the territorial in- 
tegrity of Zaire,” Mr. Bums 
said. 

The State Department 
would not say which coun- 
tries may be supplying 
troops to rebel forces in 
eastern Zaire or to Kinsha- 
sa. 

Meanwhile, a Zairean of- 
ficial accompanying Presi- 
dent Mobutu on a visit to 
Morocco said Tuesday 
Zaire will not negotiate “in 
any way” with the rebels. 

Lubmana Kapasa, head of 
the Zairean Presidential 
Press Service, declared: 
“There is no question of 
having a dialogue with the 
rebels for the simple reason 
that these people are pup- 
pets manipulated by Rwan- 
da and Uganda.” 

“You don’t hold dialogue 
with a traitor,” he added. 


referring to Mr. Kabila. 

“War remains the only 
solution to ending the rebel- 
lion and the position of the 
Zairean government has not 
changed one iota on this 
subject," he said. 

Mr. Kapasa said the prob- 
lem of refugees who started 
last autumn ro “invade” 
Zaire was used as “a pretext 
by certain countries in the 
region to occupy militarily 
the provinces of east Zaire." 

The spokesman criticised 
the international communi- 
ty’ which, he said, “has not 
up to now reacted appropri- 
ately” to the region's prob- 
lems. 

Mr. Mobutu was sched- 
uled to hold talks late Wed- 
nesday with King Hassan II 
and sources close to him 
said he would ask the king 
for military aid to end the 
rebellion. 

Earlier Tuesday in Goma, 
rebels urged Morocco not to 
provide the government 
with military help. 

“We are no longer living 
in the age when Morocco 
could help Mobutu easily. 
Times have changed. Mo- 
rocco should understand 
that," rebel spokesman 
Raphael Ghenda said. 


Bhutto election meltdown 
leaves Sharif in command 


ISLAMABAD' (AFP) — 
Nawaz Sharif's sweeping 
triumph in Pakistan's elec- 
tions has virtually eliminat- 
ed arch-rival Benazir Bhut- 
to's party as a major politi- 
cal contender both nation- 
wide and in key provincial 
governments. 

Mr. Sharif’s Pakistan 
Muslim League CPML) 
trounced ousted Premier 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) in both federal 
and provincial elections 
held concurrently Monday, 
taking control of Punjab 
with the largest single party 
majority in the country’s 
history, analysts said. 

His party amassed 211 
seats in the 240-member 
Punjab Provincial Assemb- 
ly against only two seats 
won by the PPP, which has 
considered Punjab a key 
stronghold since the party 
was started by Ms. Bhutto’s 
father. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
about three decades ago. 

“This time Punjab has vo- 
ted with one voice and said 
“no' to Benazir Bhutto and 
the PPP,” The News daily 
said in an editorial Wednes- 
day. 

In the 217-member feder- 


al parliament, the PML inc- 
reased its holdings to 134 
seats, against a mere IS 
held by the PPP, with the 
balance going to other mi- 
nor parties and indepen- 
dents. 

The previous National As- 
sembly, which was dis- 
solved last November by 
President Farooq Leghari 
amid charges of corruption 
and misrule against Ms. 
Bhutto, was ran by the PPP 
with 86 seats against 68 
seats held by Mr. Sharif's 
party. 

However. Ms. Bhutto ma- 
naged to keep control over 
her home province of Sind, 
keeping her own seat in 
hometown Lark an a, with 
PPP candidates bagging 36- 
seats in the 100-member 
provincial assembly. 

Ms. Bhutto claimed that 
the elections were rigged — 
“I have been cheated, not 
defeated” — but said she 
would cooperate with Mr. 
Sharif for the good of the 
nation. 

Mr. Sharif himself admit- 
ted that the results were far 
better than he had dreamed 
of. 

The PML made surprise 


inroads in Sind with 15 
seats, while the ethnic- 
based Mohajir Quami 
Movement (MQM) secured 
2S seats. Independents took 
15 seats, while another PPP 
faction, controlled by her 
slain brother Murtaza Bhut- 
to’s widow Ghinva. won 
two seats. 

With a large number of 
seats going to independents, 
analysts said Mr. Sharif 
could form a strong alliance 
in Ms. Bhutto's traditional 
Sind stronghold. 

The results in the key 
provinces show the ‘“politics 
of horse-trading has been 
buried,” said analyst Sajja 
Mahmoud, adding that pre- 
vious assemblies hud been 
paralysed by near equal rep- 
resentation by the major 
parties and their allies. 

The North West Frontier 
province, bordering Afgha- 
nistan, went to Mr. Sharif's 
party which won 3 1 seats in 
the SO-member assembly. A 
traditional PML ally, the 
centre-left Awami National 
Party (ANP). look 2S seats, 
with Ms. Bhutto's party 
trailing with a meager four 
seats. 

Tlie situation in the south- 


western province of Balu- 
chistan, bordering Iran, was 
complicated with neither of 
the two main parties making 
any significant gains. 

Former Chief Minister 
Ataullah Mengal's newly- 
formed Baluchistan Natio- 
nal Party (BNP), a former 
ally of the ANP, look the 
largest stake with nine seats 
in the 40- member assembly. 
The PML won five seats 
against one seat going to the 
PPP. 

Regional and nationalist 
parties shared 16 seats 
while the fundamental ist 
Jamiat Ulema Islam Party 
of Fazlur Rehman bagged 
six and the balance went to 
independents. 

Analysts said the PML 
was likely to form a coali- 
tion with the BNP. fringe 
parties and independents in 
Baluchistan. 

Turnout for the elections 
was the lowest since I9SS 
with some 35 per cent of 
56.5 million registered vot- 
ers casting ballots. Officials 
cited the fasting month of 
Ramadan and cold weather 
as reasons for the low atten- 
dance. 


OSCE 
mission 
chief forced 
to quit 
Chechenya 

GROZNY (AFP) — The 
head of the Organisatiosn 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE) 
mission in Grozny. Tun 
Guldimann, was ordered 
out of Chechenya Tuesday 
after riling the separatist- 
led government by saying 
the war-scaired. .republic 
was.sttH.'a part of Russia. 

Mr. Guldimann “was 
declared persona non grata, 
he was forced to leave 
Chechen territory” Inter- 
fax News Agency reported, 
quoting an unidentified 
spokesman for the OSCE. 

A source at the OSCE of- 
fice in Grozny, contacted 
by AFP from Moscow, 
confirmed later Tuesday 
that Mr. Guildimann, a Da- 
nish national, had left the 
republic as instructed. 

“He now is in Nazran,” 
capital of the neighbouring 
Russian Republic of Ingu- 
shetia, the source said. It 
was expected that he would 
proceed to Moscow Wed- 
nesday. 

The Western mediator 
was summoned to the Che- 
chen Foreign Ministry 
where he was told by Fo- 
reign Minister Ruslan Chi- 
mayev we that his presence 
was no longer wanted, the 
OSCE spokesman said. 

“We consider as unac- 
ceptable the presence of 
this representative of an in- 
ternational organisation in 
Chechenya,” Mr. Cbima- 
yev explained later Tues- 
day in a statement. 

Mr. Chimayev’s move 
came after Mr. Guldimann 
told a press conference last 
Thursday that, despite re- 
cent polls in the small but 
strategic Caucasus repub- 
lic, the international com- 
munity still saw Chechen- 
ya as a part of Russia. 

The OSCE monitored the 
Jan. 27 elections in Che- 
chenya, in which former 
rebel Chechen Commander 
Aslan Maskhadov was 
elected president with 
59.32 per cent of votes. 

“Guldimann ’s comments 
contradict existing accords 
between Russia and Che- 
chenya,"' Mr. Chimayev 
said Tuesday. 

Under an August 1996 
peace treaty that ended the 
Chechens’ 21 -month war 
of independence with Rus- 
sia, the two sides gave 
themselves five years to 
work out their “mutual 
relations” and a stature for 
Chechenya. 

While Moscow considers 
the vote an internal elec- 
tion for local officials, 
Chechen separatists see it 
as a de facto confirmation 
of an independence they 
believe they won in their 
war against Russia. 


Sri Lanka troops take Tamil 
rebel territory in major push 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Thousands of soldiers 
backed by tanks and air co- 
ver advanced into territory 
held by Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las in northern Sri Lanka 
Wednesday on the second 
day of a major offensive, 
officials said. 

Air force jets bombed sus- 
pected positions of the sep- 
aratist Liberati on Ti gers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the 
northern Wanni region of 
the country as well as in the 
nearby town of Mullaitivu. 
official sources said. 

.There were no reports of. 
casualties, but the ground 
troops involved in the latest 
operation — code-named 
‘“Edi Bala” — were fanning 
deep into rebel-held territo- 
ry in the district of Vavur 
iiiya. they said. 

“Troops have moved 
about sLx kilometres since 
the drive was launched 
Tuesday," a defence source 
here said. “The Tigers have 
not offered any significant 
resistance so far.” 

For its part, the LTTE said 
in a statement from its 
London office that air force 
Puccara bombers targetted 
the town of Mullaitivu des- 
troying buildings and “cre- 
ating terror" among civil- 


ians M onday . 

The LTTE did not say if 
there were casualties as a 
result of the air strikes but 
said ihe attacks came after 
the military suffered signif- 
icant losses Saturday. 

Thousands of ground 
troops mounted operation 
Edi Bala Tuesday as the 
country marked the 49th 
anniversary of indepen- 
dence from Britain with 
pledges to end decades of 
ethnic bloodshed. 

The military push began 
from the de facto frontier 
post in .the northern district 
of Vavuniya and was mov- 
ing westwards towards a 
remote military base on the 
north-western coast of 
Mannar, the sources said. 

The Mannar military faci- 
lities are currently supplied 
only by sea and air. 

Dozens of armoured cars, 
tanks, bulldozers and ambu- 
lances had been moved to 
Vavuniya in the past few 
days to prepare for the latest 
military push seen by ana- 
lysts as the biggest this year. 

The offensive was expect- 
ed for some time as pan of 
the government’s objective 
of opening a land route to 
the island's northern Jaffna 
peninsula which was taken 


from the rebels earlier last 
year. 

Military analysts said it 
was difficult to imagine that 
the army will go all the way 
to secure the entire 70 kilo- 
metre stretch of road 
through jungles but rather 
would do it in stages and 
may also make some de 
tours. 

Meanwhile. Tamil travel- 
lers crossing rebel lines and 
arriving at Vavuniya told 
l ocal reporters that the 
LTTE had dismantled its 
political offices along the 
main road between Vavu- 
niya and Jaffna. 

The Defence Ministry 
here declined to comment 
on the latest military action. 

The Tiger guerrillas 
mounted a major attack 
against two army camps 
just south of the Jaffna pe- 
ninsula earlier last month, 
killing 223 government sol- 
diers for the loss of at least 
142 of their men. 

The Jan. 9 Tiger simulta- 
neous attacks on the Paran- 
than and Elephant Pass 
camps were seen as a move 
to blunt the planned drive io 
secure a land route to Jaff- 
na, the former Tiger bas- 
tion, analysts said. 


Milosevic makes concessions to 
opposition; protests to continue 


BELGRADE (R) — 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic has made his first 
concessions to three months 
of pro-democracy demon- 
strations, prompting a cau- 
tious welcome from foreign 
and domestic critics alike. 

Mr. Milosevic, an austere, 
autocratic figure, said Tues- 
day he had written to his 
prime minister asking par- 
liament to reinstate the dis- 
puted results of Novem- 
ber’s local elections with 
special legislation. 

Washington said it wel- 
comed the move “as a first 
step in the right direction in 
Serbia", while Mr. Milose- 
vic's domestic foes vowed 
to keep up protests until all 
demands were met. 

Mr. Milosevic acted two 
days after ordering his secu- 
rity police to break up 
demonstrations, leaving 
scores of people injured in 
the worst violence seen in 
Belgrade for several years. 

His political opponents, 
united in a three-party coa- 
lition. want their local elec- 
tion victories in 14 cities 
and towns, including Bel- 
grade, reinstated. They de- 
mand free media, and the 
prosecution of those res- 
ponsible for police vio- 
lence. 

“In keeping with its con- 
stitutional competence. I 
propose that the Serbian 
government submit to par- 
liament a draft emergency 
law which will proclaim as 


final results of a pan of 
local elections in Serbia in 
keeping with the findings of 
the OSCE (factfinding) 
mission," Mr. Milosevic 
said in his letter to the 
prime minister. The “pan” 
referred to those results an- 
nulled by the Socialist au- 
thorities. 

The Organisation for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) had en- 
dorsed the opposition claim 
to election wins. 

Within hours. Prime Mi- 
nister Mirko Maijanovic 
told stare radio and televi- 
sion that a draft law rein- 
stating the disputed results 
would probably be submit- 
ted to parliament Wednes- 
day. 

But some experts ques- 
tioned the legality of Mr. 
Milosevic’s move, calling it 
a face-saving attempt to 
show the world he was mer- 
ciful rather than acknowl- 
edge grievances of the op- 
position. 

"It’s unconstitutional. The 
president of the republic 
can only appeal, primarily 
to couns...io have them 
establish the truth about the 
election results and not send 
recommendations to the 
government and parliament 
to arbitrate and rule on elec- 
tion disputes said Serbian 
Constitutional Court Judge 
Slobodan Vucetic. 

“This is obviously just an 
attempt to use 'a political 
act of goodwill by the ru- 


ler' to create a semblance of 
readiness by the authorities 
to resolve the election dis- 
pute in system institutions 
and hide the obvious truth 
thar the current authorities 
alone are responsible for the 
election fraud and deep po- 
litical crisis," he told re- 
porters. 

Drago Hiber. head of the 
opposition’s Legal Commit- 
tee, said he expected further 
wrangling over the findings 
of the OSCE mision and 
"what this special law 
should recognise.” 

However. Serbian legality 
is subject to influence from 
the ruling Socialist Party 
(SPSj. so Mr. Milosevic 
may have calculated that a 
legal basis for his manoeu- 
vre could be worked out. 

Diplomats said Mr. Milo- 
sevic’s gesture to the pro- 
democracy movement was 
not a complete surprise. The 
question was why it took 77 
days of street demonstra- 
tions. 

Authoritative political 
sources said he was using 
that time preparing for a 
showdown with hardliners 
in his party. 

“Milosevic’s concession 
is more a result of the mod- 
erates prevailing over the 
hardliners (in the SPSl,” 
one source said. 

Opposition co-leader Zo- 
ran Djindjic, wary of possi- 
ble Socialist duplicity, said 
protests would not end vet. 
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Step towards future 


PRIME MINISTER Abdul Karim Kabariti’s gov- 
ernment celebrated the anniversary of its first year 
in office a couple of days ago. While one year is not 
a sufficient period of time in which success or failure 
of any government can be measured, it is neverthe- 
less appropriate to use the anniversary as a yard- 
stick in passing judgement on the performance of 
the kabariti team. But to take full stock of how the 
government has fared is no easy task, given the fact 
that this is Mr. Kabariti's first experience as prime 
minister, and secondly because he and his team had 
inherited political and economic legacies which were 
difficult to deal with, to put it mildly. On the exter- 
na! political front, the country has experienced a 
rapid warming of relations with the Arab World, 
notably Saudi Arabia. Even though the restoration 
of Jordanian-Gulf relations to normality had in fact 
been set into motion prior to Mr. Kabariti's assump- 
tion of office, there is no doubt that important 
progress was registered in 1996 towards this goal. 
Throughout the Arab World, Jordan has also been 
successful in forging new beginnings based on can- 
did views and constructive efforts. The same could 
be said about nur relations with the US- Europe, 
Japan and iue res: of the international community . 

Where most Jordanians felt the government's 
impact, however, was on the home front This is 
where Air. Kabariti has tried to leave his deepest 
mark by earnestly attempting to put the Jordanian 
house in order. The economy continued to prosper 
and grow at a 5-6 per cent rate annually. New laws 
have been introduced or are in the pipeline in a con- 
certed effort to modernise legislation on taxation, 
customs, elections and the press. But there is much 
unfinished business which would be the real test of 
the government's success or failure. 

The much talked about modern election law has 
yet to be completed even though the necessary one- 
person, one-vote has been adopted by., the 
Parliament. The Press and Publications Law also 
awaits revamping to make it more democratic. The 
much heralded Centre for Democracy and 
Freedoms, which the King proposed more than 
three years ago, is a stillborn creature. Moreover, in 
the absence of a dynamic constitutional court, the 
Jordanian organic law will continue to be margin- 
alised. The educational system is well overdue for an 
effective overhaul, and poverty and unemployment 
are still major socio-ecunomic problems that await 
rectification. 

We can continue mentioning the huge work that 
lie* ahead as we chronicle the achievements already 
made. The main issue, though, is neither the pluses 
nor the minuses or the Kabariti government's record 
in these domains. Rather, it is the sty le of governing 
that thi* team is pursuing: Is it going to be a gov- 
ernment of genuine dialogue with the people? Are 
we going In have more participatory democracy 
which Mr. Kabariti himself has talked about at 
length in recent limes? Are we going to forge a unit- 
ed Jordan where citizenship and national identity 
nr., established by law and on contemporary crite- 


National cohesion is emerging as the number one 
issue facing (he country. We either cultivate nation- 
al unity by word and deed or risk all by plunging the 
country and its people into a divisive debate. 

V.e need In debate in a democratic and objective 
ju.-mnvn even and all issues facing us. But we also 
need to be clear on where we are heading. Neither 
This nor any other government can tell what the 
future holds in store for us, it is true. In this part of 
the world, change can be as unpredictable as our 
winter weather forecast. Where tills government 
could and should he most useful, however, is in clar- 
ity of \isinn and of purpose. 

Many citizens, unfortunately, still do not know 
whethvr they should be the instruments of progress 
in their society or themselves have to be the subject 
of change. Perhaps this government can help us 
define the direction towards a better future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THANKS TO the Likud government's policies, there is 
no drcniv for normalisation of relations between the 
Jew Uh <iate and the Arab World, said Fahcd Fanek. a 
writer for Al Ra'i Wednesday. The Likud government 
has pnned to he hostile to ihe idea of normalising rela- 
tions and launching economic links whit the Arab 
World and that is why it has recently decided, to freeze 
the idea of building an airport in Aqaba, in conjunction 
with Jordan, and is shelving plans for linking the Dead 
Sea with the Red Sea and carry out projects in the 
Jordan rill valley or build railways in cooperation with 
the Kingdom, he said. The writer said that Israel's deci- 
sion cancel plans for establishing a liquefied gas 
plant in Aqaba, from which Israel would draw 5 75 per 
cent of the Qatari- supplied gas. as was originally 
planned, reflects this Israeli policy. Of course, he said. 
Israel prefers to buy gas from Egypt, which offers com- 
peiiii\e prices for the gas. and this gave the Jewish state 
die motive that prompted it to cancel plans for the plant 
in Aqaba, he added. But on the whole, the Likud gov- 
ernment's behaviour on other fronts clearly reflects 
Israel's lack of confidence in its future relations with 
the Arabs who have realised the Jewish state's evil 
intentions and objectives in the Arab World. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Class size and class management 


LARGE CLASSES, whether at public schools or public 
universities, have become a fact of life in our part of the 
world. Over the past three decades we have experienced 
some sporadic periods of Indian summer where the num- 
ber of students in our classes was acceptable, i.e., in the 
neighbourhood of 30. Most of the time, however, our 
classes averaged 40-50 students, which is quite large by 
many standards. Today, most of our classes are still quite 
large. 

Ideally, we should do all in our power to reduce the 
number, for large classes do pose a problem and a chal- 
lenge. Ultimately- students will not benefit the way they 
do when classes are smaller. They have the chance to 
express themselves less, to get less involved in discus- 
sions, to ask fewer questions, to daydream more, to 
“hide." to take it easy and to be passive. 

The acceptable class size, in my opinion, is one of about 
20-30 students. Less than 20. in addition to being a bit too 
unrealistic a goal to pursue, poses the problem of expos- 
ing the students to too much pressure ( to participate, ask 
questions, express opinions, etc.) and makes the class 
environment less comfortable and relaxing for them. One 
could in fact argue, unlike what it may sound in theory, 
that in practice small classes are as problematic as large 
classes. 

However, as things stand at this point, large classes wall 
be with us for quite some time. Due to population 
increase, to scarcity of funds, space and facilities, and to 
pressure from the community at large to accept more stu- 
dents, our classes will continue to be large for a while. 

What should we do? 


Well, the responsibility falls primarily on the teacher s 
shoulder, for it is ultimately the teachers who have to face 
the situation and attempt to make the best of iL 

Before we talk about what should be done, we must 
emphasise what should not be done. Large classes should 
not be used as an excuse by teachers to practise tradition- 
al or bad methods of conducting classes. Most teachers 
tell you that the number of students is too large for effec- 
tive class interaction. What can you do in 40 or 50 minutes 
with 40 or 50 students, they ask. Hence they resort to the 
old-fashioned, harmful method of lecturing or dictating 
information to students. 

I am indeed surprised to find teachers at our schools and 
universities who still lecture or dictate to students. This is 
inexcusable. A change of attitude on the part of the teacher 
is necessary before a change in the way the class is con- 
ducted is possible. In answer to the question above, there- 
fore, one could say that a lot can be done with 40 or 50 
students in 40 or 50 minutes if the teachers think positive- 
ly and stop viewing large classes as being a hopeless situ- 
ation. 

Let’s remember, first of all, that class time is quite ample 
if used efficiently and effectively. Abused and misused, it 
may not be sufficient A student can say a lot in one 
minute. I would say that in lively classes, each student 
does not normally need more than half a minute to make 
an intelligent comment about a certain point or ask an 
intelligent question. Good class management has a lot to 
do with time management and time economics. Time is 
valuable and should not be wasted. Part of education is to 
train students (as well as teachers) to be as direct and pre- 


cise as possible when they make a point. If time, in other 
worts, is managed well, and if teachers and students do 
not ramble, are not redundant and repetitive when they 
express themselves, a great deal can happen in 40 or 50 

minutes. . . 

The second point to emphasise here is approach. 
Lecturing or dictation is- out of the question. The key word 
in successful classes, be they latge or small, is. 1 would 
say, “discussion." In any class, of any type, students study 
a certain text: literary, scientific, sociological, etc. The 
way to approach ihe text is to ask the students to prepare 
it beforehand and then to go about discussing it paragraph 

by paragraph. .... . . , _ 

One excellent way to begin the discussion is to ask a stu- 
dent to present an idea from die text, or to comment after 
having read it. to the class in no more than 3-5 minutes. 
This will serve the double function of having students 
involved and of (raining them to express themselves eco- 
nomically. directly and effectively. Presenters should 
come to class fully prepared. Comments from the student 
body on ihe student's presentation should then be solicit- 
ed. for no more than five minutes. If we follow the rule of 
half a minute for each student, then we are allowing ten 
students to speak in five minutes. 

The rest of the class can be conducted by a question and 
answer method, with the teacher commenting briefly and 
asking provocative questions and then students making 
brief, to-the-point comments and clear, straightforward 
answers. 

With time management and through discussions, we can 
make large classes work. This can be done. 


No peace without justice, 
which is more than democracy 


By Julius K. Nyerere 


and Belgium as colonial pow- 


NEW YORK — Peace is a 
product of justice: it is not sim- 
ply the absence of violence. Ail 
violent conditions represent 
earlier failures of leadership, 
either by wrongdoing or by 
default. They represent failures 
at local levels, and especially at 
national levels. 

With the interdependence 
associated with modem tech- 
nology. they can also mean 
failures at international levels. 

It is much easier to prevent 
than to end wars and revolts. 

In Africa today, and especial- 
ly in Rwanda and Burundi, we 
hear a .great deaJ about .ethnic 
conflicts- Yet these are- taking- 
place at particular times and 
places after members of the 
different ethnic groups have for 
long periods lived side by side 
in the same villages and towns, 
have worked together and have 
intermarried. Thus, ethnicity is 
dearly not a sufficient explana- 
tion of conflict. 

Ethnicity can, however, be 
used to conceal the real prob- 
lems. the genuine economic 
problems or cultural clashes, 
behind the easily aroused 
human fears about those who 
are unlike ourselves. 

Ethnicity con also be used to 
divide and rule. In Rwanda and 
Burundi, this use of ethnicity 
was clearly made by Germany 


Ethnic conflict will arise 
when leaders in the society 
deliberately strengthen the con- 
cept of ethnidty, and for their 
own purposes ignite hostility. 
In Rwanda and Burundi, con- 
flict has economic roots. The 
fight for power is mainly a 
fight for economic resources. 
Ethnicity is simply being 
exploited. 

Conflicts of interest or desire 
within a sodal or political 
group are inevitable; they are 
an intrinsic pan of living in 
society. And some level of con- 
flict between nations is also 
quite normal. Our duty is to 
prevent normal - conflict . of 
interest from developing into 
hostility. 

We need to defuse potential 
conflict, and deliberately build 
peaceful relationships through 
the extension of justice 
throughout the society. 

This duty, to say the least, is 
not always easy to fulfil. In 
poor countries it is especially 
difficult The introduction of 
political democracy can help, 
but it is not enough; indeed, it 
can aggravate civic conflict 
When the political system 
gives the vote to the many, and 
the economic system gives 
bread to the few. civic strife is 
almost inevitable. 

When ihe vote is a human 


right and bread is a privilege of 
the few. democracy is a mock- 
ery. It cannot be an instrument 
of peace and harmony because 
it is not an instrument of jus- 


" When the vote is 
a human right and 
bread is a privilege 
of the few, democ- 
racy is a mockery. 
It cannot be an 
instrument of 
peace and harmo- 
ny beatuseit is not 
an instrument of 
justice ” 


The surest way to build and 
to maintain peace within and 
between nations is to work for 
justice — justice for all persons 
and all groups. 

A nation and a world organ- 
ised as a basis of upholding the 
principle of human equality, 
human dignity, justice and 
respect for all will be a nation 
and a world where peace pre- 
vails. 

We are not there yet any- 
where in the world, and cer- 
tainly not in my pan of the 


world. And I am not sure that 
the relentless weakening of 
government and community, 
and the equally relentless glob- 
alisation and marketisation of 
our economies, will prove to be 
particularly conducive to the 
building of peace through jus- 
tice. 

Where the law of the jungle 
reigns supreme, where might is 
right, where the game of mon- 
eymaking includes arms traf- 
ficking and corruption — what 
is justice? And what is peace? 

When governments are weak 
or corrupt or both, who can 
intervene on behalf of the weak 
in our poor societies? 

People have instincts of 
cooperation *as Well 'aS'tif- self- 
interest. If societies are so 
organised as to encourage 
human cooperation and mutual 
toleration of differences, then 
building or maintaining peace 
will gradually become easier. 
Promoting justice to all will 
become easier. 

Peace is a product of justice. 
They work for peace who work 
for justice. 


This article, reprinted from the 
International Herald Tribune, 
has been adapted from an 
address by Mr. Nyerere . former 
president of Tanzania and 
facilitator of the Burundi peace 
talks, to the International 
Peace Academy in New York. 


Tutsis could trigger end of colonial borders 


Bv Ali A. Mazmi 



NEW YORK — The crisis in eastern Zaire, and between Zaire and its 
neighbours. poses the greatest challenge yet to the artificial borders 
European imperial powers established at the turn of the century when they 
created the region > so-called “nation-stares." 

Yet the world's attention — narrowly focused on the movement and 
needs of refugees spotlighted by the media — ignores this underlying 
cause of instability. There is a crisis in eastern Zaire and resettlement 
problems in Rwanda, but the focus on that should not ignore Burundi 
which has its own simmering ethnic woes. Nor does the current disomy 
of the Hutu Interahaniwe militia in Zaire necessarily mean that they will 
not regroup and start conspiring towards a future invasion of Rwanda. 

It has Liken a Tutsi -trigger to spark off an agonising reappraisal of 
whether the present orders are viable in the long ran. On the negative side 
is the danger of the disintegration of Zaire. The largest and potentially 
richest French-speaking country in Africa, since its independence it has 

been the most unntly. 

Will it break up into three or more separate countries under the weight 
of its chronic instability, aggravated by the successful Tutsi rebellion in 
the east, and the power vacuum created by the illness of President Mobutu 
Sese Seko .’ 

Will this be symbolic of the fragility of most post-colonial states' terri- 
torial integrity? 

Also on the negative side is the possibility of escalating conflict 
between forces in Zaire and Rwanda, potentially engulfing Burundi and 
Uganda as well — sending forth hundreds of thousands of new refugees 
all over southern and eastern Africa. 

Qn the positive side, the present crisis provides an opportunity for long- 
term planning about African security and peace keeping. Long before the 
U.S. Clinton administration started championing an African rapid deploy- 
ment force to deal with African political collapses, I had been recom- 
mending in African diplomatic circles and the Organisation of African 
Unity' the establishment of a Pan African Emergency Force specially 
trained to intervene in crises such as those of Liberia. Somalia. Rwanda. 
Burundi and now eastern Zaire. 

I had argued that if a modestly trained African army of a poor country 
like Tanzania could successfully intervene in Uganda in 1979 and end the 
tyranny and chaos created by President Idi Amin Dado, fifty African coun- 
tries between them could create a mare specially trained interventionist 
force for situations of political collapse. External friends of Africa could 
help with some of that training and with resources for logistical support 

The main difference between my proposal and (hat of the Clinton 
administration lies in accountability. While ray proposal envisaged that 
such an army would be answerable to an African Security Council spe- 
cially created under the Organisation of African Unity, the Clinton admin- 
istration prefer* accountability to the Security Council of the United 
Nations, and therefore indirectly to the Western powers who dominate that 
bodv. 


Another possible scenario which is emerging from the present crisis in 
eastern Zaire and the dash between Zaire and Rwanda is the gradual 
redefining of the boundaries between Zaire, Rwanda and Burundi. Each 
one of these three countries has Hums and Tutsis of its own. The European 
partition of Africa in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries made no 
attempt to have national botders coincide with ethnic boundaries. 

In the mid-1990s the Tutsis find themselves with the upper hand in 
Burundi, Rwanda and now Zaire, after fluctuating fortunes. Is this the 
moment to make ethnic boundaries coincide with national boundaries? 
Are we seeing the tumultuous process of creating a Tutsi “Israel” — an 
independent homeland for the Tutsis? Is a Tutsi-stan being bora? 

Until the mid-1980s the Tutsis seemed to be the Kurds of Eastern Africa 
— a marginalised minority in Rwanda. Zaire and under a different name 
(the Himal in Uganda. Temporarily they clung desperately and brutally to 
power in Burundi. But as a minority they seemed to be up against history. 
It was thought that in time they would become tbe marginalised of 
Burundi also. 

It was not until 1986 that the tide turned. Yoweri Museveni, ethnically 

linked to the people of Rwanda, captured power in Uganda. The Tutsis 
and the Hima of Uganda were ethnic cousins. After Museveni's success- 
rill consolidation of his political base in Uganda, he met his obligation to 
the Rwandans by helping to train the Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF». 

In 1994 the RPF staged a successful invasion of Rwanda from the 
Ugandan border. Tbe Rwandan exiles from Uganda routed the Hums, and 
established an alternative government in Kigali 

This operation created a situation where Hutu refugees in Zaire started 
plotting and training for a counter-offensive. To make matters worst, the 
Zairian security' forces started picking on Zairian Tutsis who had been pan 
of Zaire since before the parti non of Africa in the nineteenth century. 

When Zairian Tutsis were threatened with expulsion from their home- 
land by the armed forces, they decided to resist. They formed a resistance 
force (secretly supported by Rwanda) and turned out to be more than a 
march for thoroughly inefficient Zairian security forces. 

A viable long-term solution is che federation of Rwanda, Burundi and 
Tanzania. The armies of Rwanda and Burundi would be-pensioned off. In 
tills larger political community the Hutus and Tutsis would discover how 
much they have in common culturally, and may learn to be on the c»w 
political side on many issues in the enlarged Tanzania (just as their ethnic 
cousins in Uganda, the Hima and the Tra, have often voted on the same 
side against other groups in tbe larger notional context of Uganda). 

Unless tbe Hums and Tutsis are either partitioned into separate coun- 
tries or federated into a larger, stable and democratic politico] communi- 
ty, they are likely to turn against each other in a genocidal frenzy every 
few years. 

The redrawing of colonial boundaries need not mean smaller and small- 
er African states. It could simply mean mare rational and more viable 
political communities. 


PANOS 


LETTERS 


Security through peace 


To the Editor, 


AS ISRAEL mounts its dead in the tragic helicopter 
crash on Feb. 4. one can only hope that this sad incident 
will make the Israeli government pause and think for a 
while. Tills incident demonstrates one more time the 
fragile nature of Israel's "security." Many Israelis try to 
delude themselves, by thinking that peace comes 
through security. What happened clearly shows that it is 
only through lasting and comprehensive peace that true 
security can be provided and accidents, of any kind, can 
be avoided. 

One can only hope again that the deaths of these 
mostly young soldiers will reawaken the quest for 
peace in Israel and help to keep this hope alive. 


A.Tadros, 

Amman. 


Fanaticism is not the way 

-.1 ■ ■■! .. >1 .... , ... j... r.... 


To the Editor: 


TOURING THE premises of tbe Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem the other month, and the so-called French 
hill, en route, the Israeli guide showed us a graveyard 
where many of the dead British soldiers in World War 
I were buried, saying that the memorial sign written 
over the gate of the cemetery, which mentions that the 
yard was offered by the Palestinians, was in fact mean- 
ing the Israelis, as she actually mentioned to the'group. 

It is well known that around the rime of World War I, 
the Jewish community in Palestine was a small minor- 
ity. since Israel had not been created, and thus the script 
really meant the Palestinian Arabs mainly. To me that 
was a funny moment during a long Saturday holiday. 

However, what I think happens is that the Israelis 
doing their propaganda have swallowed the same pill 
we did before 1967, when the Arab propaganda was 
anything but rational, spreading many absurd issues, 
agitating our people while setting most of the world 
against us. At the time, the Israelis used it against us 
and won most of the world to their side. leaving us 
alone to face our destiny. 

The world has changed and continues to change 
rapidly, so what used to be marketed before mav not be 
suitable for tbe market nowadays. 

The myths and fallacies the Israelis propaganda uses 
and fabricates while telling the world about a promised 
land, a united Jerusalem that will remain their capital to 
eternity and the supremacy of the selected and beloved 
God s people and the Biblical land of Israel will not 
work any more for a number of reasons and considera- 
hon. Here it is worth remembering what Nahom 
Goldman, a prominent Zionist and one of the founders 
of Israel, once said while defending a theory about a 
superior Jewish nght when he mentioned that the con- 
flict between the Jews and the Arabs is not a duel 
teween what is wrong and what is right, but is rather 
one between two .rights, and the Jewish riaht is having 
the upper place due to a religious cause which is what 
he called 'The land of Israel.” 

Now Mr. Netanyahu is still terrains Hebron and the 
other Palestinian territories as "the land of our fathers ” 
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Maher A. Waked, 
‘ Amman. 
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( One man ’s mickle is another man ’s muckle 



Thast vho thought that 
the pt of executive sec - 
retar) the Economic 
and . ciai Commission 
for i Western Asia 
(ESC V' would change 
hands after Boutros 
Ghali M*pped down as 
Uniteafntions secretary 
genera tmed out to be 
wrong.\ Hazem Abdel 
Aziz BebawL the promi- 
nent Egytian economist 
who wasippointed to the 
post twt years ago has 
been reopoinied by the 
new UJ secretary gen- 
eral, Kfi Annan. And 

f^T’is l for Three Hazem Abdel Aziz Beblawi 
years us time. U.N. 

staffin {decisions, according to the spokesman for the sec- 
retary eneral, have been based on three principal guide- 
lines: ‘irst, the need to bring new talent into the organisa- 
tion; scond, the need to recognise performance by promot- 
ing stef from within the Secretariat; and third, the need to 
retain ompetent and experienced people to ensure continu- 
ity. " A new appointments were given three-year contracts, 
those ’Appointed, like Dr. BebJawi. "were dealt with on a 
case-b-case basis . " the spokesman said. Dr. Beblawi, 60, 
was bth chairman of the Export Development Bank of 
Egyptmd the Export Credit Guarantee Company in Cairo 
when *r Ghali tapped him for ESCWA. He will thus see the 
commsion through its move from Amman back to its first 
homen Beirut. The move is still planned for September, 
pro vied the building where ESCWA is to be housed is 
ready* Incidentally, an £5CWA spokesperson tells us that 


this dumn was way off in reporting the number of staff 
(localaru international) working at the organisation last 
time ite t Iked about its impending move to Beirut. The 
total rumier is more around 300 than the 520 (figure we 
were uve from another source), the spokesperson said. 


BACK l HIS SEAT; Secretary General of the Ministry 
of Infom tion Nayef Mawla is back after his six-month 
assignme. working for Bahraini Crown Prince Hamad Ben 
Issa Al halifeh. Lite last spring the Jordanian govern- 
ment haj approved Mr. Mawla s secondment to Sheikh 
Hamad toffies. The mission (which was "personal") has 
been acfmplished, said Mr. Mavi’la. who is taking a voca- 
tion uni the end of Eid Al Fitr. Well aware that the 
Ministrj of Information was slated for phase-out. Mr 
Mawla till plans to be in his office after the holidays. Mr. 
Mawla s a career diplomat who served in Tunisia, and the 
United tates, and was later ambassador to Indonesia with 
accred irion to Malaysia. Singapore, and Brunei, and then 


ambassador to Brazil. He had been serving as the number 
two person at the Ministry of Information for two-and-a- 
half years prior to the Bahrain assignment. 


WILKOMMEN: New to Jordan is another Gentian 

political foundation that has set up house in Amman — the 
Harms Seidel Foundation. Germany has an unofficial club 
of four major political foundations representing the four 
largest parties in the federal republic. They are: Friedrich 
Eibert Stiftung of the Social Democratic Party: Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation of the Christian Democratic Party. 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation of the Free Democratic 
Party and the Rainbow Foundation of the Green Party. The 
first three maintain offices in Amman . What distinguishes 
Harms Seidel Foundation from the other four is that it rep- 
resents not a federal party but the separate Christian Social 
Union of the German state of Bavaria, which until 191 S was 
still a Kingdom. Still the foundation, named after the first 
Bavarian state prime minister who was elected after the 
new constitution of Bavaria in 1949, has worked on its fed- 
eral image and thus is now considered pan of the informal 
club of party foundations. The story of Hamis Seidel in the 
Middle East started in Jerusalem where the development 
and cooperative work of the organisation had. until the 
Oslo accords, been centred in Israel. After that agreement 
the foundation took on some work in the occupied territo- 
ries. but soon discovered that much of the international 
cooperative endeavours base themselves in Amman. So 
now they have branched eastwards and here they are . Last 
Saturday the respresentatives of the foundation in 
Jerusalem and Amman. Reinhold Babel and Helmut 
Homig. hosted a reception at the InterContinental Hotel to 
celebrate the inauguration of their Amman office. Although 
the turnout may not have been large (it was still Ramadan) 
HRH Prince Raad Bin Zeid was there to offer a few words 
of welcome. Mr. Homig says the thrust of the foundation's 
work has and continues to be in vocational training. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
ON HOLD: News of | 
the naming of a new sec- 
retary general at the 
Ministry of Youth was 
expected to break yester- 
day. The post vacated by 
Issam Arida, who 
resigned to take on the 
reigns of. the Jordan 
Investment ■ caul Tourism . 

Transport Company ‘is' \ 
expected to go to Raft 
Shahin, an advisor at the 
prime ministry. But the 
official news is now like- Rqfe Shahin 



ly to be announced until after Eid al Fitr. Those close to Mr. 
Shahin . who also was the host of Fikr TOz Irba (Think and 
Win) and still hosts Na'am Sahi (Yes. That's Right t, both 
popular Jordan Television quiz shows, say the post at the 
Ministry of Youth is one he has always had his eye on 


COLLEAGUE TO THE BIG LEAGUES: The Jordan 
Times stoically and proudly bears its “train-em, make-etn 
and lose-em ” syndrome, and thus it was with applause that 
the paper said farewell to another one from its ranks. 
Ayman Al Safadi. our senior staff reporter for four years 
who was promoted to managing editor as of Jan. J. 1997. 
has moved to become international press officer for HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. The post is one of several others 
being considered in the Office of the Crown Prince. 
Safadi s BA. in English language and literature from 
Yarmouk University and masters in international journal- 
ism from Baylor University, in Waco, Texas, plus his profes- 
sional journalistic experience in the U.S. and tile Arab 
World (he was editor in chief of The Star weekly newspaper 
in Amman for one year, continues to contribute columns to 
the San Antonio Light newspaper in Texas, and has report- 
ed for the London-based Al Hay at daily and many other 
news organisations) have probably sufficiently equipped 
him for the demanding tasks at hand. He has travelled as a 
J.T. reporter with the Crown Prince several times, most 
recently to Madrid. As a political reporter, his stories have 
received praise and criticism, which usually means a jour- 
nalist is doing a good job. But it appears to be Safadi 's 
“integrity and what he stands for" that sealed his appoint- 
ment. It goes without saying that we wish him the best of 
luck in his new career at the Roxal Court. 


REMEMBER AMMAN WHEN? Part of the Amman 
Municipality's programme for “evenings of Ramadan" last 
week included a lecture by Amman-born novelist Abdul 
Rahman Munif at the new City Hall. Mr. Mtmif. a Saudi 
Arabian who resides in Syria, lectured on his book about his 
life in Amman in the 1940s. Full of anecdotes, the contents 
of the lecture prompted one senior citizen in the full house 
of attendees to ask Mr. Munif: “ Did you take notes as a 
child? You recall things the rest of us have long forgotten. ” 
To which Mr. Munif responded: “No / never rook notes. I 
only started writing in my 40s after I failed at politics. “ A 
comment came bach “ Perhaps our failed politicians 

should try their hands at writing . " For those who may have 
missed some of the events scheduled by Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi and his team during the holy month, there is still one 
he promises will be a spectacular celebration. Lights and 
music are on for tonight at 7:30 in Ras Al Ain. so bundle up. 


AFRICAN AMERICAN PORTRAIT: February is 


U BOOK REVigW 

yilemmas and 
jcontradictions 

Women In Contemporary Palestine: Between 
Old Conflicts And New Realities 
By, Maria Holt 

Passia Publications, Jerusalem 1996 

MARIA HOLT has produced a concise but comprehensive 
overview of the position of women in Palestinian society 
and their role in the national movement. She successfully 
weaves together a number of different threads in the histori- 
ography of Palestinian women to enable recurrent themes 
and attitudes to be elucidated. 

The first two chapters provide a historical overview of 
women’s involvement in the national movement from the 
British Mandate era to the present day. While providing a 
brief introduction to the major turning points in Palestinian 
nationalism, and women's activism within the struggle. Holt 
also introduces a number of significant themes which are 
developed in subsequent chapters: The nature of women’s 
participation — its definitions and delimitations; the signif- 
icance of women as symbols of moral purity and honour the 
conflict between social change and cultural conservatism in 
relation to women’s domain, and the importance of different 
forms of cultural assertion. 

Each of these themes is explored through extensive and 
constructive use of secondary sources, as well as a number 
of personal interviews. Thus the reader is introduced to the 
range of scholarship and the key debates around Palestinian 
women’s activism. In this sense the book is an invaluable 
source for those interested in the role of women in the 
national movement. It is meticulously sourced and refer- 
enced. Good use is made of material from newsletters and 
other organisational documentation that is not widely avail- 
able. as well as the more established Palestinian and Western 
authors in the field. 

Women in Contemporary Palestine is welcome particular- 
ly for its insight into the movement and its appeal to women. 
It is all too easy to dismiss them as reactionary. Tempting as 
this may be, it does little to further our understanding of 
whet has become one of the most coherent and substantial 
political and ideological challenges to the PLO. Maria Holt 
does not ta ke this approach, but instead seeks to elucidate 
the appeal of the Islamists to sections of Palestinian society 1 
— including women. In this she highlights the role of youth 
anc suggests that some women “far from being the unwill- 
ing repositories of the ideological agenda, are full partners 
in what they regard as an empowering and inescapable pro- 
ject.” 

This short book {the English text is 90 pages and appears 
back to back with an Arabic translation) highlights many of 
the contradictions and dilemmas of women’s participation in , 
the national movement, and this serves as a thought-provok- 
ing introduction to the current debates about women’s status 
anc their role and contribution to the national movement — 
Middle East International. 


A thesis too far 


Why Syria Goes To War: Thirty Years Of Con- 
frontation 

By Fred H. Lawson 

Cornel University Press, New York & London 
1996, $29.95/£23 JO 

THE OBJECT of this exercise in intellectual gym- 
nastics is to show that, contrary to received wis- 
dom, Syrian foreign policy has been guided by 
domestic political and economic factors rather 
than by personality considerations, sectarian atti- 
tudes and great power influences. To prove his 
point, Professor Lawson takes five episodes which 
in his view demonstrate the fact that aggressive 
postures (.confrontation with Israel in 19o7 and 
intervention in Lebanon in 1976) are explicable in 
terms of “accumulation crises,” while moderate 
stances (towards Jordan in 1970, Iraq in 1982 and 
Turkey in 1994) were adopted because the econo- 
my was comparatively strong and the domestic 
political situation consequently less tense. 

“Accumulation crises” are defined in highly con- 
voluted Marxian terms as involving credit rigidity 
or fragility, over-investment and over-accumula- 
tion of capitaJ. To this reviewer at least, the 
account is over-sophisticated. Moreover, to sustain 
such a thesis requires the fulfilment of certain con- 
ditions. First, one must be selective about the 
episodes chosen to illustrate it. Thus the author 
omits considerations of two of the major occasions 
on which Syria did in fact go to war: in 1973 and 
1982. But then in neither of those cases would it be 
easy to argue that the prime factors were econom- 
ic, as distinct from effacing the shame of 1967 in 
the first instance and living up to the propaganda 
of “the throbbing heart of Arabdom” in the sec- 
ond. 


Second, while the examples used may contain 
elements appropriate to the author’s argument, he 
must show that it was these elements which were 
paramount Although he is more persuasive in the 
two aggressive examples, Syria’s intervention in 
Lebanon can be, and has been, interpreted more 
convincingly than on the grounds that new 
resources were required to shore up an ailing 
economy to that intervention was necessary to 
mitigate intra-regime conflicts. 

As far as concerns the alleged causal connection 
between periods of economic upturn and concilia- 
tory attitudes to Jordan, Iraq and TUrkey, the rea- 


soning seems suspect, and at times inconsistent. In 
the 19r70 episode, Professor Lawson appears to be 
trying to nave it both ways: Damascus is “taking 


steps to mobilise public sentiment against external 
enemies” while at the same time limiting kb popular 
mobilisation in support of the Palestine cause... to 
prevent unbridled public hostility towards Israel 
and Jordan from exacerbating popular dissatis- 
faction with its political-economic programme.” A 
simil ar objection might be raised to the author’s 
explanation of the '"momentary relaxation” in 
Syria’s intransigence towards Israel in 15192 — 
namely, that it coincided with disaffection over 
economic liberalisation and with new resources 
flowing into the treasury: both factors onght 
according to his theory, to have increased rather 
than decreased intransigence. 

In 1982, Professor Lawson claims that con- 
frontation with Baghdad was linked to the latter’s 
perceived involvement in the Hama uprising 
(which is correct as far as it goes), but then attrib- 
utes the brief period of reconciliation to the subse- 
quent “harmonisation of dissonances” within 
Syria. It seems far more likely that, for all his 


Pedestrian on two wheels 


Like Water in a Dry Land: a journey into modem 
Israel 

By Benina Selby 

Harper Collins, London 1996 £ 14.99 

YOU CAN’T beat cycling if you really want to see a 
country or a region properly. And by properly, I mean 
being aware of and absorbing the changes in the land- 
scape. If you drive, everything passes too quickly. Go 
by foot and you travel too slowly for the changes to 
be apparent. But on two wheels' you can cover rea- 
sonable distances and watch the landscape unfold. On 
top of that, there are few more exhilarating feelings 
than peddling along through magnificent scenery. 

So it is a shame mat Bettina Selby’s cycle journey 
from Cyprus to Jerusalem should prove such a pedes- 
trian read. She covers some fascinating territory. 


starting in Cyprus ferrying across to Lebanon, on to 
Syria and thence to Jordan and Israel. Jerusalem is her 


final destination. The trouble is that she has not made 
her mind up whether she wants the book to be an 
account of an adventurous cycle journey or a political 
travelogue. It skips back and forth between the minu- 
tiae of cycling and camping and historical mono- 
logues, and somehow it left me feeling short- 
changed. 

It would have been better if she had stuck with the 
cycling, because the best bits of the book come when 
she is concerned solely with the problems of her jour- 
ney. She gets stuck in a ludicrous bureaucratic tangle 
getting on to a ship and out of Cyprus and has a 
slightly alarming experience when she reaches 
Beirut 

When she ventures into political waters, some of her 



9* 


SIGN OF THINGS TO COME: HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan shakes hands with then J.T. Managing 
Editor Ayman Safadi in Madrid in early January 
( photo by Boghos) 


Black History Month in the U.S.. ami the AnierU an t‘* 
in Amman is hasting a series of events lughhglabiv 
achievements of African American Women. 1;\ best to tv • 
firm dates and times with the U.S. embassy, h::: ■: .■ . 
you what is planned. The centre will present a u\ rt: 
African American Womens contributions to society 1 
business, and its Worldlier Dialogue piogrumris 
together A frican American women who have e.wc.'Ld it: t>:c 
areas of media, art. cinema, government .. s 

discuss their experiences with counterparts Jre,,\in. 
The larrer event is thus far planned for Feb. 25 at 4:*ii p.r;:. 
African American writer Elena Featherstou. amber . t 
“Skin Deep. ” will hold a Tclepress Conference . A 
and blues band called “Stratus" is being brought to Annum 
for an evening of entertainment. What is unfortunate i\.v 
is that that event is one night only and tints by invituti-m 
only. February’s ft/m rheme is Black History Mrn/h :<>o. 
and the flicks listed so far are "Malcolm A”' and “ Giory . “ 
And new books on the shelves of the Ameruau Centre 
Library include The Black Diaspora by Ronald Scgui: 
Mississippi: An American Journey, by Anthony Walton: and 
The Guide to Classic Recorded Jazz . by Tom Piazza. The 
Media Forum, which was hunched only last month. w;ii 
feature the topic "Press Freedom and the Law. ’’ with acad- 
emics and journalists discussing how the law defines free- 
dom in a democratic society. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 


BOOK REVIEW j 

i 

1 

antagonism to the Baghdad Ba'thists, Assad did j 
not wish to tangle with them when he was other- 1 
wise engaged with the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. ! 

Under the shrewd, cautious and pragmatic Assad ’ 
perhaps the remarkable thing is that Syria has so S 
rarely cut its diplomatic coat according to its eco- ! 
noraic cloth. His policies towards Lebanon and the j 
PLO, and his alliance with Iran, were pursued j 
despite incurring the displeasure of his Soviet ! 
sponsor or jeopardising the benefits of Gulf gold i 
— or both. It was only when Syria's superpower | 
ally was no more that Assad threw in his lot with | 
the American-led coalition against Saddam — and j 
his political gains in both Iraq and Lebanon were 1 
no less valuable than the economic pay-off for 
doing so. In any case, as the Hama episode made | 
clear, the ruthless streak in Assad finds other w ays 
of dealing with internal discontents than the com- 
plex manoeuvrings postulated by Lawson. 

All this is not to say that his “accumulation 
crises” played no part in Syrian diplomat:}. The j 
interna] crisis/external distraction syndrome is \ 
familiar enough. But methinks the author doth I 
protest too much. His book is more valuable for its I 
economic overview than as an explanation of for- 
eign policy formulation — Middle East 

International. 

i 

Ivor Lucas ■ 


BOOK REVIEW 


comments leaves you aasping, especially from some- 
one who has been to the region several times before. 
At one point, in Beirut, she" remarks in surprise “that 
so far on this journey I had heard not one single word 
in praise of Israel of its leaders." And she lapses eas- 
ily into Western stereotypes about the Arab World. An 
Arabic radio broadcast is described as “an endless 
emotive stream of what sounded like a fanatical 
harangue, either religious or political, which I had no 
idea.” Then why say this? The announcer could have 
been reading the weather forecast. 

To be fair, the chapter on her visit to Gaza does 
betray more subtle thinking and a real awareness of 
the realities of life for the "Palestinians. But bv then 
most people would have put the book down — 
Middle East International. 

Andrew North 





This Week 


More input needed 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


WITH THE proliferation and the variety of tasks one can 
accomplish using a PC. the need for better, faster and more 
practical data input devices has become vital. Feeding a 
computer with data using just a keyboard and a mouse is 
no longer enough. The processing of images, sounds and 
other advanced formats of information, combined with the 
ever spiralling size of storage units — disks, tapes — calls 
for appropriate input equipment. 

Perhaps the most sophisticated data type one can send to 
a PC is the image format. There is a certain number of 
de\ ices available for such a purpose. Most of them have 
been around for years. The most recent such “inventions” 
are the digital cameras. Introduced Five or six years ago, 
they have evolved from prohibitively expensive and pri- 
mitive ro affordable and performing. Yet digital cameras, 
offered now at JD500 to JD 1.000 for consumer- type mo- 
dels. do not entirely satisfy the demanding user. They sim- 
ply do not produce images with a resolution, a sharpness 
that is up to current personal computing standards. To 
obtain truly a photographic quality in input and output one 
has to acquire one of the high-end models priced at more 
than JD6.000. 

A more performing and more affordable device is the 
document scanner. These machines have been on the mar- 
ket for more than ten years now. From the small, hand- 
held model to the flatbed A4 one. scanners deliver superb 
quality results while costing around JD300 for regular 
models and less than JD 1.000 for the very best. 

Scanners are easy to use and truly versatile. You can scan 
in black and while or in full'colours. A choice of different 
resolutions (density of dots or sharpness) is easily selec- 
table by software. Whether you want to scan a photograph 
for further processing and editing or an important docu- 
ment that you simply want to store on the hard disk, a 
scanner often is the ideal solution. Users may scan an orig- 
inal signature, a company's logotype that they can later 
integrate instantly in a word processing letter or a fax for 
example. 

The recent improvement in colour printers has made 
scanners even more interesting to have and operate. It was 
frustrating, a few years ago. to obtain a good scan of a fine 
colour photograph only to prim it out in black and white. 
With the new amazing colour ink-jet printers we have no 


chip talk 





excuses now not to use scanners at their full potential. 

Perhaps one of the most interesting aspect of scanners 
remains OCR (Optical Character Recognition) which con- 
sists of scanning an available, already written document 
and making the computer translate the obtained image into 
an actual word processing text that one can further edit, 
manipulate and reprint at will. OCR in itself justifies the 
use of scanners, especially thar the technique is now avail- 
able not only for Latin but also for Arabic alphabets. 

If scanning a colourful photograph is fun and easy it can 
also be ■■dangerous” to your computer. If you set the scan- 
ing software to full colours, run the scanner at its highest 
resolution and if you are handling a large size photograph, 
you may cause the memory capacity andlor the hard disk 
of the PC to overflow and stop from working. Indeed high 
quality colour image create huge Files on disk — those 
who are familiar with the process know it all too well. For 
example an A4 size picture scanned at 600 dpi (dots per 
inch) optical resolution and in high-bit true colours may 
create a huge 50 to 80 MB (million bytes or characters) 
file. Unless you own a powerful Pentium machine with 
enough memory and disk, the computer may not take it at 
all and go on strike. In any case the very processing of the 
File, when it works, will take several minutes. 

Scanning your whole family photo album in five minutes 
while preserving its original quality, in order to store it in 
digital form on a computer's disk, isn’t an operation you 
can perform today. It will take a few more years of tech- 
nological improvement before such an undertaking 
becomes feasible. In the meantime, you can stiff enjoy the 
more than interesting possibilities offered by today’s scan- 
ners for what they are. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, February 6, 1997 7:30 News Headlines 


Holy Koran 

Min A1 Hadi AJ Moharamadi 
Cartoon (Ovide & The Gang) 

They Came From Outer Space 

Feature Film — Space Chase 

Starring: Traci Hart & Lee Korf 

Call For Prayer And Link With Channel One 

French Progam mes 

Intertainment Varieties 

Le Journal 

Magazine — Atomes Crochus 
News Headlines 
Parenthood 
Islam In The West 
Babylon-5 (Science Fiction) 

Rung Fu-The Legend Continues 

News In English 

Islam In A Changing World 

Feature Film — Johnny's Girl 

Starring: Treat Williams & Mia Kirschner 

Ramadan Talks 


News Headlines 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
America's Funniest Videos 
Mini Series — Innocent Victims 
News In English 
Boston Pops 

Feature Film — That's Entertainment 
Starring: Fred Astar & Gene Kelly 


Monday, February 10, 1997 


Friday, February 7, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi A1 M oh am mad i 
(Cartoon) 

Cry stal Maze 

Feature Film — Circus World 

Slurring: John Wayne & Claudia Cardinale 

Call For Prayer And Link With Channel One 

French Programme 

Science & Space Encyclopedia 

Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 
News Headlines 
Down To Earth 
Oriental Rugs ( Doc. ) 

Baby Ion 5 
Hunter 

News In English 
Documentary 

Feature Film — Savannah Smiles 
Starring: Mak Miller & Chris Robinson 
Mini Series 
Ramadan Talks 


Holy Koran 

Cartoon 

TUt 

French Programmes 

Feature Film — William O'Lary & Miguel 
Perrer 

I Love Lucy 

French Programme — Magazine 

Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 

News Headlines 

America's Funniest Videos 

Best Seller: Seduced By Madness 

News In English 

Feature Film — Remembrance 

Angle Dickinson & Jeffery NordJing 

The Four Seasons (A Visualisation Of 

Vivaldi’s A Seasons Shot In Vienna) 


Tuesday, February 11, 1997 


Saturday, February 8, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Cartoon 

Tilt 

French Programme 

Peking Acrobats 

1 Love Lucy 

French Programme 

Seric — Jack 

Le Journal 

Magazine — Ziva 

News Headlines 

Hangin' With Mr. Cooper 

.America's Funniest Videos 

Mini Series — Innocent Victims 

News In English 

Yanni 

Dances With Wolves 


Holy Koran 

Cartoon 

Tilt 

Feature Film — A Tribute To The Boys 

Laurel «& Hardy 

L Love Lucy 

French Programme 

Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 

Magazine — Extra Large 

News Headlines 

Murphy Brown 

America’s Funniest Videos 

Best Seller — Seduced By Madness 

News In English 

Feature Film — Empire Of The Sun 
Starring: John Maikovitch & Miranda 
Richardson 
Boston Pops 


Wednesday, February 12, 1997 


Sunday, February 9, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Cartoon 

Tilt 

French Programme 
I Love Lucy 
French Programme 
Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports El Musique 


Holy Koran 
The Muppet Show 

Cartoon (Adventures On The Rainbow Pond) 
French Programme 
Earth Revealed (Doc.) 

Escape From Jupiter 
News Flash 
Challenge (Doc.) 

Border Town 
French Programme 
Document — Ushuaia 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Grace Under Fire 
Challenges 
Drama 

News In English 
Cobra 

Hart To Hart 
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Looking the other way 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


WE CAN be passive if others desire us to be. We can turn 
a blind eye if it will make others feel a whole lot better. We 
can also look the other way and ignore the injustices that 
happens around us. We can do all of this. 

But because we happen to believe in who we are and 
what we want to be, we will think very hard before we do 
any of it. 

We can look past the fact that the Jordanians who can 
afford more things in life tune to foreign television chan- 
nels for entertainment. They tune to Future Television and 
jam the station’s, and Jordan’s, switchboards whenever the 
daily competition goes on air. 

We can also look past the fact that this television chan- 
nel which we had thought was a little bit more decent than 
others is no more than your typical executioner because 
those who run it are willing to sacrifice decent presenters 
for the sake of pleasing, and appeasing. Gulf-based 
traders. 

We can overtook the crimes of honour that are on the 
increase in our tribally-defraed society. 

We can also overlook the fact that those who commit 
such crimes, most of the time, get away with murder by 
taking advantage of these tribal affiliations. 

We can overlook the fact that many buildings and struc- 
tures around the Kingdom are liable to collapse because of 
structural failures. 

We can also overlook the fact that these failures are due 
to poor workmanship and the absence of an efficient 
supervisory body. 

We can overlook the rumours that some officials claim 
to be someone else whenever journalists try to reach them 
on cheir mobile phones. Mobile phones which were 
intended to make these officials more accessible in the 
first place. 

We can also overtook the rumours that corruption fever 
is widespread in those societies created for the welfare of 
the blind. We can. you could say, simply turn a blind eye. 

We can forget about those ships at sea where, rumour 
has it. gambling and peep shows take place to cater for the 
needs of the rich and famous. 

But since we are neither, we need not even worry about 
them. 

We can look past talk of embezzlement and malpractice 
at the Professional Associations. We can because it is not 
in the public interest to undermine confidence in these 
institutions. 

We can ignore the fact that this is a very small country 
where everyone knows one another and where rumours 
are most of the time accepted half-truths. Maybe because 
they are? 

We can be open-minded and look past the fact that alco- 
hol smuggling by certain influential people will be the 





on our 
when- 
ignore 


new order of business once a prohibition is enforsd. You 
see, someone has to make money out of the prabition, 

n We can al— ignore the fact that much of the suggling 
currently going on is undertaken by such people! 

We can forget about the missing Jordanian pastorts that 
were stolen lately in a neighbouring country, i uneone's 
job, not ours, must be to look out for them. 

We can look past the “Curse of the Chair hat has 
befallen many people in this country. We can. it it will 
not be an easy undertaking. 

We can ignore the fact that many of the accide (s on our 
roads are caused by crazed drivers switching la rs when- 
ever they felt like it. While we think that we i n ignore 
these drivers, reality soon catches up with us. 

We can overlook the fact that a weekly table can get 
away with provocatively publishing the nam of the 
Christian members of parliament under the title “lembers 
of parliament not fasting in Ramadan.” But wh\tiid they 
do it in the first place? 

We can overlook the fact thar some distinguish jour- 
nalists are banned from writing without any prson or 
institution taking the blame. Maybe someone haahought 
it was about time they had taken a vacation. 

We can overlook the fact that the newspapers fi d with 
more advertisements than analyses and news ma not be 
worth the paper they are printed on. We can, but t ;y will 
keep on being printed. 

We can also look past the fact that several people i posi- 
tions of authority lack the academic credentials de anded 
by that position. But does this matter if they are .>ing a 
good job? 

Finally, we can overlook the fact that construed ? criti- 
cism is no longer accepted in a society- where evt ything 
is running like clockwork. But what do you do wh 1 there 
is nothing to criticise? 

We can overlook all of these things. We can beli - e that 
we had dreamt them all up. We can also tow the pd y line. 

But if we do that, then we would be not only idding 
ourselves, not only jeopardising our inlegriy. in also 
dooming ourselves to oblivion. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Mohammad A. Shuqair 


INCREDIBLE FACTS The man looked a little doubt 


— * Well, Spaghetti wasn’t from Italy! It originally came 
from China some 800 years ago. Chinese spaghetti is 
called Lo Mein and is used in the best Chinese cookeiy. 
Why don’t you try some? 


The man looked a little doubtful. 

"You mean I’ll be able to read without goingo school?" 
he asked. 


-i I' I**’ 
* * * 


* If you pick an orange too early, it will remain unripe. 
Oranges refuse to ripen unless on the tree, unlike most 
fruits which will ripen when picked. 


• The question before the class was whetherftrousers'' 
was singular or plural. 

The point was settled by declaring them singlar at the 
top and plural at the bottom. 


Must heatrunk cal! 




v:1 


• The pre>fessor of English read aloud to the d.ss a very 
poorly written composition. When asked for comitms the 
class criticised it unmercifully. \ 

The professor admitted that he had' written it aid when 
the students began ro blush explained: I 

“I spent two very difficult hours last night puttitkin thi$ 
composition all the poor writing that I could think i if. WhdA 
amazes me. though, is how you fellows can wr te these 
things day after day in only ten minutes." ' 


* Eccentric American millionaire William Randolph 
Hearst. was so fond of telephones that he had them fitted 
all over the house — and even in the gardens. Many were 
concealed in tree trunks. 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


(World Capitals) 

1. Wbar is the southernmost world capital on the globe? 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


2. Name three European capitals that are situated on the 
Danube River? 


** I want a pair of shoes. 


Oreed hitha’an. 


3. What is the name of the capital of both Hong Rons 
and Seychelles? . 1 


** How much are thev? 


Kam yokallif? 


4. Name the six countries that use the national , ante for 

their capital? 


** Do you sell shoe-polish? Shoe-cleaner? Shoe-brush? 
Hal tabee nmlammT ahthiya? Munaziff ahthiya? 

Furs hat ahthiya? 


of lhe alph “»- 


** Where can I find books on art? history? politics? 
sport? science? 

Ayna as’tatT an ajed kutoban anil fans? al-taa- 
reekh? ai-siyassah? al-riyadah? ai-uloom? 


** Can you recommend an easy book to read in Arabic? 
Hal yoraJdnoka an tan&ahani bikataab baseet 
le’aqra'ahu bH-Iugha al-arabiva? 


PUZZLES 

(Half Adjectives) 


** Do you sell second-hand books? 

Hal tabee kutoban musta’maJa? 


** I want a map of Jordan, please. 

Oreed khareeta lil-Urdiin, min fadlek. 


you might find GORGED trnd YOtIr ‘ n 

ioStivesf halVeS l0gCther the fts : orig- 


JOKES 


• The optometrist adjusted the patient’s new eyeglasses 
carefully and said with a note of satisfaction, “There, now 
you ’ll be able to read without straining your eyes.” 


1- BESEL 

2. BLITE 

3. FEBEN 

4. GIDES 
5-GINDI 


6. PIPOR 
7-POlMS 

8. SOUNE 

9. SUOTO 
10. TINGE 


Arts & 
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Arts & Culture 
Goldie Hawn’s second coming 
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By Mark Kennedy 
Jhe Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Goldie 
Hawn is scanning newspa- 
per headlines in a low-cut, 
skin-tight black cat suit and 
thigh-high leather boots. 

Only ihe tiny pair of read- 
ing glasses perched on 
Hawn’s nose is evidence 
that the veteran actress is 
now celebrating her fourth 
decade in show business. 

Hawn tucks away the 
glasses and then leans for- 
ward in her chair, as if to tell 
a secret 

-I’m back,” she purrs sar- 
castically. Tm back and 
I'm bad.” 

Indeed. The 51-year-old 
actress has resurfaced from 
a four-year dry spell to fol- 
low up the wildly successful 
First Wives Club with the 
Woody Allen musical come- 
dy Everyone Says I Love 
You. 

The new role happily 
returns the comedian to her 
stage roots. A dancer at the 
age of three, Hawn made 
her professional debut hoof- 
ing the cancan at the 1964 
New York World's Fair. 

“Dancing is the one thing 
I studied every day,” she 
says, striding toward an 
apron-covered lunch trolley 
with tiny, elegant steps. 
“That was my dream. It cer- 
tainly wasn't to be a movie 
star.” 

She also waited decades to 
be able to sing again. So 
Hawn belted out her audi- 
tion for Everyone Says I 
Love You. 

Woody Allen looked 
stunned 

“He went crazy. He didn't 



Goldie Hawn 

know I could sing,” she 
recalls. “He came over and 
said, ‘oh God, you really 
have a voice.'” Then he told 
her not to overdo it 
“So I sang it more simply, 
and more talky and I didn't 
hold onto notes as much. 
And that was good. But the 
other part of me was saying, 
‘dammit. 1 finally get a 


chance to sing, and now I 
have to tone it down.'” 

The irony isn't lost on 
Hawn, who’s been asked to 
ham it up for most of her 
career. 

It was during her two 
years aboard the late- 1960s 
NBC variety show Rowan 
And Martin's Laugh-In that 
her goofy reputation was 


cemented. 

Hawn was unmistakably 
zany. She frugged. She 
mugged- She wiggled mani- 
acally between skits, 
slathered in bright body 
paint with . psychedelic 
daisies pasted on her 
cheeks. 

“I was 21 years old.” she 
recalls. “I was happy to 
have a job. And I became a 
star from that show. But I 
didn't have any idea what 
was happening at all. No 
idea.” 

Early on. Hawn flubbed 
an on-air cue and collapsed 
into a fit of infectious gig- 
gles. The producer. George 
Schlatter, loved it. 

“I just messed up my 
words and that's how it 
started,” she says, inhaling 
deeply from a. cigarette. “I 
realised that what was funny 
was me screwing up.” 

Hawn pokes up her head, 
scanning the suite for an 
ashtray. 

“My personality is very 
light,” she insists, leaning 
over to tap ashes into a crys- 
tal bowl. “I have a light per- 
sonality and a very deep- 
thinking brain. Those two 
things are very different 
things.” 

But viewers fell in love 
with the bubbly Hawn — 
and the archetypal blond 
ding-a-ling was bom. 

“Being a woman in this 
business isn’t easy,” she 
says, slowly shaking her 
mane of golden curls. 
“Women are still trying to 
make women’s movies. 
Men aren’t making them.” 

Her leap into film began 
auspiciously. In 1969, her 
first featured film role in 
Cactus Flower opposite 
Walter Matthau and Ingrid 


Bergman earned her an 
Academy Award for best 
supporting actress. 

”1 was this new, fresh 
~thing on the scene and 
everyone embraced her. But 
it really wasn't about the 
talent. I was a young 
ingenue.” she says. 

Wasn't she worried about 
typecasting? 

“God no,” she laughs, her 
trademark giggles filling the 
room. “I was happy to have 
a job. Seriously, if you’re 
frightened about taking that 
next step, just go get into 
bed. pull the covers up and 
call that a life.” 

But the damage had been 
done. 

‘"The reality was. of 
course, that I was typecast,” 
she says rolling her eyes. 
“People burning their bras 
called me the ‘ditzy 

blonde.' But all I wanted to 
do was work.” 

And Hawn did, raking up 
nearly 30 movie credits as 
an actor and producer. In an 
industry in which nymphets 
don't usually age very 1 well, 
Hawn is a survivor. 

“There is a sense of anxi- 
ety that comes with success. 
It’s much more difficult to 
deal with than failure. I've 
seen it happen with my 
friends. They get successful 
and then they get the psy- 
chiatrist.” 

Her movies have ranged 
from Steven Spielberg's 
debut 1974 drama. The 
Sugarland Express, to the 
1980 hit comedy Private 
Benjamin to the 1990 shoot- 
’em-up Bird On A Wire, 
with Mel Gibson. 

“There are certain movies 
that I've done that have con- 
nected sociologically to 



Hawn in the movie Private Benjamin 

aged woman with all the 
answers. 


what's going on.” she says. 
“1 don't think I make’ a 
movie that isn't about some- 
thing that I care about.” 
Hawn's roles have 
evolved in the last four 
decades from the downtown 
kook to the strong, sexy- 
professional to the middle- 


"There are only three ages 
for women in Hollywood." 
Hawn's character in First 
Wives Club gripes to her 
plastic surgeon. “Babe. 
District Attorney. And 
Driving Miss Daisy.” 


Hawn laughs at the line, 
then strikes a philosophical 
note. 

“Look, sometimes you 
catch the wave and some- 
times you don't.” she says. 
“You're just surrlue through 
life. 

“This is a just a wave.” 


Moorcroft — still beautiful, still successful 


FOUNDED IN 1897 by 
William Moorcroft it is 
known as the “Lalique of 
ceramics” and is one of 
the few remaining art pot- 
teries in Europe still in 
family hands and still 
using its original tech- 
niques. 

Great patience and 
skill are used by the 
crafts people at Moor- 
croft’s studios (pictured) 
in applying the many 
vibrant colours that 
boild-np the exquisite 
finish of each piece. 

In the run-up to Moor- 
croft’s centenary in 1997, 
this year sees the launch 
of exciting new collec- 
tions by the company's 
brilliant young designer, 
Rachel Bishop. 

She has breathed fresh 
life into WiUiam Morris’s 
original prototypes, 
adapting them to a three- 
dimensional shape. In “A 
Tribute to Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh.’' Ms. Bi- 
shop has adapted the 
work of Scotland's 
famous architect and dec- 
orative artist for some 
new pieces. 

Demand for Moorcroft 
pottery at auction and in 
the stores is huge with 
lar«e followings especial- 
ly in Japan, Canada and 
Australia. The renowned 
auctioneers, Christie's, 
holds an annual auction 
just for Moorcroft each 
autumn. 

The pottery is still made 
in the building first occu- 
pied by the company in 
1912. Its massive bottle 
kiln is now a Grade XL list- 
ed building of outstanding 
architectural and histori- 
cal merit Moore ro ft's 



highly skilled artisans — 
called “slip-trailers” and 
“paintresses" — sit at 


tables rather than 
machines to perform their 
work, just as their prede- 


cessors did a hundred 
years ago — London 
Press Service. 


Kansas City snub puts spotlight 
on politics of Oscar campaigns 


By Lynn Elber 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — If Ro- 
bert Altman's Kansas City 
receives any Academy 
Award nominations, the di- 
rector won't have Fine Line 
Features to thank. 

The distributor of Alt- 
man's jazz-soaked film set 
in the Missouri city of the 
1930s declined to mount an 
Oscar campaign for the film 
or its actors, including the 
critically praised Harry Be- 
lafonte. 

While industry trade 
papers are thick with ads 
touting such unlikely Oscar 
contenders as the Sylvester 
Stallone flop Daylight, 
academy voters won't have 
their memories jogged by 
Kansas City hype. 

Nor will they Find Line 
line videocassettes of the 
film in mailboxes crowded 
with tapes from other Oscar 
hopefuls; Altman footed the 
$18,000 bill to send the 
movie to some in the acade- 
my, including the perform- 
ing branch. 

The company’s snub has 
irritated Altman and admir- 
ers of his film — and helps 
illuminate who gets such 
support, who doesn't . and 
just how much it counts in 
the quest for Oscar gold. 

fThe ballot deadline was 
Friday. Jan. 3 1 ; nominations 
are announced on Feb. 11 
for the March 24 awards. > 

“I just think it's such dis- 
respect to Harry Belafonte I 
can hardly stand iL” said 
.Altman, speaking by phone 
from die Savannah. Geor- 
gia. set of his latest movie, 
John Grisham's The Gin- 
gerbread Man. 

“It's the treatment. It's the 


disrespect for the artists that 
I find kind of sickening,” 
said Altman, whose films 
include the Oscar-winnina 
M-A-S-H (I970J and Os- 
car-nominated The Plaver 
(1992). 

Altman acknowledges 
that Kansas City — at once 
a tribute to his hometown's 
jazz-era scene and a hard- 
eyed take on American 
class, race and politics — 
performed poorly at the box 
office last summer. 

But the film received pos- 
itive notices from top cntics 
such as Andrew 1 Sams in the 
New York Observer, who 
called it one of the best 
movies of the year. 

Belafonte was repeatedly 
singled out for his work as 
an eloquent, vicious gang- 
ster with the colourful name 
of seldom seen. In Decem- 
ber, he was named best sup- 
porting actor by the New 
York film critics circle. 

Although Fine Line dec- 
lined to comment officially, 
a company executive called 
irs action sensible for a 
small firm saddled with a 
money -loser like Kansas 
City. 

The French- financed film, 
which has grossed SI. 3 mil- 
lion. probably cost Fine 
Line between S3 million 
and S5 million for North 
American rights, another 
source familiar with the 
project said. 

Big studios routinely sink 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars into Oscar cam- 
paigns. even if chances for a 
nod are slim. They're not 
delusional: The goal may be 
simply to retain the good- 
will of a filmmaker or star. 

If a film does hit big at the 
Academy Awards, box of- 


fice grosses can increase . 
substantially. 

Smaller companies like 
Fine Line say they musi 
weigh a film’s financial per- 
formance and its chances 
for a major Oscar in decid- 
ing whether to launch a 
costly campaign. 

That’s uue even when the 
director is Altman and com- 
pany and artisr have a track 
record. 

“It’s important that this is 
a relationship business, but 
it's also important that 
actors, directors and pro- 
ducers see companies act 
responsibly.” the Fine Line 
executive said. 

So, wonders New York- 
based film critic Amiond 
White, how does Fine Line 
justify its Oscar campaigns 
for poor box-office per- 
formers Mother Night and 
The Grass Harp? 

Here you have Robert 
Altman, one of the great 
uncontested geniuses of 
American cinema and Fine 
Line seems to have zero 
respect for his efforts," 
White said. “That really 
mystifies me.” 

(The Grass Harp.” star- 
ring Walter Matthau and 
directed by his son Charles, 
had a Fine Line contract 
requiring an Oscar cam- 
paign.) 

White also suggested an 
awareness on Fine Line’s 
part that a black actor like 
Belafonte, particularly one 
in an “authentically" black 
role, is unlikely to win an 
Oscar. 

“All the awards suggest 
what’s appreciated at this 
time in history, and a non- 
white performance has a 
hard time being appreciated 
by primarily while award- 


givers. Thai's a sad fact.” he 
said. 

Ultimately, just how much 
do Oscar campaigns count? 
A great deal, in some cases. 

It worked for Miramax's 
The Postman, a heavily pro- 
moted Italian film that 
became a best-picture nom- 
inee last year. And consider 
Shine, about the real-life 
emotional breakdown and 
recovery of piano prodigy 
David Helfgott. 

It has no stare. Hellgoll is 
considerably less than a 
household name, and it’s 
not a traditional film. But it 
also has a heavy w eight Fine 
Line campaign behind it. 
and is a surefire Oscar con- 
tender. 

There are examples of 
lobbying's limitations, of 
course. With 1994‘s Quiz 
Show. Disney went all out 
for stare Rob Morrow. 
Ralph Fiennes and John 
Turturro, but not Paul 
Scofield. 

Yet it was the veteran 
British actor who was nom- 
inated. 

For the movie Georgia. 
Mare Winninghum received 
a more tempered campaign 
than the film's star. Jennifer 
Jason Leigh — but it was 
Winninghum who got a 
nomination last year. 

"What the actors' branch 
notices isn’t alwajs adver- 
tising. They do notice the 
performances." an observer 
said. 

For his part. Altman hopes 
his homemade campaign 
pays off for Belafonte and 
his costars. including Mi- 
randa Richardson. 

“Maybe we'll get some 
attention, max be we won’t. 
But I'm glad f did it.” he 
said. 


Special effects invade U.S. movie industry in 1997 


By Sue Zeidler 
Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — Volcanoes erupt, the Titanic sinks and 
dinosaurs roam the Earth as Hollywood blasts into its 
biggest year ever for special effects films with the release of 
as many as 10 blockbusters with budgets of $100 million or 
more. 

Only two films last year cost more than $ 100 million. 

“Consumers are as interested in visual candy as they are 
in the story, and studios are finally realising that’ said Scott 
Ross, presidem of Digital Domain, an Oscar-nominated 
special effects firm based in Venice Beach. California. 

This year’s cinematic adventures begin this month with 
the release of Dante's Peak, a film about a long-dormant 
volcano that unleashes its fiiry over a small Pacific north- 
west town. 

“Our effort was to create a realistic-looking volcano and 
all of the after-effects a volcano can bring, like floods, mud- 


slides. lava flows." said Ross, who helped create the effects 
for the film by Universal Pictures, a unit of Seagram Co 
Ltd. 

“It’s all visual effects. Nothing in Dante’s Peak is real,” 
said Ross, noting both old and new tricks were used for the 
moxne, which is the first of two volcano films in 1997. 

For example, computer-generated lava was added to 
filmed footage of a flood model ro create several dramatic 
shots. 

"You can add many elements and mix and match so well 
that the viewers have no clue,” said Ross. 

But. thanks to rapid improvements in digital technology, 
moviegoers are becoming harder to fool these days. 

“When we first saw Star Ware, everyone was aghast, but 
now everybody would just laugh at those effects,” Ross said 
of the 1970’s when “disaster movies” such as The Poseidon 
Adventure and The Towering Inferno were box-office 
smashes. 


Convincing the public is always the biggest challenge for 
staffers at Industrial Light Magic, the firm owned by special 
effects guru George Lucas, maker of Star Ware. 

“You can’t underestimate the ability of audience members 
to instantly detect a creature that doesn't look alive," said 
Patty Blau at Industrial Light, which has been working on 
dinosaurs for The Lost World, Steven Spielberg's sequel to 
his blockbuster 1993 film Jurassic Park. 

"You need a tremendous amount of observation of animal 
movements in order to create a convincing creature.” she said. 

ILM used computers to generate animated dinosaurs as 
well as digital technology to enhance motions of puppets 
made at an ani mammies studio. One special effects artist 
close to the project said one dinosaur model cost as much as 
$8 million. 

“Certainly, Steven (Spielberg) is not holding back” said 
Blau, referring to the director’s pet project. 

The same could be said for Lucas, who reportedly invest- 


ed $10 million to spruce up Star Wars, which was just re- 
released after 20 years with computer-enhanced scenes. 

Much of films' special effects magic in recent years has 
revolved around motion capture — a process by w hich a 
computer records the motions of a person or puppet outfit- 
ted with special sensors. The motion data is then used to 
animate something else, often a computer-generated char- 
acter. 

The biggest leaps in technology appear to be in simulating 
human beings. 

One shot in the upcoming sea disaster film Titanic shows 
thousands of “virtual” people onboard the ill-fated liner. 

“When we watch the Titanic, we'll see the boat sailing in 
all its gloiy in the middle of the day with 2.000 people on 
the boat” said Ross of Digital Domain. 

“None of it is real. Everything in the image will be a visu- 
al effect but the audience will be seeing something that 
looks like an advertisement for a pleasure cruise.” he*said. 




d Health & Medicine 


Health fears persist as pill 
peddlers recover from crackdown 


Medicines are 
widely available 
on the streets of 
Cameroon and are 
much cheaper 
than in govern- 
ment pharmacies. 
But the market 
free-for-all is do- 
ing more harm 
than good. 

By Ntemfac Ofege 

YAOUNDE — A govern- 
ment clampdown on 
Cameroon’s medicine sell- 
ers has failed, and the ven- 
dors are back on the streets 
offering a pill for every ill. 

Official action was taken 
after state-owned radio and 
television shocked the 
country with a report on the 
death of four brothers and 
sisters who had been treated 
with fake de- worming pills 
bought on the street. 

Police swooped on travel- 
ling salesmen and confiscat- 
ed their wares, which they 
generally carry in baskets 
on their heads. 

Corruption took its usual 
toll, however, and many 
vendors were soon seen 
selling the ’’confiscated’* 
drugs. In addition, the 
crackdown took place only 
in some parts of die biggest 
towns, leaving many ven- 
dors untouched. 

Now it is business as 
usual again, with medicine 
peddlers — some of them 
university graduates or 
drop-outs — operating 
under the noses of the 
police. 

Most have little or no 
knowledge of the drugs they 
are selling. 

The result is that thou- 
sands of people take the 
wrong medicine or the right 
medicine in the wrong 
doses. Both actions can be 
dangerous or even lethal. 

On top of this, many street 
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vendors are selling counter- 
feit products that do noth- 
ing to treat their customers* 
illnesses. 

Money spent by cash- 
strapped consumers on use- 
less or inappropriate phar- 
maceutical products is 
sometimes diverted from 
food budgets — resulting in 
malnutrition which makes 
people weaker and more 
vulnerable to ill-health. 

The problem is that the 
salesmen are meeting a 
huge public demand. 

“What do you want us to 
do?’* asks an irate Johnny 
Morfaw, a senior civil ser- 
vant, as he buys anti-malar- 
ia tablets from a hawker. 

He says prices have 
tripled since the 1993 cur- 
rency devaluation: “You go: 
to the hospital and they give 
you a prescription list that 
reads like the list of 
(President) Biya's cabinet. 


(The Cameroon govern- 
ment has more than 40 min- 
isters). If I bought from the 
pharmacies, it would cost 
about 40,000 (CFA) francs 
to settle one prescription 
alone. 

“Listen, since the govern- 
ment slashed my salary. 1 
earn only 60.000 francs a 
month. With the street ven- 
dors. I spend only 100 
francs for a couple of malar- 
ia tablets. The tablets keep 
me happy. I keep the ven- 
dors happy. We're in busi- 
ness." 

He knows the dangers. 
Reports that a large con- 
signment of anti-malaria 
tablets for Yaounde Central 
Hospital contained nothing 
but chalk received wide- 
spread publicity last year, 
and the quality of drugs sold 
on the streets has long been 
an issue. Many are known 
to be imports from Nigeria. 


which has a bad reputation 
for counterfeit goods. 

“I don’t care if the medi- 
cines come from Taiwan, 
India, Nigeria or some god- 
forsaken place.” says 
Morfaw defiantly. “The one 
thing I know is that the 
drugs work. Call it psychol- 
ogy. call it anything you 
like, but I’ve got to sur- 
vive." 

A long economic reces- 
sion and subsequent devalu- 
ation have led to state cut- 
backs in health provision. 
The local office of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) says health expen- 
diture accounts for five per 
cent of the country’s annual 
budget. It recommends 10 
per cent 

Quality control on drugs 
is virtually non-existent. 
The National Office of 
Pharmaceuticals crumbled 
under huge debts and gener- 
al mismanagement. Its 
place has been taken by the 
National Laboratory, under 
the Ministry of Public 
Health, but it lacks the 
resources to fulfil its man- 
date, which entails testing 
agricultural products, cos- 
metics and beverages as 
well as drugs, for the entire 
central African region. 

Health officials estimate 
chat there are up to 4,000 
pharmaceutical products on 
the market in Cameroon. 
The National Laboratory 
tested 85 in 1994-95, of 
which 22 were found to be 
take, and 102 last year, of 
which 19 were fake. 

Leading pharmacist Dr. 
Pierre Sopngwi calls for a 
fresh policy on drugs use: 
“The issue is not to organise 
street sessions with the 
police to confiscate pharma- 
ceuticals. The entire system 
must be reviewed. 

“It is so bad that even if 
we are not importing fake 
drugs into this country, the 
real drugs are so poorly 
managed and packaged that ; 
they end up being ruined 
before they get to the 
patients,” says Sopngwi — 
Gemini News. 
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Lilt Weok’e Cryptograms 

1. Well-heeled woman had fifty-eight pairs of high -bee led 
party ohm. Too many! 

2. The reason oar kido may become misdirected youths lo 
that their halo ere worn hack wards. 

3. Any huge public gatherings are likely to be pickpocket 
picnics. 

4. Bow better is he who is neither ascetic or acerbic! 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. BJJL QJHHIW QJHA WISS IT HJL-KISSCW 

QD9SA IL YCAH EIWAJ DL HEJ BEDWN 
WCXJ CB sixes HWCXB. — ByEaHIrdoad 

2. ATF KRE BAS SCUHVT TO YBK CXPIRIS 72 

F1EPXC. C8TE T 2 B OSCAf AS NIB XT 
VREU. OPXRH TP ISVNRSC. — By Duane H- McGogy 

3. DIM PROXDNCCK VACBE BIN DADUKS- 

EVPD9 NACBOKZ ZHK GOXQE 08NHDE9 
VB.B.O. TOO MANY NYU ETBD BUN RZ 
DSBQUKE.’ —Byte. Doyle 

4. N1XO APNTL MY IXRETE X ALTYMETRO OP 

STOP X SPOTI — ByEdBaddbom 


Jordan Times, Thursday, February 6, 1997 
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The successful new hearing aid is being fitted to a demonstration dummy 

Microelectronics for the partially deaf 


MUNICH — With normal hearing, you can actually distin- 
guish between hot and cold coffee being poured into a cup. 
A new Siemens hearing aid — named “Music" — helps 
people with defective hearing to pick up such marginally 
contrasting sounds. The device processes sound in two sep- 
arate frequency fields. 

Because many people with a degree of deafness pick up 
high and low tones differently, the Siemens aid balances out 
such divergences. Soft sounds are strengthened and loud 


noises which they can hear anyway remain unaltered. The 
hearing aid — designed to adapt to a range of deafnesses — 
is no bigger than a hazelnut and is placed within the ear at 
a point at which sounds are picked up by people with nor- 
mal hearing. This improves directional hearing, particular- 
ly in a noisy environment. Additionally, sophisticated 
microelectronics are said by medical experts in Germany to 
prevent distortion of high sound levels as they are picked 
up — fN- Press. 


AIDS prevention better than no 
cure — China’s ‘last’ chance? 


cure — 

By Yuan Ye & Li Nu’er 

BEIJING — AEDS-con- 
trol experts and health 
officials in China are 
confident they can avert 
an Africa-like AIDS epi- 
demic, saying tighter and 
tougher measure are at 
hand to check the spread 
of the deadly disease. 

. .. Although, ihp .incidence 
of Human Immunodefi- 
ciency Virus (HIV) infec- 
tion is low for China (rel- 
ative to its population of 
U billion), the Ministry 
of Public Health (MPH) 
has announced a nation- 
al medium- and long- 
term plan of action for 
HIV/AIDS prevention 
and control. 

The aim is to control 
the spread of the disease 
before the year 2000. 

“Now is the prime time 
for p reven tion and con- 
trol of HIV infection — it 
could be the last chance,” 
warned Prof. Chen 
Minzhang, the minister. 
“We have no time to 
waste.” 

At the core of the plan 
will be the establishment, 
by the end of the century, 
of a nationwide 
HIV/AIDS monitoring 
network with some 400 
clinics. Also set up will be 
an advanced national 
HIV/AIDS laboratory 
along, with modern labo- 
ratories in all provinces, 
autonomous regions and 
municipalities. 

Under * the ambitious 
plan:- 

• Central and provin- 
cial government depart- 
ments responsible for 
budgets, education, sci- 
entific research, media 

campaigns and law 
enforcement wUi partici- 
pate; 

* AIDS awareness will 
be promoted through the 
government-controlled 
mass media and by spe- 
cial agencies in schools 
and among ordinary 
people, particularly 
youths and high-risk 


groups such as prosti- 
tutes and drug addicts; 

• Methods used by 
other countries in curb- 
ing HIV infection, inc- 
luding greater condom 
use, will be promoted in 
C hina ; and 

• Law enforcement de- 
partments will be made 

.responsible for cracking 
. down on the fflegalblood 
supply business, drug 
abuse and prostitution. 
These are the main chan- 
nels of HIV transmission 
in China. 

Fears that an AIDS 
explosion might occur in 
China in the absence of 
strong steps were voiced 
last October at a national 
conference on HIV/AIDS 
prevention and control 
held in Bering last" 
October. It was attended 
by Chinese AIDS experts 
and government officials 
and representatives of 
multilateral donors. 

“Experts fear that the 
nex t battleground for 
HTV/AIDS after Africa 
may include China, even 
though China is still a 
low-incidence country in 
terms of reported cases 
of HIV/AIDS,” said 
Arthur Holcombe of the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme 

(UNDP). 

The first AIDS case 
identified in China was a 
foreign tourist in 1985. 
By the end of August 
1996, health authorities 
had uncovered 4305 
HIV-positive cases, 
including 131 with full- 
blown AIDS. 

But some experts say 
that inadequate detec- 
tion methods mean the 
actual number of HIV- 
positive people in China 
could be substantially 
higher — anywhere, in 
tact, between 50,000 and 
100,000. 

They point out that all 
but two of China's 30 
provinces, autonomous 
regions and municipali- 
ties have reported 


HIV/AIDS cases. 

A UNDP study on the 
economic implications of 
HIV/AIDS in Asian 
countries estimates that 
the cost to China in 
terms of health care and 
lost labour could be $2 
billion annually by the 
year 2000. 

‘‘Gen eral ignorance 
■ about Hiy/AIDS^ drng 
abuse, prostitution, ille- 
gal blood supply and sex- 
ually transmitted dis- 
eases (STDs) may fuel 
the epidemic,” said Dai 
Zhicheng, director of the 
Department of Disease 
Control in the Public 
Health Ministry. 

The current number of 
STD patients alone may 
have reached three mil- 
lion, and will keep rising 
in the next 20 years, 
experts predicted. 

Although the situation 
is critical, both experts 
and officials are opti- 
mistic about the future of 
ill V7 AIDS control in 
China. 

They pointed out that 
in addition to the screen- 
ing clinics and test labo- 
ratories across the coun- 
try, three regional pre- 
vention and. treatment 
centres for HIV and 
STDs have been set up in 
the provinces of Guang- 
dong, Yunnan and 
Jiangsu. 

According to a report 
released by the Depart- 
ment of Disease Control, 
China’s 42 monitoring 
centres in big cities con- 
duct tests twice annuall y 
on four high-risk target 
groups: people attending 
STD clinics, prostitutes, 
drug addicts and long- 
distance truck drivers. 

However, experts are 
urging the establishment 
of similar facilities in the 
country’s vast rural 
areas and smaller and 
medium-sized cities, 
which are also vulnera- 
ble to the spread of 
HIV/AIDS. 

Research work on 


AIDS medicine has been ^ 
carried out by Chinese w 
pharmacologists. 

Although the pros-pects 
seems bleak at present, 
experts hope that break- 
throughs will be made in 
developing traditional 
Chinese herbal medi- 
cines for the treatment of 
AIDS. 

■■-“However, What we can 
do now — surely the 
most effective way — is 
to educate the public 
about the social and 
medical ills caused by 
prostitution and drug 
abuse,” said Ye Shunkai, 
director of the National 
STDs and Leprosy 
Control Centre. 

The services of govern- 
ment institutions, non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions, press and media 
have been enlisted in 
large anti-AIDS publici- 
ty campaigns in recentag, 
years, particularly 
around World AIDS Day- 
on Dec. 1. 

Meanwhile, financial 
and technological sup- 
port from multilateral 
donors is playing an im- 
portant role in China’s 
AIDS research and pre- 
vention. 

Donors have commit- 
ted a total of $17.4 mil- 
lion in support of Chi- 
na's HTV/AIDS aware- 
ness and control efforts. 

The country has benefit- 
ed from U.N. assistance, 
which is intended to help 
increase China’s under- 
standing of the experi- 
ence of other countries in 
combating HIV/AIDS 
and to support services 
to HIV/AIDS victims. 

“Unlike India and ± 
Thailand. China still has* 
toe opportunity to stop 
the spread or 
Hiv/AIDS.” said Hol- 
combe of UNDP.. But he 
warned against compla- 
cency, saying: “We must 
not lose valuable time” 

— Pan os Feature. 


ANSWERS 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

1 . Wellington, New Zealand. 

2. Belgrade (Yugoslavia), Budapest (Hungary), and 
Vienna (Austria). 


puzzles 


Half Adjectives 


3. Victoria. 

4. Kuwait. Luxembourg, Monaco, Panama. San Marino, 
and Singapore. 

5. Kabul, Afghanistan. 


(1) (7) Impossible 

(2) (4) Indigestible 

(3) (10) Beneficient 

(5) (8) Indigenous 

(6) (9) Propitious 
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^ Flower vendors and municipality at 
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. . . -l . By Ghalia AIul 

Special io ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN Nurseries and flower-shop owners are com- 
plaining flat sales and prices of their flowers went down 40 
per cent after the Amman Municipality dosed down the 
Amman flower bourse on Dec. 25. 

Bonrse manager Mazen Ghalayini told the Jordan Times 
on Tuesday lhat the municipality ordered the closure of the 
bourse after accusing it of running its operation from a res- 
idential area. 

He accused the municipality of fabricating excuses to 
legalise the closure of the bourse, which was then moved 
to Fuheis. 20 kilometres west of Amman. 

Mr. Ghalayini argued that the previous location did not 
violate any law, noting that the bourse, which was estab- 
lished 12 years ago, was located on top of a car service sta- 
tion and across of a parking for junk cars. 

•‘The nearest house to the bourse is 500 metres away.” he 
said. 

However, Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi countered that the 
bourse was practising monopoly and said that bidding 
should not be practised within the boundary of the Amman 
Municipal zone without the municipality’s supervision. 

"One agent is controlling the flower market which is 
against the law” said Mr. Abbadi, who added that this 
agent should give others a chance to act as intermediary 
between flower producers and buyers. 

He said the municipality had opened a new bourse mar- 
ket and invited all flower producers to operate from there, 
adding that it was offering a better space and a better 
working atmosphere. 

Mr. Ghalayini said the municipality wanted JD3.000 a 
year for the right to conduct bidding, adding that "by dos- 
ing our bourse and opening theirs means they want to prac- 
tise monopoly.” 

Mr. Ghalayini accused the municipality of trying "to 
destroy 12 years of business for the sake of m akin g the 
municipality bourse the strongest in the market.” 

Marketing manager of Alissar Nursery Ghassan Mzayek, 


who sells his flowers at the bourse, complained that the 
municipal bourse "does not have a proper mechanism for 
marketing flowers.” 

He said "the new small location in Fuheis has also pre- 
vented us from marketing our flowers and forced us to 
lower the prices of our produce.” 

"The closure also caused us inconveniences. There isn't 
enough space for our flowers or for the producers.” he said, 
adding that the location is far from Amman which stood 
against many flower producers to participate in the bidding. 

•This means less sales and lower prices,” Mr. Mzayek 
said. 

Mr. Ghalayini stressed that the flowers traded in this 
bourse amount to 85 per cent of total market volume. 

"This bourse provides hard currency for Jordan. It 
exports flowers to Lebanon, Gulf countries, Russia, 
Ukraine and Yugoslav,” he added. 

By closing the bourse, Mr. Ghalayini said, exports will 
decline by 60 per cent. 

“All our flower producers met and agreed not to conduct 
their businesses from the municipality bourse for its failure 
to provide a proper mechanism for marketing their flowers” 
he countered. 

Mr. Ghalayini threatened that the bourse will call on nurs- 
eries and flower shop owners wbo conduct their businesses 
from the Amman bourse, to stage a sit-in in front of the 
Prime Ministry or the Parliament if the municipality does 
not reopen the bourse. 

Mr. Abbadi told the Jordan Times that the municipality 
will not re-open the bourse reiterating Lhat it was practising 
monopoly by controlling the flower market. 

Mr. Ghalayini said the municipality ordered the closure 
of the flower bourse in April last year, accusing it of not 
obtaining a trade licence. 

Mr. Ghalayini said the bourse, which bad a licence, 
pressed charges against the municipality and won the case. 

He added that the bourse has once again pressed charges 
against the municipality at the Higher Court hoping to win 
the case and reopen the bourse. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

"In these limes there is nei- 
ther left nor right, we are all 
soldiers of the army.” 

Across Israel, flags were ar 
half-mast, cinemas and the- 
atres were closed and radio 
and television suspended 
normal programming to read 
the names of those killed in 
the accident. 

Stale television replayed 
footage from the crash scene, 
interviews with soldiers and 
statements by military offi- 
cials . while radio played 
mournful music interspersed 
ttiih- funeral .announcements. 

Mr. Netanyahu called on 
ministers and the 120 mem- 


bers of the Knesset to fan out 
across the country ro attend 
funerals for those killed. 

An independent commis- 
sion of enquiry led by former 
air force chief David Ivry 
began Wednesday trying to 
determine the causes of the 
night-time collision by visit- 
ing die crash site near the 
Israeli-Lebanese border, offi- 
cials said. 

According to the official 
toll, the dead included 52 
combat soldiers. 13 officers 
and eight crewmen. This 
compares to a total of 68 
Israeli soldiers killed in coro- 
ubat. 'action, in* Lebanon-.over 
the past three years. 

Initial indicadons pointed 


to likely human error as a 
cause of the accident, mili- 
tary sources said, since rain 
and fog in the north at the 
time was not sufficiently 
heavy to explain the colli- 
sion. 

The Yediot AharoQOt news- 
paper quoted mili tary 
sources Wednesday as saying 
one of the two pilots radioed 
“I have a problem" just 
before the collision. 

Under normal operating 
procedures, the two big heli- 
copters should have- been fly- 
ing at the same altitude and 
speed within view of each 
other, but military sources 
said they may have turned 
off their lights as a precau- 
tionary measure in ‘order to 
cross the Lebanese border. 

The Galilee panhandle. 


where the crash occurred, is 
best known to the world as 
the target of Katyusha rock- 
ets fired from Lebanon by 
Hizbollah guerrillas. 

Military censors held up 
publication of news of the 
disaster for two hours hoping 
to notify families first. Bui 
the sheer size of the disaster 
made keeping it secret 
impossible in a country 
where news travels fast. 

The question of Israel's 
involvement in Lebanon 
came up again this week fol- 
lowing the killing of three 
soldiers in a Hizbollah bomb 
attack. Public Security Min- 
ister Avigdor Kahalani com- 
plained the soldiers, on a 
mission" to L guard -northern ; 
Israel from guerrilla raids, 
were like sitting’ducks. 
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On the occasion of Eid El Fitr, Fastlink is pleased to 
announce that all mobile originating local phone calls will 
be charged at off peak rates*, all day, every day, from 
February 7th through February 11th. 


* off-peak rates: 

Mobile to mobile: 100 fils per minute. 
Mobile to land: 140 tils per minuce. 


For further information please call us at: 
Amman 863750 Aqaba 03-322557 Irbid 02-251691 
or 111 on your cellular. 
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Kabariti, Islamists in dialogue 


(Continued from page 1) 

the government have not 
achieved any result yet." 

Confirming that intense 
discussions are under way 
between the government 
and the Islamists, the leader 
of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. Abdul Mojeed 
Dhneidat. reportedly stated 
on Tuesday that "the issue 
is still open and a final 
decision has not been 
taken.” 

The “common ground” 
for a compromise between 
the government and the 
1AF might entail postpon- 
ing the elections in order ro 
meet the Islamists' demand 
for a broader debate on "a 
more modern and democra- 
tic election law” and allow 
them to organise their ranks 
in preparation for the elec- 
tions. officials say. 

Postponing the general 
elections for a year or two 
would also strcnghten Mr. 
Kabariri’s hand and give 
ample time to put into force 
his ambitious reform plans, 
observers say. 

"The introduction of a 


more modem election law 
would necessarily require 
more time than the few 
months currently available 
(were the elections to be 
held on schedule).” Mr. 
Majali noted. 

However, "postponing 
the general elections is Hi's 
Majesty King Hussein's 
decision and responsibili- 
ty." Mr. Majali concluded. 

Some observers see a 
strong possibility of IAF 
members joining the gov- 
ernment in case of a reshuf- 
fle in the next few months. 

A government reshuffle is 
expected by end of March 
or early April because, if 
elections are to be held as 
scheduled. Cabinet mem- 
bers holding parliamentary 
seats must resign from the 
Cabinet in order to run for 
the elections. 

“Out of 31 ministers, 23 
are members of Parlia- 
ment.” the government 
source noted, adding that 
"those among them who 
wish to run for the elections 
would be forced to resign. 


Blast kills 1 , injures 6 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Drivers will park their 
vehicle on uphill and 
release die belt that holds 
the gas cylinders and then 
the cylinders will roll down 
and hit the ground." said 
Fadi ■ Dawoud. 20, who 
lives near the gas ware- 
house. 

“The gas store owners 
and workers do not follow 
safety measures and do not 
want to exert any effort so 
they resort to this danger- 
ous unloading method.” 
Mr. Dawoud complained. 

One of the CDD ambu- 
lances rushing from the 
explosion scene to a nearby 
hospital collided with a 
passenger car near the 
Sports City and Tabarbour 
intersection. 

Six people including 
three CDD rescue men 
were injured in the incident 
and were taken to hospital 
and were listed in fair con- 
dition. 


The name of the deceased 
in the explosion was not 
immediately provided by 
CDD officials. 

The two people listed in 
critical condition were 
Samir Mohammad Zahi. 
26. and Mahmoud Salah. 
an Egyptian national. 

"Their chances of sur- 
vival are slim because 
they suffered from 100 per 
cent bums." u CDD offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 

He added that the injured 
were first taken to Queen 
.Alia hospital but were later 
transferred to King Hussein 
Medical Centre. 

In December of 1995. a 
similar explosion rocked 
the Sports City area when 
about 1.000 gas cylinders 
exploded. No fatalities 
were reported in that inci- 
dent. Officials then attrib- 
uted the accident to mis- 
handling of gas cylinders 
by workers. 


Palestinians reject U.S. stand 


(Continued from page 1) 

"I don't think that it is wise for 
.Arab govemmcnLs io judge the 
agreement as testimony io Israel’s 
commitment to the peace process. 
The more serious challenge still 
lies ahead.” chief Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erekul said in a 
telephone interview. 

American administration offi- 
cials say that they do not buy the 
Palestinian argument. “We need 
to create a regional environment 
conducive to peace.” an adminis- 
tration source explained. 

Analysts close to the American 
government say that the Clinton 
administration does not look 
favourably at Palestinian 
attempts to slowdown the normal- 
isation process. 

The analysts say that the 
administration feels dial it is not 
the Palestinians' "business" lu 
interfere in other countries’ ties 
with Israel. 

The American understanding of 
the issue contrasts the Palestinian 
need to reinforce the centrality of 
the Palestinian plight to the 
Israeli- Arab conflict and conse- 
quently the success of the peace 
process. 

The notion of the Palestinian 
issues' centrality to the peace 
process was reasserted fur the 
first time since the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) 
signed a separate agreement with 
Israel in 1993 when the Palestin- 
ian- Israeli talks hit a sutlematc last 
year. 

Now that the stalemate has 
been broken. theU.S. hopes that 
llie other tracks, including Syri- 
an-lsradi negotiations, and llte 
integration of Israel in the region 
will gain new momentum. 

But the reemeiging Palestinian 
frustration has roots in the agree- 
ment that they has long sought. 
For while the Hebron protocols 
and the attached Notes of Record 
linked (he deal to the other pend- 
ing issues, they fell short of a 
clear Israeli commitment to 
address them in a clearly defined 
time frame. 

The Notes oF Record stale that 
both sides will deal with the 
Palestinian prisoners issue 
according to the Oslo agreentents 
but lacks an unequivocal Israeli 
commitment to release the prison- 
ers within any certain timeframe. 

Israel was expected to release 
.women Palestinian prisoners. on 
Thursday. 

But Palestinian officials believe 


that Israel lied deliberately 
refused io set dates so th.tr it could 
have the lrecdum to choose the 
timing that suits its negotiating 
tactics. 

Among the 34 pending issues 
are the opening of a Gaza airport 
and sea port and a sale passage 
between Gaza and the West Bank 

This poses a serious problem 
for the Palestinian leaders who are 
concerned dial if Israel continues 
procrastinating the two sides will 
enter the permanent status negoti- 
ations. due two months after the 
implementation of the Hebron 
redeployment, while the interim 
arrangements are not eompleted. 

Tlw Oslo agavmenLs stipulate 
that the interim arrangements be 
completed prior io the start of the 
pennonent status negotiatiims. Yet 
Mr. Netanyahu now ;irgues that 
the protocol and the points 
attuehed to it gives Lsr.iel the eon- 
trol over the time frame and 
nature ol' future redeploy mem 
town rural areas in lire West Bank. 

In his speech to the Knesset tiil- 
lowing the initialling of the pt\«iv 
cols lie maintained lliat since tiie 
new agreement stipulates tlut fur- 
ther steps hinge on the Palestini.m 
security commitment "to eombat 
lemv" Lsrael will have the free- 
dom io amirol the tiuK.* frame. 

Initially die Palestinians 
dhiught tlut the L'.S. will act as 
guarantor. Bui ihe letter of assur- 
ances w ritten by Mr. Christopher 
to Mr. Netanyahu poured cold 
water on Palestinian e\peet.itions. 

After they liad sought Ameri- 
can direct involvement to get die 
U.S. to become a "giuir.intur to 
die agreements," die letter of 
assurances reenforced PalesiinLui 
fears dial Washingimi h.is r.iken 
Mr. Netanyahu’s side, especially 
lhat they say they were nut con- 
sulted. "It was an act of political 
deception.*' neg< Hasson 
Asfour said. 

From the American viewpoint. 

die PJesuni.ins should ik*i pre- 
judge the result of die Israeli posi- 
tion and give the new momentum 
a chance to develop. 

■Tliere are no ironclad guaran- 
lees. Let the process take its 
course." said one well- in Ion tied 
source in die administration. 

But for the Palestinian leader- 
ship the course that the process 
will take, in the absence of guar- 
antees, is die continuation of 
. :lsracl . imposing; ji. iitit accompli 
situation lhat will prejudge the 
permanent status negotiations. 


Act today... 



Due to the popularity of our current promotions, and in order to accommodate 
you, Fastlink is pleased to announce that our sales shops will be open 
from 9:00 am this morning until 10:00 pm tonight. 

So, act today and take advantage of our offer of a free connection fee and our 
incredibly low price of JD 199 on selected Motorola cellular phones. 

Offers end tonight 


Don't Let Life Slow You Down. 


For further information please call us at: 
Amman 863750 Aqaba 03-322557 Irbid 02-251691 
or 1 1 1 on your cellular. 
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Camdessus: Rise of dollar 


is best foreign exchange 
signal for 15 years 


PARIS (AFP) — The rise of 
the dollar heralds the best cli- 
mate on the foreign exchange 
market for 15 years, the director 
general of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). Michel 
Camdessus, said here Wednes- 
day. 

An informal agreement on 
margins of currency fluctuation 
should not be expected from a 
meeting of Group of Seven iG- 
7) finance ministers in Berlin on 
Saturday, he stud, while also 
warning that the U-S. Federal 
Reserve had to be vigilant about 
any inflationary pressures. 

The "monetary const alia- 
ti on.. lias not been so favourable 
for 15 years." he told a confer- 
ence at the senate on globalisa- 
tion. 


‘This improves the outlook 
for growth in 1997,” be said, 
referring particularly to Ranee. 

Since April 1996 the dollar 
had risen by 50 per cent against 
the yen and 20 per cent against 
the French franc. ‘Ibis mone- 
tary constellation is a much bet- 
ter reflection of economic reali- 
ties ” he said. 

■■Something healthy is hap- 
pening. The rise of die dollar 
reflects the good health of the 
U.S. economy and a strengthen- 
ing of macro-economic disci- 
pline.” he said 

'The United States is now die 
best pupil in the G-7 class in 
terms of the budget deficit and it 
has managed monetary policy 
very wisely,” Mr. Camdessus 
added 


But while monetary officials 
of G-7 countries could be proud 
of the success of their call at 
their meeting in the spring of 
last year for an orderly rise of 
die dollar, they would have to 
continue managing the mone- 
tary climate because it 

remained “fragile.” 

The Federal Reserve had io 
“ remain very vigilant" regard- 
ing interest rales “even if there 
are no signs of inflation.” 

He said that "the U.S. econo- 
my continues to operate at 
above its potential level” which, 
under certain conditions, can 
lead to pressure on prices and 
cause monetary authorities to 
increase interest rates to counter 
inflation. 


Economic globalisation 
to continue, but gathering 


at Davos sees new challenges 


DAVOS. Switzerland (AFP) — 
Economic globalisation will 
continue without protectionist 
tensions or fears of a financial 
system collapse, according to 
participants at the World Eco- 
nomic Forum here. 

However, globalisation and 
new technologies pose new chal- 
lenges to social unit)', and the 
financing of social security sys- 
tems cannot be guaranteed in 
industrialising or developing 
economies. 

‘There is a real feeling of con- 
fidence” mixed with vigilance, 
said U.S. Senator Bill Bradley of 
New Jersey, who met privately 
with a select group of political, 
economic and industrial deci- 
sion-makers on the sidelines of 
the conference here. 

For the first time at such a 
meeting, he said, no one men- 
tioned protectionist worries. 

'‘The benefits of&nopen trading 
system are really unquestioned 
by a majority of participants.” 

The political and industry 
titans expressed their belief that a 
new cycle of international trade 
negotiations would have a posi- 
tive impact on investment, com- 
petition strategy and tbe environ- 
ment 

New trading blccks such as 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Mexico and 
Canada reinforced the multilat- 


eral trade system, they said. 

On the global financial front 
most of tbe group were confi- 
dent in the capability of mecha- 
nisms in place to manage crises. 
Me Bradley said Real time 
communication allows the injec- 
tion of sufficient liquidity into 
the international financial sys- 
tem during bouts of nervousness 
to forestall panic, he said. 

European monetary union 
(EMU), on the cards for 1999, is 
a “positive” element that will 
increase stability of the financial 
system. Mr Bradley said 
adding the Euro will become a 
second reserve currency, 
accounting for about 26 percent 
of global currency reserves. 

However, some at Davos 
feared that investors would 
dump the dollar, which could 
have a “destabilising effea” 

Others worry about a rise in 
tension if growth slows between 
a European central bank, whose 
job will be to ensure stability, 
and governments tempted to 
spend their way back to expan- 
sion. In other sessions held at 
Davos, though, speakers said not 
everyone was so sanguine about 
globalisation. 

American labour leader John 
Sweeney wanted businessmen 
gathering at the ski resort they 
risked nasty consequences if 
thev continued to devote 


resources to boosting productiv- 
ity ai the expense of improving 
social benefits. 

Deputy American Treasury 
Secretary Larry Summers said 
the role of government was to 
ensure no cue fell by die eco- 
nomic wayside. 

The rapid expansion of the 
information society poses chal- 
lenges to social unity as the stock 
of 500 million computers wodd- 
wide replaces a swathe of manu- 
al activity. While the United 
States spawns software super- 
stars, Europe has a "technologi- 
cal deficit,” Intel Corporation 
President Andy Grove said 
They are buying computers 
but few are using sophisticated 
network technologies,” he said 
pointing out that emerging 
economies will soon be buying 
more micro-computers than 
European nations.. 

AS for social safety mets^Ma- 
Bradley said; There are two 
worlds, one aging, wealthy and 
low growth, and the otter pooc 
young and in rapid growth.” 

Tbe fertility rate, which is fore- 
cast to fall fiom IS to 1.7 in the 
indusrralised world by 2020, is 
also seen shrinking rapidly in 
developing countries. 

‘That means the developing 
world in terms of social security 
systems will have the same 
problems," Mr. Bradley said 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Cry out loudly 
5 Storage 
structures 
10 Slare 
wonderingly 

14 Essayist of note 

15 Federate 

16 Cinnabar and 
hematite 

17 Final attempt 

20 A wood 

21 Nautical term 

22 Itinerary 

23 Measures of 
length 

25 Avowed 

27 Customs 

28 Question 

29 Society girl 

32 In good health 

33 Veil material 

34 Greek letter 

35 Gordie of 
hockey 

36 Oniony roll 

37 Therefore 

38 Malt drink 

39 Arrogant 

40 Casts off 

41 Fish with a long 
snout 

42 Libertine 

43 Kind of offering 

44 Releases 

46 Means of 
communication 

47 Hurts 

49 River in England 

50 Alphabet run 

53 Certain business 
associate: Brit, 
o / Pielet 

58 Bogged down 

59 Gambling 
mecca 

60 Is indebted 

61 Jet 

62 Chichi 
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by James Barrick 


DOWN 

1 Bartok 

2 Oh, woe! 

3 Note on a card 

4 Long.'s 
complement 

5 Raises 


6 Poker stakes 

7 Paddy crop 

8 Extreme degree 

9 Visit 

10 Tiy to get 

1 1 Very dose by 

12 Saucy 

13 Punta del — 

18 Had courage 

19 Stopped moving 

24 British composer 

25 Defile 

26 Cunning 

27 Money 

28 Tremble 

30 — vie 

31 Kiss 

32 Certain rug 

33 — off (angers) 

36 Craft 

37 Bangkok natives 

39 Brittle 

40 Passover feast 
43 Procession 
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45 Encounters 

46 Get more 
mellow 

47 Concerning 

48 Hammer part 

49 City in India 


51 Transported 

52 City on the 
Hudson 

54 Devilkin 
55. Zero 
56 — la la 


Inflation 
in Sudan 
slips to 
101 % 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
has said its annual inflation rate 
fefl co 101 per cent in January 
from 133 per cent in November. 

The official Sudan News 
Agency quoted Izz A1 Din 
Ibrahim, a minister of stale in the 
finance ministry, as saying the 
reduction was a result of stringent 
liquidity control, increased pro- 
duction and the stability of the 
pound. 

Inflation is a major problem fix 
Sudan and the government bas 
made fighting it a top priority. It 
has imposed a tight monetary 
regime on almost every depart- 
ment and many in the private sec- 
tor have complained of a lack of 
liquidity. 

Finance Minister Abdul Wah- 
hab Osman told parliament last 
month that the government 
would bring down inflation to 70 
per cent in the 1997 budget- 

The government has also 
reduced its demand fir hard cur- 
rency and has launched extensive 
campaigns co each those dealing 
illegally in foreign cumenries in 
an attempt to keep the rate of the 
pound to the dollar stable. 

Since July 120 people have 
been sentenced to between three 
months and five years for dealing 
illegally in hard currency. The 
exchange rate has registered little 
change over the past lew months. 
The official rate for the dollar bas 
remained at 1,454 Sudanese 
pounds since August while the 
dollar buys about 1,700 pounds 
on the black market, down fiom 
about 2,000 in July. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Situations arise which can 
make a fellow associate quite 
happy this morning, so make 
the best of a good thing. Be 
more thoughtful of the needs 
of others later this evening and 
you can gain respect and assis- 
tance. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
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20j Try to be more cooperative 1 
with* a fellow associate this 


morning, so that you can 
become fast friends and make 
your association more fruitful. 
Be sure to drive carefully 
today while you are out on the 
highway. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
2J) You’ll get a good idea for 
promoting a special talent you 
possess today, so put it to good 
use and later tonight you'll get 
very positive results. You will 
gain recognition from those in 
authority so proceed in full 
force. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Get your home 
in order before departing for 
amusements today and you 


can invite guests in and there- 
by make them feel at ease. 
Take some time to do some- 
thing nice for your family and 
you will become well respect- 
ed. 

LEOr^July 22 to J Atigust 2I) : ‘ 
Handle yotir personal cone^ 
spondence early today, than 
take time to handle important 
family matters. Invite some 
intelligent guests into your 
home tonight and thereby you 
can have a many stimulating 
conversations with him or her. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) Focus your atten- 
tion on updating an important 
financial arrangement, which 
could make you rich if the 
course of action is handled 
properly. Plan to make proper- 
ty repairs which are needed to 
make your home more valu- 
able. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) A little charm will 


go along way today, so make a 
good impression upon those in 
authority who can make your 
career activities quite success- 
ful You can do something to 
amuse your friends and cheer 
Item o^-kttertdmgbll'' 1, ! : • 
SCORPIO: (Odtober 23 to 
November 21) You’d be wise 
to go along with your mate's 
wishes this morning, thereby 
you can reduce any difficul- 
ties. Farcefulness will bring 
good results early, however, 
not later this evening when it is 
important 

SAGITTARIUS : (November 
22 to December 21) Clear up 
any difficulties which have 
been disturbing your happi- 
ness this morning, so that you 
can have harmony with your 
loved ones. Prepare for a 
social and romantic evening 
with your mate and you will 
have a fun time. 
CAPRICORN: (December 


22 to January 20) You can 
advance more quickly this 
morning by maintaining a 
more progressive attitude 
which will gain recognition 
from those in authority. Finish 
a discussion with superiors 
and gain the insight to make 
your business activities mare 
successful. • .. , . ,... 

•AQUARIUS: (January: 21 - to 
February 19) A new contact 
has the right answer for a diffi- 
culty you’ve been having, so 
listen to what is being said and 
through the use of that advice 
you can become quite success- 
ful Form an alliance with this 
person which is mutually prof- 
itable. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This can be a very 
lucrative day today if you keep 
your eyes open to new oppor- 
tunities which are virtually 
surrounding your business life. 
Later this evening will be good 
to meet with fellow associates 
for a plan of action. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Prestige can be 
gained today by doing 
some volunteer communi- 
ty tasks and this will give 
you much self-esteem. 
Great business contacts 
can be made in this way as 
well, so make the effort to 
be quite sociable. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Plan your activi- 
ties more wisely today 
and get better results 
through your efforts. Be 
more cooperative with fel- 
low associates and speed 
up production to an 
unprecedented amount 
which will make you suc- 
cessful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Try to be more J 
modem in your thinking 
and your appearance, so 
that those in authority will 
be quite pleased with die 
results. Get in touch with 
some close friends and 
plan amusements for the 
weekend which will be 
very enjoyable. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
your home in shape and 
add more colour and art to 
it so that you can make 
your home a real show 
place. Entertain at home 
late: this evening and 
dress nicely, however, not 
elaborate which will 
offend others. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) A few compliments 
today can get a group pro- 
ject flowing much more 
smoothly and thereby 
make everyones career 
activities more successful. 
Spend the evening with 
someone you have much 
respect for and thereby 
gain wisdom. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Set up a 
budget today which will 
allow you a little more 
entertainment however, 
don’t-aegleebrafiy ’ impor- 
tant bills.' Drive carefully 
this evening while on the 
highway and thereby you 
can eliminate difficulties. 
UBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Keep a 
healthy perspective today 
about going after your 
goals — don't rob Peter to 
pay Paul. Keep a reign on 
your emotions and your 
temper or you will begin 
to notice negative attitude 
from your close friends. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) Privately 
work out a plan of action^ 


wh 


which can bring you rapid-; 
advancement, with some 
difficult labour. Show 
more affection for your 
loved ones and thereby 
you can maintain harmo- 
ny w ithin your residence. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
E n list the aid of close 
friends today to work our 
a difficult situation. "Be- 
more understanding— of 
others and things will go 
smoothly. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with a fellow associate 
and devise a good plan of 
action. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem-- 
ber 22 to January 20); if 
you display your abilities 
today, you'll have more 
opportunities to capitalise 
on them. Have more cbfr? u . 
fidence in yourself end Iff 
thereby gain the attention, 
of those in authority who 
can make your caeer 
activities more successful^] 
AQUARIUS: 
to Febroary 19) ff jfett 
want a new friend to £0* 
along with . your 
today, it is important f-tgU 
explain them in detail* iA 
short trip with' close, 
friends and loved ones* 
will bring you many btsnfiv 
fits so follow through 
you an have much fittef 7 ? 
PISCES: (February 
March 20) If you 5boVL%, 
little energy and crttbttSft 
asm about life today, 
mate will appreciate 
short talk with an 
^t person would- 
good, so consult with^tju? 
individual so that „ 
gain insight. 
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preview of news from tie Cffrafic press 


Bank of Jordan attributes sharp 
rise in profit to aggressive push 
in Palestinian market 

** BANK OF Jordan Tuesday said its pre-tax profit 
soared 96 per cent to 13.5 million dinars (519.1 mil- 
lion) in 1996 due mainly to rapid expansion in the 
Palestinian banking market. ‘The bank's record per- 
formance was due to the bank’s good profits in Pales- 
tinian areas and steady growth in Jordan that was 
accompanied with just a modest rise in expenses” 
General Manager Fayez Abu Einein told Reuters. The 
1995 comparison pre-tax profits before debt provi- 
sions stood at 6.90 million dinars while they amount- 
ed to 4.9 million dinars after provisions. Bank of Jor- 
dan’s unaudited balance sheet shows it grew 16 per 
cent in 1996 to 625 million dinars from 537 milli on in 
1995. 

Bank of Jordan was setting a priority to expand its 
foothold in the Palestinian b ankin g market It has five 
branches there and plans to expand to cover most of 
the self-rule areas. “We have a target to be present in 
most of the main Palestinian cities and setting up 
small outlets in outlying areas by 199S.... there is a 
policy by the bank’s board of directors to expand 
activities in the areas ” said Mr. Abu Einein. Bank of 
Jordan was the first Jordanian bank to reopen in 
Palestinian self-rule areas under the Middle Eas t 
peace process. Along with two other banks, Arab 
Bank and Cairo Amman Bank, it has captured the 
major share of Palestinian hanking business since a 
rush by Jordanian banks to resume operations sus- 
pended after Israel’s occupation of the West Bank in 
1967. The bank's aggressive push into the Palestinian 
market was the main reason for growth last year. 

Customer deposits in Palestinian areas rose 61 per 
cent to 185 million dinars at end of 1996 from 115 
million dinars in 1995 — forming 40 per cent of the 
bank’s total deposits in 1996 of 457 million dinars. In 
contrast combined deposits grew 19 per cent in 1996 
from 385 million dinars in 1995. Bank of Jordan’s 
loans to the Palestinian market also jumped in 1996 a 
sharp 77 per cent to 47 milli on dinars from 26 mil- 
lion, while, commercial business saw a 72 per cent 
jump in 1996 from the previous year. In contrast its 
combined loans, incorporating both Jordan and West 
Bank operations, rose a modest nine per cent to a total 
of 234 million dinars in 1996 from 215 million in 
1995. 

Mr. Abu Einein said the bank targeted a 100 million 
dinar capital base by 2000 to allow for “the bank to 
undertake big transactions and financing projects.” Its 
current policy was to reach at least a 20 million dinar 
capital base by end 1997 from its present 105 million 
dinar level. This was to meet a 20 million dinar Cen- 
tral Bank minimum requirement by end of the year. 
The bank’s general assembly meeting, whose date has 
notheeirfixed, will consider issuing bohu^ shaf^’and 
using some of the 29 million dinar reserves to raise 
the capital base, Mr. Abu Einein said. Shareholders’ 
equity stood at 24 million dinars in 1996 and was 
expected to rise to 29 million dinars in 1997. 

The bank, which has growing investment business 
encouraged by more foreign currency liberalisation, 
saw “potential for growth but not for high profits,” 
Mr. Abu Einein said. The bank's focus in coming 
years remained on bolstering its deposit base with an 
optimistic 1997 outlook based on a forecast better 
economic growth for Jordan and progress in Middle 
East peace (Reuters). 
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Jordan seeks offers to build, 
operate refinery at Aqaba 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is inviting bids for 
an export-oriented refinery with a 
capacity to process 210,000 barrels to 
be built at Aqaba on a build* own and 
operate basis after finalising prelimi- 
nary studies. 

The invitation indicated that the gov- 
ernment had dropped all negotiations 
with companies which had submitted 
bids in an earlier process and was 
adopting a totally new approach to the 
project, which was being discussed for 
more than one year. 

The new invitation came in the form 
of an advertisement in the local press 
on Wednesday. 

The advertisement, signed by Energy 
and Mineral Resources Minister 
Hashem Dabbas, set an April 30 dead- 
line for the submission of bids. 

The refinery, to be located on the 
southern coast of Aqaba, will mainly 
aim at export markets but the local 
market was also open subject to 
acceptable pricing formulas. 

Industry sources put the estimated 
cost of the plant at between $ 1 .5 billion 


to S2.5 billion depending upon the 
nature of equipment and technology 
employed. The number of jobs the pro- 
ject would create also depended upon 


the equipment and technology, they 
added. 

The advertisement made it clear that 
“the supply of crude oil and export of 
refined products will be the sole 
responsibility” of the company which 
wins the contract. That stipulation 
ruled out Jordanian government inter- 
vention with any of its neighbouring 
countries, notably Iraq and Saudi Ara- 
bia. for concessional prices for crude 
as along the lines that the Kingdom 
receives from Iraq. 

However, industry sources claimed 
last year that in an earlier process of 
invitation for bids, at least one of the 
bidders had an implicit understanding 
with the government of Iraq that Bagh- 
dad would be an equity holder in the 
venture and would provide its share of 
capital in the form of crude. 

That was based on an assumption that 
it would take several years for the pro- 
posed refinery to be operational and by 
that time the Iraqi government would 
be in a position to exercise its free 
options because it would no longer be 
under the international trade sanctions 
imposed on Iraq in 1990. 

The invitation of bids said the plant 
should be “designed and constructed to 
the highest standards and will have in- 
built flexibility to accommodate a wide 


range of light/medium Mideast oil 
feed-stocks.” 

“While the government of Jordan will 
provide the environment that will sup- 
port investments in the country, it will 
not provide specific guarantees for the 
project; nor will it accept any financial 
risk associated with the project,” said 
the invitation. “The financial risk asso- 
ciated with the success or failure of the 
project will be bom entirely by the 
investor,” who will also “be responsi- 
ble for obtaining the financing required 
to support the project.” 

The government will simply provide 
the land and other related resources 
available locally under “equitable 
terms, access to limited or critical 
resources will require payment of a 
premium ” it said. 

A prerequisite of any bids, it said, is 
a “demonstration of project viability.” 

“The investor should be able to 
demonstrate that an export refinery is 
economically viable as a stand-alone 
operation.” 

Other requirements laid down by the 
government clearly showed that it was 
looking for international giants with 
proven track record, both technically 
and financially. 

The government support for the pro- 
ject will include a two-square-kilome- 


tre plot of land near the port of Aqaba 
and exemption from all taxes and fees 
as available under the investment pro- 
motion law and the free zone law as 
well as a waiver of no import duties on 
crude oil brought into the country for 
export purposes. But the refinery will 
pay the actual handling charges levied 
by the port authorities. 

The called-for agreement between the 
successful bidder and the government 
will have no bearing on the operations 
of the Jordan Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany (JPRC). which has an exclusive 
concession to refine crude oil and mar- 
ket refined products in Jordan. The 
JPRC will, however, be allowed to pur- 
chase products from the proposed 
refinery but will be under no obligation 
to do so. 

The benefits for Jordan under the pro- 
posed project were defined as 
Favourable prices for surplus water and 
electricity used for project operations 
as well as for refined oil products that 
could be sold to Jordan, the annual rent 
for the plot of land used for the project 
and royalty on every barrel of crude 
processed at the plant. 

According to industry sources, the 
strongest potential market for the refin- 
ery could be the Palestinian territories 
and Israel. 
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MADRID (AFP) — The 
world had 593 million 
tourists last year, up 4.6 per 
cent from the previous year, 
the Madrid-based World 
Tourism Organisation 
(WTO) has reported. 

Europe remained the 
region attracting the most 
tourists, more than half of 
the total, but its lead 
slipped to the benefit of the 
Middle East, the WTO Sec- 
retary-General Francesco 
Frangialli told correspon- 
dents. 

By countries, France 
remained tourists’ favourite 
destin4tiPb.,.>vi.tib £15 mil- 
lion, tip 2.3 per cent year on 
year, ahead of the United 
States with 44.7 million, up 
3.2 per cent and Spain with 
41.4 million, up 5.3 per 


cenL 

While the Middle East 
was the region with the 
fastest rise in arriving 
tourists, Africa experienced 
slow growth due to con- 
flicts in several countries. 

The organisation said 
tourism performance last 
year in South East Asia and 
in the Pacific region was 
satisfactory. 

The organisation expects 
700 million tourists in the 
world in the year 2000 and 
receipts in the industry of 
more than $600 billion. 

Last year, world tourism 
produced ^ repqiptS; $423 

billion, including $64.3 bil- 1 
lion in the United States, 
$28.4 billion in Spain, _ 
$28.2 billion in France and 
$27.3 billion in Italy. 
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Yemen signs gas agreement 
with foreign companies 
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SANAA (AFP) — Yemen 
has signed an agreement with 
French, South Korean and 
U.S. companies for a gas liq- 
uefication project worth $5 
billion, the official Saba News 
Agency reported. 

Total of France. Yukong Ltd. 
of South Korea, Exxon Corp. 
and Hunt Oil Company of the 
United States will participate 
in the project 

Yemeni Oil Minister Said A1 
Attar, who signed the deal, 
said Total will have a 36 per 
cent share, Exxon and Hunt 


Oil together will have a 30 per 
cent share and Yukong will 
take an eight per cent share in 
the project. 

The remaining 26 per cent 
will go to the Yemen Explo- 
ration and Production Compa- 
ny (YEPC). 

Exxon, Hunt and Yukong 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding a year ago with 
die Yemeni government and 
Total to take part in the YEPC 
to develop gas reserves from 
the Ma'rib and Jawf regions in 
eastern Yemen. 
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biggest of fallen skaters 
looms 



HARTFORD (AFP) — 
Nancy Kerrigan is more 
concerned about mother- 
hood rhan triple jumps these 
days. Tonya Harding has 
worn out her welcome with 
the skating community. 

And reigning Olympic 
champion Oksana Baiul is 
struggling to cope with 
being a rich 19-year-old 
orphan whose glory days 
might well be behind her. 

The^e central figures of 
the 1994 Lillehammer 
Winter Olympics are 
unlikely to have any role at 
the Nagano Winter Games, 
the opening ceremonies for 
which will be conducted a 
year from Friday. 

Kerrigan and Harding 
were forever linked in sport- 
ing infamy when Harding 
took pan in a plot that led to 
an assailant injuring 
Kerrigan days before the 
United States Olympic 
qualify ing event. 

Kerrigan recovered but 
Baiul edged her by one- 1 Oth 
of a point for gold in 
Norway. Kerrigan went on 
to many the agent who 
stood by her when she was 
the focus of global atten- 
tion. She had a baby in 
October. 

Harding, banned by U.S. 


figure skating officials, has 
been reduced to exhibitions 
at minor-league hockey 
games and having an agent 
make offers for her to skate 
for hire for any nation in 
Japan next year. 

No takers yet. 

Baiul. arrested for drunk- 
en driving after u January 12 
car crash, was fined $90 
here Tuesday and ordered to 
participate in an alcohol 
education program. She 
must also pay another S77 
in court costs. 

Superior court judge 
Terence Sullivan fined Baiul 
for driving at what police 
said was 97.1 mph (155.36 
km/h) in an area considered 
unsafe above 45 mph (72 
km/h). 

"She understands this 
conduct could send the 
wrong message to millions 
of friends and fans around 
the world" Baiul attorney 
Daniel Blume said. 

The Olympic gold medal- 
ist had a blood-alcohol level 
of .J6S. above the .10 legal 
limit in Connecticut. Baiul 
was also two years younger 
than the state's minimum 
legal age for drinking alco- 
hol. 

“1 smelled a very strong 
odor of alcoholic beverage 


about her breath.” said 
police officer Eric Kovanda, 
who discovered Baiul at the 
crash site. 

Baiul will spend S350 dol- 
lars to enter the alcohol edu- 
cation program, where she 
will be counselled. She will 
also make public service 
appearances to educate 
youth about the dangers of 
underage drinking and dri- 
ving. 

The Ukrainian-born skat- 
ing star’s police record will 
be cleared if she stays out of 
trouble for a year. 

“She is determined to 
never let it happen again," 
Baiul attorney Paul Collins 
said. 

Baiul suffered concussion 
and needed 12 stitches to 
close a gash on the back of 
her head when she drove her 
green Mercedes off the road 
and into a grove of trees. 

Passenger Ari Zakarian. a 
Ukrainian-born skater from 
New York, suffered a bro- 
ken finger in the crash. They 
had attended an ice show 
and reportedly been to a 
Hartford bar. They were 
bound for Baiul ’s nearby 
home. 

The crash exposed Baiul's 
post-Olympic problems, 
things not seen by crowds 


who watched her on a tour 
of champions or recorded in 
the children's book of her 
life that reached store 
shelves two weeks ago. 

Baiul. whose mother died 
six years ago of cancer, has 
also suffered from a lack of 
guidance. 

She lives alone and has 
not listened to her former 
guides, fellow Ukrainian 
and Olympic star Viktor 
Petrenko and their coach, 
Galina Zmievskaia. Baiul 
has also reduced her prac- 
tice schedule. 

Baiul is five inches taller 
and 10 pounds heavier than 
in Lillehammer. Since win- 
ning gold, she has been 
slowed by back and knee 
injuries and her jumping, 
never a strength, has grown 
weaker. 

In short, Baiul is a matur- 
ing woman in a sport paced 
by tiny acrobatic girls such 
as world champion 
Michelle Kwan of the 
United States. In the skating 
game, the girl she had been 
was golden. 

The woman has much to 
contend with in dealing 
with the legacy. 


Robson backed by board ahead of vital Cup clash 


BARCELONA (R) — 

Bobby Robson has received 
a vote of confidence from 
the Barcelona club board 
ahead of Thursday's vital 
Spanish Cup clash with 
Real Madrid. 

The former England 
coach has also been backed 
by a group of fans who took 
out a newspaper advert ask- 
ing for “respect, justice and 
support" for Robson. 

He had been heavily criti- 
cised in the wake of his 
side’s 2-2 draw with 
Oviedo, a game they had led 


2 - 0 . 

It was the second time in 
less titan a month that 
Barcelona had thrown away 
a 2-0 lead at home. But 
despite the setback the 
board has restated its 
“absolute and complete’* 
confidence in the team, 
including the coach. 

"At the moment there are 
no objective circumstances 
which could justify lack of 
confidence in the team," 
said club spokesman Jose 
Maria Antras. 

Antras explained that the 


club’s position would not 
change in the near future. 

"It could be we don't get 
through the cup tie...And 
it’s also possible that we 
don’t beat Espanyol in the 
league (on Sunday) but even 
then the board will continue 
offering its complere confi- 
dence in the team,” he said. 

Rumours of possible 
replacements for Robson 
are rife. 

The Barcelona daily ‘El 
Periodico de Cataluna’ on 
Tuesday pointed to Ajax 
coach- Louis Van Gaal as the 
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next man to take over the 
hot seat in the Camp Nou 
Stadium. 

Sports daily ‘El Mundo 
Deportivo’ carried an inter- 
view with Robson in which 
he hit out at his critics. 

“There are people who 
will not stop until they have 
managed to finish me. 
Reading the newspapers at 
times I feel as if they were 
shooting at me,” said 
Robson. 

The city’s press was also 
attacked by a group of fans 
who took out an advert to 
support a man they called "a 
coach of international pres- 
tige” and a “polite and 
expert professional”. 

“Robson has been con- 
demned by a large part of 
Catalan sports journalism” 
read the advert, which gave 
a contact telephone and the 
number of an account to 
which donations to the 
Robson support group could 
be made. 

An ankle injury has left 
Barcelona goalkeeper Vitor 
Baia doubtful for 
Thursday’s fourth round tie. 
Robson's side take a 3-2 
advantage from Che first leg 
to Madrid. 


Rodman 
to return 
in 1 week 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Chicago forward Dennis 
Rodman, suspended indefi- 
nitely for kicking a camera- 
man January 15, will be 
allowed to return to the 
Bulls for their February 1 1 


home game a gains t 


Charlotte. 

But National Basketball 
Association (NBA) com- 
missioner David Stern also 
warned here Tuesday that 
another violent incident on 
the court might lead to per- 
manent banishment from 
the league. 

The 11 games Rodman 
wUl miss because of his 
actions in Chicago’s 112- 
102 victory at Minnesota 
already constitute the sec- 
ond-longest suspension in 
NBA history. 

“I am satisfied that 
Dennis recognises that his 
conduct in the Minnesota 
game was unacceptable,” 
Stem said. “Dennis told me 
that while he does not plan 
to change the way he plays 
the game, he will conform 
his conduct on the playing 
court to acceptable stan- 
dards. 

“He knows that any fur- 
ther incidents of this nature 
may end his career in the 
NBA” 

Rodman was suspended 
by the league for lacking 
courtside cameraman 
Eugene Amos in the groin. 
He was also fined $25.00. 
Rodman paid Amos 
$200,000 to avoid a court 
case. 

The 10th game of 
Rodman’s suspension was 
Tuesday at Portland. He 
will also miss Wednesday’s 
game at Los Angeles 
against the Lakers. 

So far, the league-leading 
Bulls are 8-1 without 
Rodman and 41-5 overall, 
on pace to match their 
record 72-10 mark of last 
season. 

.Rodman met with Stem 
last Friday here along with 
league and players union 
executives to discuss the 
situation. Stem had said he 
would rule this week on the 
matter. 

The only longer suspen- 
sion in NBA history was 
the 26-game ban given to 
Kermit Washington of the 
Los Angeles Lakers for 
punching Rudy 

Tomjanovich of Houston in 
1977. 

Rodman served a two- 
game suspension earlier 
this season for criticising 
referees after a game. 
Overall, his banishments 
without pay have cost him 
about 1.2 million dollars of 
his nine million-dollar 
salary for the season. 
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perforce in the closed hand. Declar- 
er, with visions of 12 tricks Amring 
in the mind, cashed the ace af dubs, 
then raffed a dub in dummy bo l««»A 
a trump toward the closed hand. 
East's discard of a heart was a 
shack. Even more painful was 
Wes t's defense. After winning the 
Erst trump trick with the jack, the 
defender cashed the ace of trumps 
and exited with the queen. Declarer 
had to concede two more dub tricks 
rer down one. 

An e xperienced rubber-bridge 
player should have no problem with 
the hand. Tie contract is secure as 
long as declarer can limit the losers 


The! 

SOUTS WEST NORTH EAST 

IS Pass 2 * Pm 

4 a Pm Pom Pas* 


to three trump tricks. The way to 
accomplish that is act to touch 


Opening lead: Jack of <7 
The difference between rubber 
bridge and duplicate is vast. Con- 
sider this hand From a duplicate 
pair tournament. 

Despite the powerful distribution. 
South decided that it was too much 
to expect North to provide good 
enough trumps and cover die poten- 
tial losers in diamonds and dubs. 
Therefore, South made a rather 
conservative jump to four spades. 
West led the jack of hearts, token 


tramps at alll 
After winning the ace of hearts, 
declarer should cash the ace and 
king of clubs and ruff a clob. 
Declarer clears the ace of diamonds 
and returns to band with a dia- 
mond ruff to trump another dub on 
the table, then {nmm back to hand 
with a red-guit ruff to trump the . 
last dub. Indeed, on thin He of the 1 
cards declarer can score the first 10 
tricks via a cross ru IT and end in 
hand with three trumps, reducing 
West to three trumps as well. By 
siting with a low trump, declarer 
will come to an 11th trick. 
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Milwaukee Bucks’ forward Vm Baker attempts a shot as Cleveland Cavaliers’ center 
Mark West cleanly blocks it in the first quarter of NBA play at the Bradley Center in 
Milwaukee. Cleveland won 89-78 (Reuters photo) 


Knicks beat Rockets 


NEW YORK (R) — With 
star centre Patrick Ewing 
sidelined. Allan Houston 
stepped up for the Knicks 
Tuesday, scoring 17 of his 
28 points in the fourth quar- 
ter to lead New York to a 
99-95 victory over the 
Houston Rockets. 

The Rockets, who suf- 
fered their fifth consecutive 
loss, were also missing an 
All-Star as forward Charles 
Barkley sat out with a 
sprained ankle. Ewing was 
suffering from a groin 
injury and the flu. 

"It’s frustrating right now 
because we have lost a lot of 
games in a row and I 
haven't been able to help 
my team." Barkley said. “I 
think the best thing for us is 
the All-Star break so we can 
get our guys healthy.” 

Charles Oakley had 16 
points and nine rebounds 
for the Knicks, winners of 
16 of their last 17 home 
games. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
26 points and Mario Elie 
added 22 for the Rockets, 
who dropped into a first- 
place tie with Utah in the 
Midwest Division. 

The Rockets pulled within 
one point 93-92, on a pair 
of free throws by Kevin 
Willis with 19 seconds left. 
But (Allan) Houston was 
fouled three times in the 
final 18 seconds and made 
all s’lx shots to seal the win. 

In Portland, Michael 
Jordan scored 22 of his 36 
points in the fourth quarter 
as the Chicago Bulls won 
their eighth coasecutive 
game, an 8S-84 victory over 
the Trail Blazers. 

Scottie Pippen added 21 
points and Luc Longley bad 
14 for Chicago, which 
improved the league's best 
road record to 21-4. 

Isaiah Rider scored 19 
points. Gary Trent added 1 8 
and Kenny Anderson 
chipped in 16 for Portland. 

After Clifford Robinson 
hit a 15-footer to give 
Portland a 66-60 lead 53 
seconds into the fourth 
quarter, Jordan scored 16 
points in a 18-11 Chicago 
run the put the Bulls on top. 

In Charlotte, Dell Curry 
scored 30 points and Glen 


Rice added 24 as the 
Hornets beat the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 115-101 
with the help of a huge sec- 
ond-quarter run. 

Anthony Mason had 24 
points and 1 5 rebounds and 
Mugsy Bogues scored 18 
points and handed out nine 
assists for the Hornets, who 
shot 54 percent (46-of-85) 
from the field. 

Tom Gugliotta scored a 
season-high 35 points for 
Minnesota and Kevin 
Garnett added 15 points for 
the Timberwolves. 

With Minnesota ahead 28- 
25 early in the second quar- 
ter, Charlotte went on 34-9 
tear to open a huge 59-37 
lead. 

In Orlando. Rony SeikaJy 
had 22 points and 1 1 
rebounds and keyed an 184 
third-quarter run that lifted 
the surging Magic to a 111- 
87 thumping of the Indiana 
Pacers. 

Horace Grant scored IS 
points and Penny Hardaway 
added 16 and nine assists 
for the Magic, who have 
won eight of their last nine 
games and improved to 12- 
3 since Hardaway returned 
from a knee injury. 

Reggie Miller scored 18 
points and Antonio Davis 
added 14 and 13 rebounds 
for the Pacers, who trailed 
by as many as 25. 

In Milwaukee, Terrell 
Brandon sank a 20-foot 
jump shot with three sec- 
onds left to lift the 
Cleveland Cavaliers to a 79- 
78 victory over the Bucks. 

After Milwaukee's Elliot 
Perry missed two free 
throws with 19 seconds to 
go, Brandon converted a 
pick-and-roli play from the 
lop of the key for the game- 
winning bucket. 

Brandon finished with 23 
points and Tyrone Hill 
added 16 and 10 rebounds 
for Cleveland. 

Perry led the Bucks with 
16 points while Vin Baker, 
who missed a desperation 
shot at the Buzzer, added 
13. 

In Dallas, Sam Cassell 
scored 13 of his 20 points in 
a first-quarter run and 
George McCloud added 17 
as the Mavericks beat the 


Sacramento Kings 104-96. 

Derek Harper scored 16 
points, Jim Jackson added 
15 and Chris Gatling con- 
tributed 14 for Dallas, 
which won for the just the 
fourth time in 12 games. 

Cassell hit all seven of his 
shots, including three from 
three-poim range in a 20-5 
first-quarter spun. 

All-Star Mitch Richmond 
scored 31 points and 
Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf 
added 18 for Sacramento. 

At New Jersey, rookie 
Kerry Kittles scored 32 
points and Kendall Gill 
added 25 as the Nets beat 
the Vancouver Grizzlies 
II 1-105 in a matchup of 
two of the league's worst 
teams. 

Shawn Bradley added 16 
points, 16 rebounds and six 
blocks for the nets, who 
out-rebounded the Grizzlies 
6241 despite missing the 
league’s second- leading 
rebounder Jayson Williams, 
who is sidelined by a 
sprained thumb. 

Anthony Peeler scored a 
franchise-record 40 points 
for the Grizzlies, who have 
lost nine of their last 10 
games. 

At Golden State. Steve 
Smith scored 36 points to 
lead the Atlanta Hawks to a 
107-85 romp over the 
slumping Warriors. 

Christian Laettner added 
23 points and Mookie 
Blaylock contributed 19 for 
the Hawks. 

Latrell Sprewel! scored 20 
points and Joe Smith added 
14 for the Warriors, losers 
of four in a row. 

In Los Angeles, Rodney 
Rogers scored 24 points and 
Malik Scaly and Loy 
Vaught added 22 apiece as 
the Clippers took advantage 
of Shaquille O’Neal's 
absence to beat the visiting 
Lakers 108-86. 

With O’Neal missing 
trom the Lakers lineup due 
to a knee injury, the 
Clippers dominated the 
boards. out- re bounding 

their local rivals 54-31. 

Elden Campbell and Nick 
Van Exel had 20 points 
apiece for the Lakers. 
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CONCORD “1” 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkanka 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10;30 
CONCORD “2" 
now on daily 
“Custom Made Citizen” 

/yThe satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin Ji 


Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 

with the new play entitled 

Aman..Ya Ho 
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Faisali play Romania’s 
Jiul Petrosani tonight 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 6-7, 1997 


By R oaf an Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s A1 Faisali face 
Ro mani a's Jiul Petrosani tonight in the 
first of two friendly matches held as pan 
of A1 Faisali ’s preparations for the Arab 
Champions Cup in Morocco in March. 

The Romanian team arrived in Amman 
yesterday on an invitation from AJ 
Faisali. They will play their second 
match here Sunday. 

Prior to their arrival in Amman, the 
guest team bad played two matches in 
Syria where they beat AI Dimashqi 2-0 
and lost to Al Jeish 3-2. 

Tonight's match is not expected to be 
an easy one for the Kingdom's team as 
Jiul Petrosani is ranked sixth in the 
Romanian league and have superior 
technical skills to give Al Faisali a hard 
time. Petrosani have two professional 
players on the team including players on 
Romania’s national and Olympic teams. 

Jiul Petrosani had won the Romania 
Cup in 1 975. 

AJ Faisali on the other hand have added 
new players to their squad for their 
upcoming championship against select 
Arab teams. They are: Morocco's 


Olympic Khreibkeh, Arab Clubs champi- 
ons Egypt’s AJ Ahli, Morocco’s AJ Raja 
and Al Faisali. 

Al Faisali’s head coach has named the 
players who will take part in the Arab 
Champion Cup in Morocco: Anis 

Shafeeq, Waleed Abu Hmeid. Freidon 
Saeed, Raed Jabour, Mohannad 
Mahadeen, Ahmad Khalil, Fir as 
Khalaileh, Ali Zoubi, Ihab Nasser, Rami 
Abu Fanar. Osama Talal. Rateb Awaidat, 
Ziad Abu Shanab, Jamal Abu Abed, 
Subhi Suleiman, Hassouneh Sheikh, 
Haitham Shboul, Hatem Aqel , Jiryes 
Tadrus, Mahmoud M attar, Jaafar Hamad 
and Mohammad Mansour. 

Two of Al Faisali's top players. Jiryes 
Tadrus and Mohannad Mahadeen who 
are still under treatment and showing 
healthy signs of improvement, were 
expected to play against the Romanian 
team on Thursday. 

Thursday’s match is scheduled to be 
held at S:30 p.m. at AI Hussein Youth 
City. Al Faisali officials said the match 
might be moved to the University of 
Jordan stadium at 2:20 p.m. in case of 
heavy rainfall. Sunday's match will be 
held az 2:30 p.m. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Argentine chief bets on Johansson 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Julio Grondona. president of 
the Argentinian Football Federation, said here on Tuesday 
that he expected Lennart Johansson to become the next 
president of FIFA, world football’s governing body. 
Grondona expects the fight to succeed Brazilian Joao 
Havelange for the top post in football to be fought out 
between a European and an African, with Johansson, 
president of European football’s ruling body UEFA, the 
favourite. The Argentine supremo added that he thought it 
unlikely that someone from his continent would stand 
after Havelange’s long reign. 

English player banned for drug use 

LONDON (R) — Ipswich town midfielder Adam Tanner 
was banned from soccer for three months on Tuesday for 
taking cocaine. Tanner, 23, told an English F.A. discipli- 
nary panel that he took the drug in a nightclub on 
December 7. Two days later he tested positive after being 
selected for random testing at thefirst division club. 
Tanner’s suspension comes two months after Chariton 
athletic’s 18-year-old midfielder Jay Notley was charged 
with misconduct by the F.A. After testing positive for 
cocaine, cannabis and ecstasy. In November 1994, 
England midfielder Paul Merson admitted to cocaine and 
alcohol addiction and was ordered by the F.A. to spend six 
months in a rehabilitation clinic. 

Graf out for two weeks 

HEIDELBERG (R) — Steffi Graf will be out of action for 
two weeks because of the knee injury which forced her to 
withdraw from the Pan Pacific final in Tokyo at the week- 
end. The World No. 1 consulted a German doctor about 
the problem with her left knee on Tuesday. The injury was 
not as serious as feared and the German hoped to be fit to 
play in a WTA event in Hanover starting on February 17. 


Lewis camp 
refuses 
to believe 
McCall is 
washed up 

LAS VEGAS (R) — This 
time around Lennox Lewis 
and his people refuse to 
believe Oliver McCall is 
just a washed up drug 
addict whose major accom- 
plishment Friday will be 
finding the ring. 

Lewis’s trainer, Frank 
Maloney, said Tuesday 
McCall’s ongoing drug 
rehabilitation programme 
would not lull Lewis into 
thinking Friday’s fight for 
the vacant World Boxing 
Council heavyweight ride 
will be easy. 

The 31 -year-old 

McCall's legal and drug- 
related problems have been 
widely reported. However, 
Maloney said, “we were 
told the same thing in the 
first fight, but it turned out 
that he was locked up in 
training camp training. 

“I wouldn't say we were 
suckered, but unfortunately 
Pepe (Correa, Lewis's now 
dismissed trainer) was lis- 
tening to the rumours and 
kept telling us that all we 
were fighting was a drug 
addict and a sparing part- 
ner. This rime Lennox is 
giving Oliver McCall the 
respect he deserves as a 
former heavyweight cham- 
pion. 


United crash out of FA Cup 


LONDON (AFP) . — 
Holders Manchester United 
crashed out of the FA Cup 
following a 1-0 defeat 
against Wimbledon in a 
fourth-round replay at 
Selhursr park on Tuesday. 

Marcus Gayle was the 
Wimbledon hero, latching 
onto a Kenny Cunningham 
cross to head the unfancied 
South London club into a 
fifth-round tie at home to 
QPR. 

Premiership leaders 
United, who have featured 
in the last three FA Cup 
finals, went into the match 
as clear favourites to reach 
the next round despite being 
held to a 1-1 draw at old 
Trafford two weeks ago. 

But despite enjoying 
greater possession in a pas- 
sionate, entertaining 

encounter they -were caught 
out by a typical Wimbledon 
counter-attack. 

Joe Kinn ear’s men soaked 
up wave after wave of unit- 
ed pressure before pouncing 
after 63 minutes when 
Cunningham whipped over 
a perfect cross for the 
unmarked Gayle to head 
powerfully beyond Peter 
Schmeichel in the United 
goal. 

Wimbledon, who stunned 
the football world when 
they beat Liverpool in the 
19S8 FA Cup final, had the 
best chances of a pulsating 
first 45 minutes. 

And the Dons, who only 
achieved professional status 
20 years ago, would have 
gone in at the interval in 
front if striker Efan Ekoku 
had not missed two glorious 
chances. 

Ekoku glanced a free 
header wide as early as the 
third minute from an 
Oyvind Leonhardsen cross, 
before missing an even bet- 
ter chance on the half hour. 

Manchester-born Ekoku 
seemed to have done all the 
hard work when he picked 
up a loose ball in the 31st 
minute and bore down on 
Peter Schmeichel in the 
United goalkeeper. 

But after running into the 
box; Efcoku took juslt one 
touch too many and 
Schmeichel raced off his 
line and threw himself at the 
Nigerian striker’s feet. 

Wimbledon may have had 
the clearer chances, but it 
was United who were con- 
trolling the game from the 
midfield where Eric 
Cantona and Roy Keane 
were in majestic form. 

Then Wimbledon’s 
Scotland new boy, Neil 
Sullivan, showed interna- 
tional class by plunging to 
his left to keep out England | 
full-back Gary Neville, an | 
80 to one shot with the i 
bookmakers to score the 
first goal, almost gave 
United the lead with a j 
vicious left-footer that 1 
Wimbledon ‘keeper Neil 
Sullivan did well to keep 


for new 
fraud trial 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Don King faces a retrial on 
insurance fraud charges 
more than a year after a 
previous jury could not 
reach a verdict in the case. 

Larence McKenna, a 
United States district 
judge, ruled there was suf- 
ficient evidence to bring 
King back to court, 
although no specific date 


King, 65, was accused of 
faking a contract for 
$350,000 to cover non- 
existent training funds paid 
to former World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super 
lightweight champion Julio 
Cesar Chavez for a can- 
celled 1991 bout against 
Harold Brazier. 

Chavez testified King 
paid him $80,000 to train 
but told him nothing about 
insurance claims. If con- 
victed on the nine wire 
fraud charges. King faces 
up to 45 years in prison and 
a $2.25 million fine. 


600 years ago, 

residents of Mecca and Medineh 
would wait 6 months for 
the caravans carrying goods 
from Jordan & other northern lands. 


You are fortunate to Have access to 
these goods all year long. 

Eid Mubarak. 
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NoorAl Hussein Foundation 
Tel- 6991 41/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7.00 PM 
[Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas station! 



Arsenal's striker Ian Wright (L) struggles for the ball against Leeds United’s Mark 
Jackson during their FA Cup 4th Round match at Highbury. Leeds n on 1-0 (Reuters 
photo) 


out 

After the break David 
Beckham kept up the frantic 
pace of the game when he 
surged out of the centre cir- 
cle before unleashing a dip- 
ping volley that scraped the 
crossbar. 

The chances continued to 
come at both ends with 
Giggs firing straight at 
Sullivan just moments after 
Wimbledon striker Dean 
i Holdsworth headed narrow- 
ly wide at the other end. 


Sullivan produced further 
heroics with the save of the 
match on the hour when he 
threw himself low to the 
right to keep out a point 
blank header from Gary 
PalJister. 

Then came Gayle’s break- 
through after which United 
poured forward in numbers. 

And with the game deep 
into injury rime goalkeeper 
Schmeichel almost snatched 
an equaliser when he. came 
up for a comer and bicy- 


cled-kicked the ball into the 
back of the net from a 
Pallister nod-down only to 
be ruled off-side. 

It was also a bad night for 
1993 winners Arsenal who 
failed to reach the fifth 
round after crashing to a 1 -0 
defeat at home to Leeds. 

Rod Wallace stunned 
Arsenal with a scrappy 12th 
minute goal on leeds man- 
ager George Graham's 
rerum to Highbury. 

Wallace struck his seventh 


goal of the season idler 
reacting quicker than 

Arsenal’s England pair, 

Tony Adams and David 
Seaman, to a long bail into 
the box by giant Dutchman 
Rob Molenaar. 

He jabbed hb» shot against 
the foot of a post and when 
the rebound somehow elud- 
ed Arsenal defender man in 
Keown. he followed up i«» 
find the roof of the net. 

Wimbledon boss Joe 
Kinnear. whose side are 
sixth in the 

Premiership and already 
booked for the semi-finals 
of the league cup. hailed the 
performance of his players 
who have lost just three 
limes in 30 games. 

“That \\ as one of the be? 1 
nights we’ve e\er had lie.e 
— J a truly wonderful uc.\. 
sion” he said. 

“The team have beer, a lit- 
tle tired recent 1) but they 
didn’t need any momation 
for a match like this. 

"It’s a massive hoo.-t lor 
us. Tile lads a:c o:: ii:e in 
the dressing-room.” 

United boss Alev 
Ferguson, whose siJe !v.:r 
Liverpool ill last year's 
final, was generous in his 
praise for Wimbledon. 

“They arc one of the best 
sides you will play all sea- 
son. No doubt about it. 
Good luck to them. They 
played a lull part in a fabu- 
lous cup tie.*' 

Elsewhere, a hi/.anv own- 
goal by Steve Foster 12 
minutes from time finished 
off non-league Woking and 
saved Premiership Coventry 
front humiliation. 

Coventry, the last top- 
flight side to lose to a non- 
league club at Sutton eight 
years ago. were outplayed 
for much of the l »l' minutes 
of their third-round replay 
before Foster’s clearing 
header deflected into the net 
to give the visitors an ill- 
deserved 2- 1 win. 

Second Division 

Chesterfield’s teenage strik- 
er Kevin Davies grabbed a 
superb hat-trick in a 3-2 win 
to send First Division run- 
away leaders Bolton crash*' 
mg out of the fourth round. 


Business First 
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Suspects held 
in PNA death 


NABLUS (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police have 
detained several suspects in 
the death of a Nablus land 
dealer who was tortured in 
Palestinian custody, the attor- 
ney genera] said Wednesday. 

Yousef Baha. 32, died in a 
Nablus hospital Saturday after 
being held without charges for 
a month by Palestinian mili- 
tary intelligence, one of eight 
rival security agencies set up 
by Yasser Arafat since 
Palestinian self-rule began in 
May 1994. 

About 200 people joined 
Baba's funeral procession 
Wednesday in die Askar 
refugee camp near Nablus. 

Said Baba, one of the vic- 
tim's brothers, said he saw 
signs of beatings on the body 
Wednesday, including 

“marks on his legs and arms, 
evidence that his legs were 
chained." 

Baba himself had told a 
nurse before losing conscious- 
ness that he was badly beaten 
during interrogation. Baba’s 
family has said he was arrest- 
ed because he refused to sell a 
plot of land to Palestinian 
police. 

The body has buried after 
photographing rope marks 
and cigarette bums on die 
corpse, witnesses said. 

Palestinian security services 
refused a family demand for 
the medical report on the 
death, said Samib Mohsen. an 
official with a human rights 
organisation whose lawyers 
represented the family. 

The security services also 
initially refused to release 
Baba's body unless the family 
took it directly from hospital 
to the graveyard for burial, but 
they dropped the demand 
when the family refused to 
take the body, Mr. Mohsen 
said. 

The family took the corpse 
to their home, where they had 
it photographed, before bury- 
ing it Wednesday afternoon. 

“It showed tope marks 
around the hands and feet, 
contusions from blows to the 
head, as well as cigarette 
bums on the right shoulder," 
Mr. Mohsen said. 

The Palestinian Justice 
Minister. Freih Abu Meidin, 
has admitted that Baba. 32, 
“had been illegally impris- 
oned and was subjected to 
extreme torture which led to 
his death." 

Mr. Abu Meidin launched 
an investigation into the death, 
while the Palestinian legisla- 


tive council demanded that 
those responsible be punished 
Baba was arrested on Jan. 3 
by Palestinian security in ihe 
self-rule enclave of Nablus. 
He had to be put in the hospi- 
tal on Jan. 24, but was quick- 
ly thrown back into interroga- 
tion despite still being in poor 
health. 

Five days later he was 
returned to hospital where he 
died on Saturday. 

Mr. Abu Meidin reported 
that Ins hospital file had been 
stolen. 

Baba was arrested for 
alleged collaboration with 
Israel, although his family 
claimed his arrest was part of 
a property dispute with a 
cousin, according to the 
Palestinian Society for the 
Protection of Human Rights 
and the Environment 
He was the 12th person co 
die while in custody of 
Palestinian police since self- 
rule was launched in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 1995. 

The Palestinian Attorney 
general Khaled Kidrg. said 
that an investigation conduct- 
ed by his office has led to sev- 
eral arrests and that witnesses 
were also being questioned 
Investigators also spoke to 
workers at Nablus’ Rafidiyah 
hospital about Baba’s medical 
file which disappeared after 
doctors performed an autopsy 
over die weekend said 
Ibrahim Amr, the chief prose- 
cutor in Nablus. 

Baba’s death sparked a new 
debate over the human rights 
record of the Palestinian 
National Authority, with 
senior Palestinian officials 
saying the time had come for 
soul-searching. 

“This issue has to be dis- 
cussed frankly and clearly, 
without detours and evasions 
because there has been more 
than one victim of torture in 
die jails," said Ahmed 
Qouriea. the speaker of the 
Palestinian legislative council. 

“We have eight security ser- 
vices. This is creating a situa- 
tion of anarchy," he'" told die 
Voice of Palestine radio sta- 
tion Saeb Erekat. minister of 
local affairs in Mr. Arafat's 
cabinet, said Baba’s death 
would top die agenda al the 
next cabinet meeting. “What 
happened is a very dangerous 
thing,” he said 
U.S. diplomat Edward 
Abington, who serves as a 
liaison between Washington 
and the PNA was unusually 
harsh in his criticism. 



Washington 
to define 
future role 
in peace 
in March 


RELIGIOUS RITUAL; Wearing rubber gloves, an ultra-orthodox Jewish rabbi sifts through the wreck- 
age of one of the Israeli army helicopters that crashed Tuesday night after a mid-air collision while he 
searches for human remains or anything that contains human blood. Behind is one of the helicopter's 


rotor blades. According to Jewish religious law every part containing human blood must receive a 
proper burial (Reuters photo) 


New cellular licences have no bearing 
on Fastlink's exclusivity — Saraireh 


By P.VVfvefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Minister of Posts 
and Telec omm uni cations 

Jamal Saraireh said Wednesday 
a proposed issuance of more 
licences to operators of cellular 
phone services did not violaie a 
government concession granted 
to another firm in 1994. 

The minister also reaffirmed 
that the government was fully 
committed to respecting “every 
aspect of its agreement" with 
the existing company and that 
its intention to license new 
firms was in line with its pledge 
to privatise the entire telecom- 
munications sector. 

Mr. Saraireh explained that 
“licensing" did not mean a new 
operator starting immediate 
services in competition with the 
present operator but only meant 
clearing the way for the new 
licensee to start work ahead of 
starting operations on a specific 
dale. 

Mr. Saraireh was responding 
to charges levelled by a promi- 
nent lawyer. Omar Nabulsi. 
who represents the Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Services 
Company (JMTSC). or 
Fas dink. Jordan’s first cellular 
phone company which 
launched operations in late 


1994 under a concession grant- 
ed by the government. 

The concession gives 
Fastlink a four-year exclusivity, 
meaning that a new company 
could start operations in the 
same sector as of Nov.l, 199S. 
said Mr. Saraireh. 

According to Mr. Nabulsi, 
who was commenting on an 
announcement by the minister 
carried in the local press on 
Tuesday that the government 
intended to license new cellular 
phone operators, the exclusivi- 
ty clause means that no new 
operator would be licensed dur- 
ing the four-year exclusivity 
period. 

This meant that Fastlink 
would continue to be the sole 
cellular phone operator in the 
country during the time 
involved in the licensing proce- 
dures and the actual setting up 
of infrastructure before the new 
licensee goes operational. 

Ml Saraireh told the Jordan 
Times: “The government is 
fully committed to respecting 
every aspect of its agreement 
with Fastlink and there will be 
no other cellular phone opera- 
tor in Jordan until Nov. 1, 
199S.** 

“There is nothing in the 
agreement with Fastlink that 
prevents the government from 


licensing new operators during 
the exclusivity period" stressed 
die minister, pointing out that 
the licensing had to be done 
now if new operators were id 
stan building infrastructure and 
be operational by Nov. 1. 1998. 

Furthermore, he said, “the 
government’s intention to issue 
two new licences is perfectly in 
line with its commitment to pri- 
vatise the entire telecommuni- 
cations sector” as part of the 
ongoing privatisation drive in 
the Kingdom. 

The controversy was sparked 
when, in a report carried by the 
AJ Ra’i newspaper on Tuesday, 
Mr. Saraireh said foe govern- 
ment was planning to invite 
bids for two new licences for 
cellular phone services. 

The minister emphasised that 
the two new licences, to be 
issued to successful companies 
in proposed bids, would have 
no bearing on the government's 
current agreement with the 
JMTSC. 

He said foe conditions 
attached to the new licences 
would be that the companies 
compete on the basis on provid- 
ing services throughout the 
Kingdom in concert with the 
Jordan Telecommunications 
Company (JTC) and the gov- 
ernment gets 20 per cent of 


New quake hits Iran as rescuers struggle with snow 


TEHRAN tAFP) — Another 
earthquake struck northeast 
Iran Wednesday as rescuers 
battled > now-clogged moun- 
tain roads to reach victims of 
two temblors the day before 
which killed more than 70 
people and left thousands 
homeless. 

The new quake measured 
5.7 on the Richter scale and hit 
Bojnurd. said the seismologi- 
cal centre in Mashhad, 250 
kilometres away. 

There was no immediate 
word of further casualties or 
damage. 

About 3.000 families lost 
their homes in two earth- 
quakes measuring 6.1 and 5.4 
which rocked northeast Iran 


Tuesday, leaving 72 people 
dead and 360 injured, accord- 
ing to the latest toll. 

The deputy governor of 
Khorasan province. Mohsen 
Akbarzadeh, said the homes 
were destroyed in the Bojnurd 
region. About 72 villages in 
northern Khorasan, close to 
the Central Asian state of 
Turkmenistan, were either 
flattened or severely damaged, 
local officials said. 

Iran's Red Crescent Society 
(1RCS) sent teams with relief 
supplies such as blankets and 
food to the stricken area, but 
access was difficult because 
the roads were snowbound. 

President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani has 


ordered a special team to the 
stricken region to assess the 
damage and speed up relief 
operations. Tehran Radio said. 

It was the deadliest earth- 
quake to hit Iran since 1991 
when a temblor measuring 7.3 
on the Richter scale left 
40.000 dead and about half a 
million homeless in the north- 
ern provinces of Gilan and 
Zanjan. An IRCS official in 
Bojnurd told AFP that despite 
the snow, aid w as reaching the 
victims Wednesday. 

The relief agency had so far 
distributed 1.160 tents and 
4,200 blankets. “But we don’t 
have enough tents for every- 
body. or drinking waier and 
powder milk.” the official said. 


Iran's official news agency 
IRNA said earlier the situation 
in several villages hit by the 
earthquakes had yet to be 
assessed because of the diffi- 
culty in reaching them. 

Local authorities in Bojnurd 
have urged the oil ministry to 
supply more beating fuel and 
appealed for financial assis- 
tance from the public for the 
earthquake victims. 

Tehran Radio said sports sta- 
diums in Bojnurd had been 
turned into make- shift hospi- 
tals to treat the injured. 

Most of five casualties were 
in the Bojnurd area, but four 
people were reported killed 
and 160 others injured in 
Shirvan. 


The earthquakes also hit the 
regions of Asferayen. 
Gbuchan and Sabzevar, and 
they were felt in Mashhad, the 
main city in Khorasan 
province, as well as foe nearby 
town of Neishabur and Gorgan 
in neighbouring Mazandaran 
province. Tehran Radio said 
some 160 aftershocks bad hit 
the Bojnurd 3rea since 
Tuesday, prompting the 
authorities to close schools. 

The Turioneni foreign min- 
istry said Wednesday that an 
earthquake measuring 5.0 on 
the Richter scale hit 
Turkmenistan late Tuesday. 
No one was injured and there 
was no damage, a ministry 
spokesman said. 


Celebrated U.S. ambassador 
to France passes away at 76 


Sudan seeks to end 
differences with Egypt 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
U.S. ambassador ro Paris, 
Pamela Harriman, a British- 
bom aristocrat turned diplo- 
mat and personal friend of 
President Bill Clinton, died 
Wednesday two days after 
suffering a stroke, foe U.S. 
embassy said. 

The 76-year-old former 
daughter-in-law of British 
wartime leader Winston 
Churchill died in foe 
American Hospital in Paris, 
where she had been taken 
after foe cerebral haem or- 
ffiaee Monday evening. 
Harriman had been reported 
in “serious” condition since 
being taken ill al the Ritz 
Hotel in Paris, where she had 


gone for her usual weekday 


swim in foe hotel pool. It 
was unclear whether she had 
ev er come out of a coma. 

Mr. Clinton paid tribute to 


her at foe White House min- 
utes after her death was 
announced. “Our country 
will miss her," Mr. Ginton 
told journalists, describing 
her as “a source of inspira- 
tion to me.” French 
President Jacques Chirac 
praised Harriman as a “great 
U.S. ambassador and a 
great lady. 

“The president had a great 
appreciation of Pamela 
Harriman, who was a great 
U.S. ambassador and a great 
lady.” said Mr. Chirac’s 
spokeswoman Catherine 
Colonna. 

Mr. Chirac telephoned 
British Member of 
Parliament Winston 

Churchill, Harriman 's son 
who was among relatives 
dose by when she died, to 
offer his condolences, foe 
spokeswoman added. 


French Culture Minister 
Philippe Douste-Blazy said 
Harriman was “an excep- 
tional woman who bad a real 
passion for foe arts.” Former 
Socialist Culture Minister 
Jack Lang said: “She was a 
great lady who. through her 
culture, her generosity, her 
knowledge of things and 
people, was able to add an 
element of personal warmth 
to Franco- American rela- 
tions.” A former undersecre- 
tary of defence who now 
serves as U.S. ambassador 
to India is tipped to succeed 
Harriman as Washington's 
envoy to Paris, officials said. 

Frank Wisner, 58. is the 
leading candidate to foe 
ambassadorial post that 
opened up late last year after 
Harriman announced plans 
to retire from diplomatic 
life. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan has told a visiting dele- 
gation of Egyptian opposition 
leaders it wants to improve 
strained relations with Cairo 
and that the fighting along 
Sudan’s eastern border forem- 
ens Egypt’s security. 

“The Sudanese government 
and people are prepared to 
surmount foe differences 
(because) the security of 
Sudan is thai of Egypt.” said 
foe secretary general of 
Sudan's decision-making 
national congress, Ghazi 
Salaheddin Atabanl 
Mr. Atabam. quoted by foe 
official Al Engaz Al Waiani 
newspaper, said normal rela- 
tions were needed “to con- 
front ambitions facing Nile 
resources and the Red Sea 
region and to secure foe Arab 
and Muslim countries from 
the Israeli threat” 

A delegation of Egyptian 


Islamic leaders, comprising 
Labour Party chief Ibrahim 
Shukri. Liberal Party Deputy 
Ragab Hilal Hemeida and 
journalist Mohammad Abdul 
Kuddus, who has close ties 
with foe Muslim Brotherhood, 
has been in Sudan since 
Sunday. 

Mr. Acabani briefed foe del- 
egation on the offensive 
launched in January by die 
rebel National Democratic 
Alliance — an umbrella of 
northern opposition and 
southern rebels — in Sudan’s 
eastern border region. 

Khartoum has accused 
Ethiopia and Eritrea of sup- 
porting foe Sudanese opposi- 
tion and deploying troops on 
Sudan’s territory. Both coun- 
tries deny it. “What is going 
on are Efoiopian-Erinean acts 
of aggression that are pan of a 
conspiracy against Sudan,” 
Mr. Atabam said. 


their net profits. 

Mr. Saraireh said be expected 
at least 10 companies to com- 
pete for foe two new licences 
and said price and quality 
would be foe guiding factors 
for success. 

But Mr. Nabulsi writing in Al 
Ra’i on Wednesday, asserted 
that any government move to 
license new cellular phone 
companies would be in viola- 
tion of its agreement with 
Fastlink. 

“The government's 

announcement contradicts its 
declared aim of reforming the 
telecommunication sector’s 
infrastructure and inviting pri- 
vate sector capita] to foe sec- 
tor," Mr. Nabulsi wrote. 

He said licensing new cellu- 
lar phone companies at this 
point would cause losses to 
those who have invested in 
Fastlink and asserted that the 
move would also damage the 
“credibility of investments" in 
Jordan. 

Bui Mr. Saraireh, who also 
heads the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission, 
countered: “I would like to 
know what specific clause or 
point in foe agreement with 
Fastlink that foe government 
will be violating’’ by licensing 
new cellular phone operators. 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
United States will define its 
role in helping to revive 
stalled Synan-IsraeU peace 
negotiations in mid-March 
after visits to Washington by 
regional leaders, the U.S. 
ambassador to Israel said. 

“U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is wait- 
ing to meet with Israeli 
prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu next week in 
Washington and with the 
other (Arab) leaders invited 
there,” Martin Indyk told the 
Arabic daily Al Hayat in 
remarks published 

Wednesday. 

“No decision will be taken 
concerning our role in the 
Syrian-lsraeli track and in 
the peace process at laige 
and our strategy and tactics 
before foe end of these vis- 
its. that is in. mid-March.” he 
said in Tel Aviv. 

In addition to Mr. 
Netanyahu. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and King Hussein 
have been invited for talks 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton on the future of foe 
. peace process. 

Mr. Indyk said it was nec- 
essary to find a formula to 
help Syria and Israel bridge 
their differences and resume 
peace negotiations which 
have been stalled since 
February 1996. 

“It is clear that both sides 
are willing to resume nego- 
tiations and we can easily 
find a formula but we can 
only know the details once 
we speak to both sides,” he 
added. 

He stressed that Israel and 
Syria were close to peace 
between 1995 and 1996 and 
said a lack of mutual trust, 
the time element and foe 
absence of high-level con- 
tact stood in foe way of any 
progress. 

On Tuesday, European 
Union (EU) envoy Miguel 
Angel Moratinos wrapped 
up a shuttle mission 
between Syria and Israel 
saying foe two sides were 
still far from an agreement 
on a formula for resuming 
their negotiations. 

He also said “a lack of 
trust” between foe two sides 
was the greatest barrier for 
the suspension of calks. 


U.S. cools speculation 
of imminent Iraq strike 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States has said 
there was no reason for 
heightened concern about 
military action against Iraq 
after a German newspaper 
reported that Washington 
might launch a cruise missile 
strike. 

"The United States always 
reserves foe right to use its 
military force to defend its 
national interest anywhere in 
the world, but I see no reason 
to heighten your concern in 
any way pertaining to the sit- 
uation in the Middle East," 
State Department spokesman 
Nick Bums told reporters late 
Tuesday. 

The newspaper Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung stud 
U.N. inspectors had found 
that Iraq continued to develop 
missiles in violation of U.N. 
resolutions. It said foe United 
States was studying a possi- 
ble missile strike against Iraq. 

Defence Department 
spokesman Ken Bacon, also 
responding to the report, said 
the United States supported 
an analysis by chief U.N. 
inspector Rolf Ekeus that Iraq 
was hiding an operational 
Scud missile force of 

between 1 Sand 25 missiles. 

This is against foe sanc- 
tions" brought against Iraq 
after the 1991 Gulf war. Mr. 
Bacon said. "Obviously I 
can't describe what our future 
actions would be. but we have 
shown time and time agnin 
that we are prepared to pro- 
tect U.S. forces, we are pre- 
pared to protect our interests 
in foe Gulf." 

Mr. Bacon declined to say 
whether Iraq might be trying 
to rebuild its missile forces 
But another defence official 
said the United States 


believed Iraq was hiding pre- 
viously built weapons and 
"we have no reason to believe 
they are building new inven- 
tory." 

The German newspaper 
said the United States could 
make a decision this week on 
whether to launch a 
Tomahawk missile strike at 
Iraq. It sourced its report to 
"American security sources." 

The United States has 
launched three Tomahawk 
strikes against Iraq since the 
war ended. 

The newspaper said U.N. 
inspectors who were in Iraq 
between Jan. 5 and Jan. 23 
found evidence, according to 
American sources, that Iraq 
was continuing to develop 
missiles with a range of 
around 1.600 kilometres. 

It said U.N. inspectors were 
"massively obstructed" dur- 
ing their recent visit and Mr. 
Ekeus wrote to Iraqi Deputy 

Prime Minister Tareq Aziz on 
Jan. 13 telling him that Iraq 
was contravening UJM. reso- 
lutions and that this would 
have consequences. 

Mr. Ekeus, foe U.N. official 
in charge of disarming Iraq, 
plans to visit Baghdad Feb! 
20 to discuss the hidden mis- 
siles with Mr. Aziz. U.N. 
officials said. 

Mr. Ekeus has said that he 
believed there were between 
six and 16 missiles hidden in 
Iraq but suspected this assess - 
ritent was too lov followin'* 
his meeting with Mr. Aziz in 
December. 

Under U.N. resolutions 
ending foe 1991 Gulf war. 
Iraq musr eliminate its 
weapons of mass destruction 
and long-range missiles 
before the oil embargo can be 
lifted. 
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Condom in pie 


TAMPA (R) — 'if ' 

Florida man has sued a 
restaurant chain, saying 
he found a condom infrj^ 
sweet potato pie, 
lawyer said. The lawsuit- 
said Dalvin Stokes and Im 
wife Carolyn were eating 
dinner at a Morrisons 
cafeteria in Winter Havei^. 
Florida, last March when 
Dalvin dug into his 
dessert and came up with 
a condom, attorney R_' 
Scott Bunn said. It “had 
the appearance of having 
been utilised for its 
intended purpose”, the 
complaint said. Atlanta- 
based Morrison’s Fresh' 
Cooking Inc. which oper- 
ates 155 Morrison’s cafe- 
terias in the south, denie# 
the allegations, saying in 
a statement there were 
“discrepancies between 
Mr. Stokes" attorney and 
ourselves concerning the 
events and the object in 
question”. 
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Chewing gum dates 
from stone age 
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LONDON (R) — »■ 

Teenagers ' have been 
chewing gum since the. 
stone age, according to - 
archaeological research.! 
Elizabeth Aveling of: 
Bradford University said' 
black lumps of prehistoric- 
tar with human tooth- 
impressions had been.- 
found in much of northern- 
Europe dating from about- 
7000 B.C.. The size of the' 
tooth marks suggest that 
the tar was mostly chewed 
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by children and teenager^ 
and that it could hav£ 


and that it could hav£ 
doubled as a painkiller 
and a glue to remove milk- 
teeth. “The texture is very 
much like modern chew-, 
ing gum but it isn't 
sweet." she said. 
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Is it art? 


TALLAHASSEE (R) - 
Police in Florida’s capital 
were debating the mean- 
ing of art after they closed 
a busy street for hours 
when they were alerted to 
an artist's creation that 
looked like a pipe bomb. 
The device, four small 
pipes wrapped with elec- 
trical wire and topped 
with a small white plastic 
clock, was sitting in (he 
storefront studio of 
Florida State University 
Professor Paul Rutkovsky 
when it was spotted by a 
city worker. “I didn’t real- 
ly panic. I was like, whew 
it looks too real.” worker 
Jeff Fleetwood told the 
Tallahassee Democrat. “J 
saw it sitting on the table 
and called 911.” 
Operators at the emer- 
gency number alerted 
police and sheriffs 
deputies, who evacuated 
and closed off the busy 
stretch of West Gaines 
Street for two hours 
before Rutkovsky got in 
touch with the bomb 
squad and told them foe 
device was actually a 
decade-old work of art 
He said the artwork, 
called. “The Mail Art 
Liberation Organisation," 
had been in his studio 
since 19S6, when it was 
part of an art show that his 
wife had curated. 
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Mia Farrow bitter I* 


NEW YORK (R) — 
Actress Mia Farrow, 
about to publish s 
scathing memoir of her 
life with Woody Allen, 
said in a television inter- 
view to be shown oil 
Friday that she does not 
want to see her adopted 
daughter. Soon YI. who is 
now living with Allen. “I 
used to long to see her. I 
used to cry for her. I 
couldn’t have known her 
too well. .. Maybe she 
didn’t understand what a 
mother was, what a fami- 
ly was. But 1 don’t think I 
want to see her anymore.' 1 
Farrow told ABC-TV’s 
”20/20” news programme. 
Farrow said she broke 
with Allen when she d^' 
covered that he was 
ing an affair with Soofi Vi 
and found “raunchy” pho- 
tographs Allen had taken 
of her. 
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